.
(Grace [
LUTHERAN

CHURCH | SCHOOL | CDC

Inside this issue:
Principal’'s Corner 2-3
Grow Opportunities 4

Outreach 5-7
Connections

Connection Groups  8-9

Saints Alive 10

Stephen Ministry 11

Announcements 11-
15

Contact Info/Staff & 16
Lay Leadership

Grace Notes

March 2023

Making Room

Easter is coming, but let’s not get ahead of ourselves. First, we must
faithfully walk through our time in the wilderness. Before we can arrive
at that powerful celebration of Jesus’ resurrection victory over death, we
must repent, we must confess. What the Israelites and Jesus both did
literally, we must do figuratively - we must spend some time in the
wilderness of Lent.

It is difficult to change our pace and alter our focus. We like our routines
and our goals, and we are most comfortable when we orient our lives
around them. Lent asks us to adjust our routines and our patterns. Lent
asks us to spend time intentionally turning away from sin. Lent asks us
to spend a little more time in worship. Lent asks us to perhaps fast from
something important to us so that we might identify with our Savior
Jesus who not only was tempted in the wilderness, but also gave up so
much out of His love for us.

It can be hard to make room for the things that Lent asks us to do. This
week | drove to St. Louis to participate in a Synod-wide pilot program
aimed at encouraging young men and women to consider serving the
church as full-time church workers. This drive forced me to navigate all
of the traffic both Nashville and St. Louis could throw in my direction.
While it has been in vogue to complain about Huntsville traffic lately, |
welcome it compared to that through which | recently traversed! The
Lenten analogy is this: There were many congested onramps onto the
interstate that | navigated during the trip. There | was in the right hand
lane, with an onramp approaching. Do | make room for the car
attempting to merge, or do | not make room for the car attempting to
merge? Better yet, which car do | allow to merge into MY lane? The
Honda or the Volvo? While we walk through the wilderness of Lent, we
recognize that God wants to merge into lanes of our lives in various
ways. The devil and worldly cares also desire to merge into the lanes of
our lives in various ways.

This battle takes place all of the time, but during Lent we give special
attention to it. Sometimes, we allow the wrong party to merge in, but
thanks be to God for the cross of Christ in which we glory, marveling at it
as it not only towers over the wrecks of time, but also over the wrecks of
our lives.

In Christ,

Pastor Russ
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School Happenings:

Looking Back:

Last month was a busy month for Grace Lutheran School! On February 9th we hosted
STEAM Night for the Grace family and the community. We had over 120 students
attend, plus their adults. They visited the classrooms to do a variety of hands-on
STEAM activities, like making bouncy balls, pinwheel spinners, and ‘underwater’
basket weaving. We were excited to welcome the Huntsville Botanical Garden, the
4H club, and a reptile specialist to the event. Everyone had a wonderful time!

= = kL

A few of February’s other special events included the Scholastic Book Fair, Valentine’s
Day, and a Middle School Dance.

Enrollment has opened for our current and new families. Jessica Chartier, our
admissions director, has been keeping very busy giving tours and meeting potential
families. Some of our classes are getting close to being filled already. We hosted our
first Step Up Open House for the PK class in February. Our incoming Pre-K families had
an opportunity to visit the classrooms, meet the teachers, and get a tour of the
school. If you know of anyone who is interested in attending Grace, encourage them
to contact us quickly.

Summer Camp enroliment has also opened. We are almost half-full after only a few
weeks. We are looking for camp counselors to share the fun summer we have
planned!

We welcome Senora Chanise Hale as our new Spanish teacher.
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Looking Forward:

We are coming into the final quarter of the school year. Soon there will be Spring Break,
MAP testing, class trips, field day, and graduation. The busyness will not end until school is
out.

Hiring:

We have formed a call committee to search for an elementary level teacher and a
music teacher. Since our 3@ grade teacher, Mrs. Williams, is expecting a baby this
summer, we will also need a long term sub for her maternity leave at the start of the
school year. Additionally, we are looking for after school staff, additional subs for our sub
list, and summer camp staff. Please share our staffing needs with those you know.

SGO Scholarships:

Tax time is coming up. Please remember to keep Rocket City Scholarship Granting
Organization and Grace Lutheran School in your plans. This year, over $80,000 was
designated as scholarships to our students through RCSGO because of the generosity of
our donors. If you would like information about how to designate your tax dollars to this
program, please contact the school office for more information.

