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Dear Families, 

Raising children in the faith doesn’t happen just at church, but at home and in 
everyday life. As parents, you have the unique role to walk alongside your children 
every day and teach them about Jesus. In order to help promote and encourage 
faith development at home, I have included several resources for you to use in your 
homes: 

• Family Devotions  
o Itstartsathome.org Family Night Activities 
o Doorpost Songs 

• Talking to Your Children 
o Faith 

• Family Traditions 
o Birthdays 

• Heart Habit 
o Sacrifice 

• 16 Table Talk questions to use at the dinner table 
• Lenten Calendar 
• Levels of Biblical Learning 

 

“Fix these words of mine in your hearts and minds; tie them as symbols on your 
hands and bind them on your foreheads. Teach them to your children, talking about 
them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down 
and when you get up” (Deuteronomy 11:18-19). 

Blessings,  

 

Jen Roettjer, DCE 

Director of Youth and Discipleship  



[ FAMILY DEVOTIONS ]

Doorpost Songs

Spotify or Amazon

Search for Artist: Doorpost
Songs

YouTube

@doorpostsongs/playlist

Confess
Honor 

Ask 

Thanks

What are your highs and

lows from the day?

What are you thankful for 

today?

SHARE LEARN

MUSIC

PRAY

It’s Starts at Home

Family Night Activities

Fun activities that help you

intentionally talk to your

children about God.

http://www.itstartsathome.

org/familynight/



  

 
 
 
 

FAITH 
 

Thoughts to Consider 

What does a spiritually vibrant home look like? We want our children to grow up in 
the faith but sometimes aren’t sure on where to start or what to do. Barna 
developed the following list of activities that are frequently found in spiritually 
vibrant homes. 

• Spends fun, quality time together - Play games, go on walks, go to the park, 
hold household meetings, share feelings 

• A spiritual coach is present - Teaches the Bible, teaches traditions, talks about 
forgiveness, encourages church attendance, sets good example 

• Welcomes others - Conversations with close friends, have dinner together, 
pray with friends, friends that feel like family, go on vacation together 

• Asks for help - With childcare, with finances, from close friends, borrow items 
from close friends 

• Members have a personal spirituality - Pray, read Bible, attend Bible study 

 

Books 

• “Faithful Families” by Traci Smith 
• “Keeping Your Kids on God’s Side” by Natasha Crain 
• “Joining Jesus as a Family” by Greg & Susan Finke 

 

Websites 

• Lutheran Hour Ministry Free Courses 
o https://www.lhm.org/learn/outreach-essentials 
o Building a Vibrant Household 
o Me and My Household 
o Open Doors: The Art of Hospitality 



 

 

 

BIRTHDAYS 

 

Thoughts to Consider 

Celebrating birthdays might include a large event or a small gathering. Either way, 
we want to celebrate the gift of that person in our family. Birthdays become special 
because it’s a day just for them. Don’t forget to celebrate baptismal birthdays, 
remembering the day we became a part of God’s family.  

 

Birthday Activities 

• Set an alarm to go off at the time they were born 
• New Privilege/New Responsibility Cards – Hand out two envelopes labeled 

with “new privilege” and “new responsibility” describing what is expected of 
them at their new age 

• Birthday Date with a parent or family member 
• Celebrate half birthdays with half of a cake and half of other foods 
• Measure height on doorway post 
• Birthday Hat or Crown – everyone gets to wear the special birthday hat to 

celebrate 
• Make a birthday time capsule with the highlights from the past year. You may 

want to use the same topics from year to year. 
• Grant three special wishes for the day of their choosing  
• Plant a tree or flower on their birthday each year 
• Give your children a birthday blessing, speaking words of love, grace, and 

hope for the future 

 

Baptismal Birthday Activities 

• Light your baptismal candle and sing Happy Birthday 
• Eat a Baptismal birthday cake or go out for ice cream 



 

 

 

Sacrifice 

 

How This Works 

No one likes to sacrifice. After all, that means we are giving up something that we 
find valuable for the sake of another person. So why do we do it? When we sacrifice 
something that is important to us, we begin to look outside of ourselves and see 
how we might help others, even when we don’t get anything in return. We also 
begin to understand the sacrifice of Jesus to give up his life for us. He went through 
the pain and suffering of dying on the cross, so that we might have life.  

