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Dear Families,

Raising children in the faith doesn’'t happen just at church, but at home and in
everyday life. As parents, you have the unique role to walk alongside your children
every day and teach them about Jesus. In order to help promote and encourage
faith development at home, | have included several resources for you to use in your
homes:

e Family Devotions
o Beginner's Bible
o Doorpost Songs
e Smart Moves for Little Ones

o Playtime
e Family Traditions
o Birthdays

e Lenten Calendar

“Fix these words of mine in your hearts and minds; tie them as symbols on your
hands and bind them on your foreheads. Teach them to your children, talking about
them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down
and when you get up” (Deuteronomy 11:18-19).

Blessings,

Qe

Jen Roettjer, DCE

Director of Youth and Discipleship



[ FAMILY DEVOTIONS ]

For Little Ones

What are your highs and

lows from the day?

What are you thankful for

today?

MUSIC

Doorpost Songs

Spotify or Amazon

Search for Artist: Doorpost
Songs

YouTube

@Doorpostsongs/playlists

The Beginner's Bible

Simple Bible stories for
little ones with bright,
colorful pictures.

YouTube

@TheBeginnersBible

Confess
Honor

Ask
Thanks




[ SMART MOVES FOR LITTLE ONES ]

PLAYTIME

Thoughts to Consider

Little Ones learn through play, imitation, and storytelling. When a child plays in their
pretend kitchen, they imitate what they see taking place in the kitchen. They open
the fridge, bake food in the oven, and wash the dishes. Through these actions, they
practice their kitchen skills.

Bible Playtime

When it comes to learning about Bible stories, play works in the same way,
especially if they have some Biblically themed toys. Say that you read your child the
story of Noah's Ark from a Children’s Bible. After that, you provided for them the
playmobile ark set, complete with boat, Noah, and a lot of animals. Through play,
your child will imitate what they learned in the story about Noah's Ark as they play
with the toys, which will enhance and reinforce everything you read in the story.
While not all stories have toys that match, use your imagination to see what toys
you already have that might work with the story you recently read.

Encouraging Playtime

¢ Have a set of generic wood/plastic people and animals that can be used for
any story

e Use building blocks to make buildings or scenes of the Bible stories

e Dress up like their favorite Bible characters

¢ Play phone - talk to God or Bible characters on the phone

e Use a Bible character to play Simon says, repeating the actions from the bible
story

¢ Singing Bible songs with the actions



[ FAMILY TRADITIONS ]

BIRTHDAYS

Thoughts to Consider

Celebrating birthdays might include a large event or a small gathering. Either way,
we want to celebrate the gift of that person in our family. Birthdays become special
because it's a day just for them. Don't forget to celebrate baptismal birthdays,
remembering the day we became a part of God's family.

Birthday Activities

e Set an alarm to go off at the time they were born

e New Privilege/New Responsibility Cards — Hand out two envelopes labeled
with “new privilege” and “new responsibility” describing what is expected of
them at their new age

¢ Birthday Date with a parent or family member

e Celebrate half birthdays with half of a cake and half of other foods

e Measure height on doorway post

e Birthday Hat or Crown — everyone gets to wear the special birthday hat to
celebrate

¢ Make a birthday time capsule with the highlights from the past year. You may
want to use the same topics from year to year.

e Grant three special wishes for the day of their choosing

e Plant a tree or flower on their birthday each year

e Give your children a birthday blessing, speaking words of love, grace, and
hope for the future

Baptismal Birthday Activities

¢ Light your baptismal candle and sing Happy Birthday
e Eat a Baptismal birthday cake or go out for ice cream
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