 

Instructions 

• Pick what you would like to give up.  
• Set a specific time frame that you will go do this.  
• Be clear about what is included in the sacrifice and what is not.  
• During the season of Lent, families will often give up something for those 40 

days, ending with Easter.  
• When you begin to miss what you gave up, remember why you are doing. 

Also remember all that Jesus went through for us because of his love for us.  
• Decide on a positive reward at the end.  

 

Ways to Sacrifice 

• A specific type of food 
• Limited amount of screen time 
• Video games 
• Music or movies 
• Something that makes your life comfortable 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



Levels of Biblical Learning By Lifeway 

As kids grow, so does their understanding of God and the Bible. The following lists 
show what concepts your child is typically able to understand and grasp as they 
grow in their faith.  

 

Younger Kids are: 

• Seeing Jesus as a friend and helper 
• Enjoying learning from the Bible 
• Beginning to have a simple understanding of sin 
• Seeing consequences to sin 
• Beginning to have a simple understanding of the gospel 
• Knowing the right answers but may not understand application 
• Interested in finding out more about God and Jesus and His plan of salvation 
• Using the Bible to ask questions about God 
• Making life application of Bible verses 
• Starting to make conclusions about God 

 

Middle Kids are: 

• Asking serious questions about religion 
• Developing values 
• Learning about being truthful and honest 
• Having difficulty making decisions 
• Beginning to feel the need for a Savior 
• Growing conscious of themselves and of sin 
• Wanting to do things the right way 
• Thinking in terms of right and wrong more than good and evil 

  



Preteens are: 

• Developing concepts of love and trust 
• Hearing their conscience 
• Developing a value system 
• Forming concepts of personal worth 
• Seeking spiritual answers 
• Making many choices but may not follow through on long-term 

commitments 
• Feeling deeply about their own experiences 
• Beginning to adopt a religious belief system of their own 

 

Middle Schoolers are: 

• Continuing to develop core beliefs and values during these years 
• Beginning to think critically about their worldview and the worldviews of 

others 
• Dealing with issues surrounding identity and self-image 
• Asking questions about God’s will for their lives 
• Learning the social and cultural norms in relationships 
• Developing a strong ability to connect biblical truths to life situations 
• Being taught the importance of having boundaries in all spheres of life 
• Learning to consistently practice spiritual disciplines 



•	 God is perfect.
•	 God is Creator and worthy to be praised.
•	 God is everywhere.
•	 God hears and answers prayer.
•	 God helps and provides for His people.
•	 God shows love to His people.
•	 God loves people enough to provide forgiveness for their 

wrong choices.
•	 God tells people to worship Him and tell others about Him.
•	 God expects people to obey, respect, and honor Him.
•	 God is powerful and in control of all things.
•	 God is fair and can be trusted.
•	 God knows all things.
•	 God is real, the only true God.
•	 God is the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.

•	 The church is more than a building; it is Christians who gather 
to worship and serve God.

•	 Church leaders are chosen to teach about God and Jesus.
•	 The church meets the needs of people.
•	 God wants people to gather to worship Him.
•	 The money people give at church is called tithes and offerings.
•	 The Lord’s Supper is a special event at church. People 

can remember Jesus when they see the Lord’s Supper 
being observed.

•	 Baptism shows that people have trusted in Jesus as Savior.

•	 Birth and growth are part of God’s plan.
•	 People are God’s most important creation.
•	 God helps people make good choices.
•	 God wants people to use their talents and abilities in ways 

that please and honor Him.
•	 God wants people to pray and read the Bible daily.
•	 People can follow Jesus’ example by obeying God.
•	 God helps me love others, both friends and enemies.
•	 Good and bad happen to people, but God still loves them.
•	 God has a plan for every person’s life.
•	 God wants people to live every day in ways that please and 

honor Him.
•	 People need to take care of their bodies because God 

created them.
•	 God helps me obey what is written in the Bible.
•	 God helps me know when I have hurt others. 

I can ask them to forgive me.
•	 God wants our actions, attitudes, thoughts, and 

words to be good.
•	 God wants all people to follow Jesus’ example.

•	 God’s plan for mothers and fathers is to be examples of 
God’s love.

•	 God’s plan for families is for them to love, respect, and help 
one another.

•	 God tells children to respect and obey their parents.
•	 God wants families to worship at home and other places.
•	 In a marriage, a man and a woman make promises to God 

and each other.
•	 God loves families and wants families to love and forgive 

each other when difficult things happen.

•	 God values all people.
•	 God helps people to do His work in their communities and world.
•	 Christians are called to tell the people all over the world 

about Jesus.
•	 People can pray for people all over the world.
•	 The Bible tells me to love others in my community and world.
•	 Missionaries are called by God to tell another group of people the 

good news about Jesus.

BIBLICALLEARNING

of
Levels

GOD

CHURCH

PEOPLE

FAMILY

COMMUNITY & WORLD

•	 God created the world from nothing.
•	 God created everyone to be like Him and to have 

a relationship with Him.
•	 God planned and provided for His creation.
•	 God planned for people to care for His world.
•	 God is still at work in His creation.
•	 God is to be praised for His creation.
•	 God made people able to love Him and others.

•	 Jesus was God in human form.
•	 Prophets in the Old Testament told that Jesus would be 

born. Jesus is the Messiah who fulfilled Old Testament 
prophecies.

•	 Jesus understands what it is like to be human.
•	 Jesus worshiped God.
•	 Jesus taught through His life what God is like.
•	 Jesus raised people from the dead.
•	 People who love Jesus want to obey Him.
•	 Jesus died on the cross, and God raised Him from the 

dead.
•	 Jesus was sent to be my Savior.
•	 Jesus was tempted but did not sin.
•	 Jesus ascended to heaven but promised He would return 

one day.
•	 Jesus was with God at creation.

•	 The Holy Spirit is a special helper.
•	 The Holy Spirit helps people understand God’s plan 

for salvation.
•	 The Holy Spirit helps people in times of trouble.
•	 The Holy Spirit has always worked in the world.
•	 The Holy Spirit helps Christians tell others about Jesus.
•	 The Holy Spirit helped people to write the Bible.
•	 God sent the Holy Spirit to help us know when we sin.

•	 Bible truths never change.
•	 The Bible helps people know more about God, Jesus, 

and the Holy Spirit.
•	 God helped people know what to write in the Bible.
•	 The Bible teaches that Jesus died on a cross, was 

buried, and was raised from the dead.
•	 The Bible teaches how God wants people to live.

•	 God provided a way for people to become Christians 
because He loves them.

•	 God sent His only son, Jesus, to be the only Savior of 
the World.

•	 Sin is choosing my way and disobeying God.
•	 Jesus took the punishment for people’s sins.
•	 People who trust Jesus as their Savior and Lord are Christians.
•	 God will forgive people when they ask Him.

JESUS

HOLY SPIRIT

BIBLE

SALVATION

CREATION



•	 God is holy.
•	 God is Creator and worthy to be praised.
•	 God is everywhere at all times.
•	 God knows what people need and desire but still 

expects them to pray.
•	 God has concern and care for all people.
•	 God loves and values people around the world.
•	 God proved His unconditional love for people by 

sending Jesus.
•	 God is worthy of worship.
•	 God deserves respect, obedience, and honor.
•	 God is all-powerful and in control of all things.
•	 God is faithful and just.
•	 God is all-knowing.
•	 God has always been and always will be.
•	 God is God the Father, God the Son, and God the 

Holy Spirit (the Trinity).

•	 A church is a group of Christians who meet together to worship 
and serve God.

•	 Churches set apart people to do certain tasks.
•	 God uses the church to meet the needs of people in the 

community and around the world.
•	 God wants people to gather to worship Him.
•	 In addition to money, offerings can include time, talents, and 

possessions.
•	 The Lord’s Supper is a way to remind people about what Jesus 

did. Christians participate in the Lord’s Supper.
•	 Baptism by immersion shows that people have trusted Jesus as 

Savior and Lord.

•	 God created me in His image.
•	 Each person is unique and of value to God.
•	 People are responsible for their choices.
•	 People can develop and use their abilities and talents in ways that 

please and honor God.
•	 God wants people to communicate with Him through praying and 

reading the Bible daily.
•	 People can follow the examples, teachings, and commands of Jesus.
•	 People can learn to love others as God loves them.
•	 People can learn to respond in positive ways to what happens to them.
•	 God wants every person to trust in Jesus as Savior and Lord.
•	 People can learn about and recognize God’s authority.
•	 People need to take care of their bodies and minds to honor God.
•	 God asks me to honor Him by choosing to do what is right and reject 

what is wrong.
•	 The Holy Spirit helps me know that when I have hurt others, I can ask 

them to forgive me.
•	 God wants people to have pure thoughts and actions.
•	 God wants believers to be disciples who grow in their faith and 

knowledge of Jesus. 

•	 God’s plan for mothers and fathers is to teach their children about 
God. Parents are examples of how God is our heavenly Father.

•	 God’s plan is for all family members to work together so that God 
is honored by their family.

•	 God expects children to honor Him in the way they honor their 
parents.

•	 God wants families to worship together to help them grow 
stronger in their faith.

•	 In a wedding ceremony, a man and a woman make promises to 
God, to each other, and to all those present to be committed to 
each other through good and bad times.

•	 God loves families even when family members sin. God is always 
ready to forgive.

•	 Even before they are born, people are special to God.
•	 God works through people to do work in their communities and world.
•	 All Christians are called to be on mission with God.
•	 People can pray for specific needs of others.
•	 God tells me to connect with others and show them His love.
•	 Missionaries are Christians called by God to tell another group of 

people the good news about Jesus.

BIBLICALLEARNING

of
Levels

GOD

CHURCH

PEOPLE

FAMILY

COMMUNITY & WORLD

•	 God spoke the world into existence from nothing.
•	 God created people in His image.
•	 God’s creation follows His plan.
•	 God wants people to take responsibility for taking 

care of His creation.
•	 God is still at work in His creation and cares what 

happens in it.
•	 God wants people to praise Him for His creation.
•	 God made people in His image to have a personal 

relationship with Him.

•	 Jesus was born of a virgin.
•	 God planned for Jesus to be the Savior from the 

beginning of time.
•	 Jesus is fully God and fully man.
•	 Jesus taught that worship is focused on God.
•	 Jesus taught about faith, trust, and obedience to God.
•	 Jesus performed miracles through the power of God.
•	 People can obey Jesus as a response to His love.
•	 Jesus died to pay the penalty for sin.
•	 Jesus is the Messiah and Savior.
•	 Jesus was human and resisted temptation.
•	 Jesus ascended to heaven but promised He would 

return one day.
•	 Jesus is eternal.

•	 God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit are the Trinity.
•	 The Holy Spirit urges people to receive God’s salvation.
•	 The Holy Spirit is the Comforter.
•	 The Holy Spirit has worked and always will work in the world.
•	 The Holy Spirit helps Christians tell others about Jesus and 

God’s plan.
•	 The Holy Spirit guided people to write God’s words.
•	 The Holy Spirit convicts people of sin. 

•	 The truths in the Bible will last forever.
•	 The Bible is God’s message about Himself.
•	 God inspired people to know what to write in the Bible.
•	 The Bible teaches that Jesus died on a cross, was buried, 

and was raised from the dead for the forgiveness of sins.
•	 The Bible teaches how to live a Christian life.

•	 God provided a plan for salvation because He loves me.
•	 Salvation is the beginning of a growing relationship with Jesus 

that lasts forever. Through salvation, my sin is forgiven and the 
gift of eternal life with God begins.

•	 The punishment for sin is separation from God.
•	 Jesus died to pay the penalty for all my sins—past, present, 

and future.
•	 God’s salvation is a gift that every person needs and 

can receive.
•	 When the Holy Spirit convicts me of my sin, I can turn away 

from my sin (repent) and trust Jesus as my personal Savior.

JESUS

HOLY SPIRIT

BIBLE

SALVATION

CREATION



•	 God is holy and perfect.
•	 God, the Creator, is to be worshiped, not His creations.
•	 God is omnipresent—He is everywhere at all times.
•	 God hears people’s prayers and communicates with them.
•	 God has concern and care for all people no matter their 

status, race, or ethnicity.
•	 God loves and values people around the world no matter 

their status, race, or ethnicity.
•	 God proved His unconditional love for people through the 

sacrifice of Jesus Christ.
•	 God expects people to worship Him with all their hearts, 

souls, minds, and strength.
•	 God deserves respect, obedience, and honor. God wants us 

to live for His glory. 

•	 The church is a fellowship of baptized believers who meet 
together to worship and serve God. Churches today are part of the 
movement Jesus and His followers began.

•	 God calls church leaders to train believers to do God’s work.
•	 God uses the church to meet people’s needs as an expression of 

His love.
•	 Churches gather together to worship and respond to God.
•	 God wants people to be good stewards of their money, time, 

talents, and possessions.
•	 The Lord’s Supper is an ordinance—a command Jesus gave to the 

church. The body and blood of Jesus are represented in the Lord’s 
Supper. Christians participate in the Lord’s Supper to remember 
Jesus’ death.

•	 Baptism is an ordinance—a command Jesus gave to the church. 
Baptism by immersion is a symbol of Jesus’ death, burial, and 
resurrection. Christians are baptized to show they have trusted in 
Jesus as Savior and Lord. 

•	 Life is a gift from God.
•	 God loves me so I can appreciate my value.
•	 People are responsible for their choices and any consequences 

for their actions.
•	 God will help Christians know and use their spiritual gifts.
•	 God wants people to communicate with Him and study the 

Bible daily.
•	 People can take deliberate actions to grow in Christlikeness.
•	 People are accountable to God for the way they treat 

other people.
•	 People can live with joy regardless of their circumstances.
•	 God has a plan for each person to understand and follow.
•	 People can acknowledge and follow God’s authority in their life.
•	 Because a person’s body is God’s temple, God wants us to 

honor Him with our heart, soul, mind, and strength. 
•	 God commands people to obey Him. People can trust that He 

will help them resist temptation and give them self control.
•	 Because of Jesus’ death on the cross, we can seek forgiveness 

from Him and others and restore broken relationships. 
•	 God expects people to remain pure in all aspects of life with 

their bodies, thoughts, attitudes, actions, and speech.
•	 God gives each believer one or more spiritual gifts to do His 

work. God provides resources and other believers to help 
disciples grow in their faith.

•	 God’s plan for mothers and fathers is to teach their children about 
God. Parents are examples of how God is our heavenly Father.

•	 God’s plan is for all family members to work together so that God 
is honored by their family.

•	 God expects children to honor Him in the way they honor 
their parents.

•	 God wants families to worship together to help them grow 
stronger in their faith.

•	 In a wedding ceremony, a man and a woman make promises to 
God, to each other, and to all those present to be committed to 
each other through good and bad times.

•	 God loves families even when family members sin. God is always 
ready to forgive.

•	 Even before they are born, people are special to God.
•	 God works through people to do work in their communities and world.
•	 All Christians are called to be on mission with God.
•	 People can pray for specific needs of others.
•	 God tells me to connect with others and show them His love.
•	 Missionaries are Christians called by God to tell another group of 

people the good news about Jesus.

BIBLICALLEARNING

of
Levels

GOD

CHURCH

PEOPLE

FAMILY

COMMUNITY & WORLD

•	 Creation can be credited only to God.
•	 God created people in His image.
•	 God’s world is orderly, following God’s purpose.
•	 God gives people the responsibility to care for 

His creation.
•	 God is still at work in His creation, cares what happens 

in it, and is working out His plan through it.
•	 God wants people to praise Him for His creation.
•	 God restores our relationship with Him when we trust Jesus 

as Savior and Lord. Our response is worship.

•	 Jesus was born of a virgin.
•	 God planned for Jesus to be the Savior from the beginning 

of time and sent Jesus to earth at the perfect time.
•	 Jesus is fully God and fully man who came to earth in 

human form.
•	 Jesus taught that worship is for God’s glory.
•	 Jesus taught that He is the only way to God.
•	 Jesus performed miracles because He is God’s Son.
•	 Jesus transformed people through His love.
•	 Jesus’ crucifixion, burial, and resurrection were a necessary 

part of God’s plan for the forgiveness of sin.
•	 God sent Jesus to fulfill His promise of redemption.
•	 Jesus is holy and perfect.
•	 Jesus sits at God’s right hand and intercedes for us as our 

advocate, mediator, and high priest. When Jesus returns, all 
things will be made new. 

•	 The Trinity is eternal, holy, and perfect.
•	 The Holy Spirit is given to a person when he trusts Jesus as his 

Savior and Lord.
•	 God sent the Holy Spirit to be our Comforter.
•	 The Holy Spirit is eternal and active. The Holy Spirit intercedes 

for us.
•	 The Holy Spirit empowers Christians to tell others about 

Jesus and God’s plan of salvation.
•	 The Holy Spirit inspired and guided people to write the Bible.
•	 The Holy Spirit pursues and convicts people of sin.

•	 The truths in the Bible are without error and will last 
forever.

•	 The Bible is God’s message about Himself and His 
salvation plan through Jesus.

•	 The Bible is the only inspired, written Word of God.
•	 The Bible teaches that salvation through Jesus is God’s 

gift of forgiveness.
•	 The Bible teaches how to live a Christian life by 

following Jesus.

•	 God had a plan for salvation before the beginning of time.
•	 Jesus willingly died to provide salvation. Jesus’ death and 

resurrection make salvation possible.
•	 The punishment for sin is eternal death and hell.
•	 People cannot save themselves. Jesus died to pay the penalty for 

our sins, redeeming and rescuing us from sin and death.
•	 God’s salvation is eternal. Nothing can separate Christians from 

God’s love.
•	 A growing relationship with Jesus is important and necessary. A 

Christian experiences joy when he recognizes God is working in 
his life and in the lives of others.

JESUS

HOLY SPIRIT

BIBLE

SALVATION

CREATION



GOD
•	Because God is holy, He is altogether separate from and far above 

people who are sinful.
•	God is Creator, all creation is a result of His work, and people were 

created to live in relationship with Him.
•	God is omnipresent (all places at all times), omniscient (all-knowing), 

and omnipotent (allpowerful).
•	God communicates to us through His Word and hears and answers 

when we pray.
•	God relates to His people according to His covenant promises, He is 

faithful, and He always keeps His promises to us.
•	God is loving and righteous and will one day make right all that sin 

has damaged.
•	God is worthy of our worship because of how He relates to us and 

because of who He is, and we owe to Him our attention and affections.
•	God (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit) is eternal, and has existed for 

eternity past and will exist for eternity into the future.
•	There is one God who reveals Himself to us as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

JESUS
•	Jesus was conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of a virgin.
•	From the beginning, God planned that Jesus would save people from 

their sins and sent Him at exactly the right time.
•	Jesus is fully God and fully man, and He is altogether holy.
•	Jesus lived for the glory of the Father and taught that we should do 

the same through lives of worship.
•	Jesus is the only way people can connect with God.
•	Because Jesus is God, He had the power to perform miracles.
•	From the beginning, God planned that Jesus would save people from 

their sins and sent Him at exactly the right time.
•	Jesus sits at God’s right hand and continually prays for us. Jesus will 

one day return to exercise His reign over creation.

HOLY SPIRIT
•	God (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit) is eternal, and has existed for 

eternity past and will exist for eternity into the future.
•	Each person who comes to faith in Christ receives the Holy Spirit and 

is given a spiritual gift.
•	Jesus promised that God would send the Holy Spirit to minister to 

God’s people in a special way.
•	The Holy Spirit intercedes before the Father on our behalf.
•	The Holy Spirit inspired and guided people to write the Bible.

BIBLE
•	The Bible is true, without error, and will last forever.
•	The Bible is the story of God’s work in creation and centers around Jesus.
•	The Bible is the only inspired written Word of God.
•	Through the Bible, we know God Himself and how He expects us to live.

SALVATION
•	Before the beginning of time, God’s plan for salvation centered on 

Jesus’ death and resurrection.
•	People cannot save themselves, and Jesus is the only way to be 

reconciled to God.
•	Because of our rebellion against God, we deserve eternal punishment.
•	God’s salvation is eternal, and nothing can separate us from Him.
•	We can be confident in our salvation when we live in obedience to 

God and in ways that reflect Jesus.

CREATION
•	God is Creator, and all creation is a result of His work.
•	Creation testifies as to the existence of God, and people are without 

excuse for their disbelief and disobedience.
•	God’s creation functions in an orderly way and serves His purposes 

as He continues to work His creation.
•	God has given people responsibility for overseeing His creation, and 

we should steward it for His purposes.

CHURCH
•	The church is a fellowship of believers, and we are called to meet 

together regularly.
•	The church isn’t a place or a building, but consists of the people who 

belong to the family of God.
•	The church is responsible for training and equipping its members 

for works of ministry, and church members are called to give of their 
time, resources, and talents.

•	The ordinances of the church are the Lord’s Supper and baptism, 
which are earthly symbols of eternal realities.

PEOPLE
•	All people are created in God’s image, and our lives are a gift 

from God.
•	People are created as moral beings and are responsible for their 

choices, including the ways we treat others.
•	Growing in Christ-likeness requires our intentional efforts.
•	God has a purpose for every person, and He wants us to understand 

His plans for us.
•	God loves all people, regardless of ethnicity or status, and proved 

His love by sending Jesus to bear the penalty for our sin on the cross.
•	Because of Jesus, people can live with joy regardless of 

circumstances.
•	Our response to God’s love is to remain pure in all aspects of life and 

He empowers us to obey His commands as we live by the Spirit.
•	All people have sinned, and have been separated from God, but 

because of Jesus, we can be restored to a relationship with Him.

FAMILY
•	Families are part of God’s plan for filling the earth with His image-

bearers and His glory, and are responsible for providing for the 
needs of family members.

•	God’s plan for the family involves one man and one woman 
committing to one another in a lifelong covenant relationship as a 
reflection of God’s love for His people.

•	God calls children to honor their parents throughout their lives as a 
reflection of their honor and love for Him.

•	When families experience brokenness, God desires to bring healing 
and unity and to use the broader family of God to minister to hurting 
families during difficult times.

COMMUNITY & WORLD
•	God values all people and calls Christians to live on mission for the 

sake of reaching the lost with the gospel.
•	God continues to work in the world, and people are invited to join 

Him in His work.
•	We are to be involved in reaching the nations through prayer, giving 

resources, loving actions, and sharing the gospel.

MIDDLE SCHOOL
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