Prayers:
Please continue to keep Grace in your prayers. Pray that God will provide the staff we

need, the students He is sending, and that He will continue to guard over us and bless us
with His divine love and providence.
God'’s Blessings,

Delaine Schiestel



+
Ei
WORSHIP GROW ENGAGE

GROW - BIBLE STUDY TOPICS

March 2023 Edition

GROW

Bible Studies Topics - March 2023

Sunday Morning Children and Youth

Infant—Pre-K (Church Nursery) - Jesus Comes to Earth

K—4th (Church Choir Room) - Jesus Comes to Earth

5th and 6th Grade (School Library) - Characters of the Bible: Gospels
Confirmation (Room 106) - Faith Application

High School (Youth Room) - Ruth

Sunday Morning Communities

Figuring It Out (Room 203) - Romans

Balancing Act (School Band Room) - Grace Under Pressure: Responding
Faithfully to Stress

Tug of War (Room 204) - Life’s Big Questions, God’s Big Answers

Now What (Room 202) - Hebrews and Leviticus

Sunday Morning Bible Studies

David (School Cafeteria)
Our Life with the Holy Spirit (Room 209)
Bible for Non-Native English Speakers (Room 113)

Bible Studies During the Week

Digging Deeper (Wednesday at 6:30 PM in the Assembly Room) -
Archaeology of the Exodus

Women'’s Bible Study (Monday at 1:00 PM in the Church Library) - End
Times: The Lutheran Difference

Women’s Bible Study (Tuesday at 9:30 AM in the Church Library) - Be
Still and Know

Men’s Bible Study (2nd Saturday at 7:30 AM in the School Cafeteria) -
Topic Varies

Ladies of Grace Circles - Topic Varies

Page 4
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WORSHIP | GROW | ENGAGE is our discipleship focus. Disciple
making is a process that needs ongoing attention. Jesus

commands us to make disciples. We are EACH to be disciple-

makers. What priority are you giving to being a disciple? Do not &) RSHIP
leave it to the church/school staff to do the discipling! Are you

keeping your eyes and ears open to opportunities to build \ G R oW qxg AGE

connections with someone and be ready to share your faith story?

We thank God for the blessings of increased church attendance along with participation in Bible
Class/Sunday School! Grace Lutheran desires to serve more people as many are searching for
Gospel news about Jesus and what He has done for each of us! We currently have weekly
worship attendance of more than 300 between both services, and Sunday School/Bible class
attendance in the 175 range.

We face a challenge with the need for more parking space while maximizing church attendance.

We want to be user friendly to guests and members who struggle with ease of mobility. Consider the
following to help with our parking needs near the church sanctuary. If you enjoy good mobility, we
encourage you to drop off your spouse/family members at the entrance to the sanctuary and park
your vehicle in the parking lot behind the old gym or on the south side of the Annex building. If your
family is bringing two cars to worship/Bible class, park one in a more remote area. We are looking at
ways we could make it easier to use more distant parking. (Note: Please leave the handicap parking
spaces for persons having handicap access!) A golf cart that seats 4 could help to shuttle people. It
also means that perhaps arriving a few minutes earlier will help you to find spaces that will leave
parking for newcomers. Your cars are safe in the parking lot behind the old gym as we have safety
ushers who check the premises and parking areas throughout the morning.

You can also help by being willing to sit in the front of the church. Guests prefer to have seating in
open spaces closer to the back of the church. Also, be willing to move to the center of a pew so
that people can fill in at the ends.

We are kingdom focused as we seek to serve more people and see God add them as members
of His body. We give thanks to God for His ongoing blessings as we continue to serve people.

| am pleased to see the different links our new visitors have as they join us (Family members,
CDC & school families, Lutheran ties).

| encourage you to PRAY for our congregation and for each other! Prayer is a vital tool that can
move “mountains.” Prayer is a vital tool as we seek to acquire additional parking along with
praying for God to help us as we each invite others to join in worship at Grace Lutheran. |
encourage you to pray specifically each day for two or three people in your contact circle that
you desire for God to add as a member of His church. What a movement of prayer and
blessing that God will add to His church!

To grow in congregational health, take time to get know others who you do not know when we
gather for worship and Bible study. Take time to build connections and relationships! We will
be healthier as a congregation as persons grow in connections! We desire to be a welcoming
community! Invest the time and extend a hand of welcome saying, “I have not meet you. | am
....". Your words of welcome and getting to know others is vital as part of our overall
congregational health.

Blessings!
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ENGAGE

LOCAL MISSION ENGAGE CONNECTIONS

Grace Lutheran has developed a relationship with McDonnell Elementary
School (4010 Binderton Place, Huntsville, AL 35805). We have been
advocates for the school and open to responding to needs as they are shared
with us. We are still stocking their Little Library with children’s books. The
library has been moved nearer to the school building as it was knocked down
twice recently. We have a need for children’s books, activity books, and
basic school supplies. You can support this project by contributing
gently used children’s books or providing such items as commercially
wrapped individual snacks (examples: Cheez It crackers, Lance sandwich
crackers, Rice Krispy or granola bars). Books and school supplies along with
food supplies may be placed in the chest in the church narthex. Thanks for
your generous support as you respond in the love of Jesus.

First Stop encounters the homeless where they are, connects them to
critical services and support, and empowers them toward independent
sustainable living. So far this year, the First Stop team has successfully
assisted 53 individuals from homelessness to independent, sustainable
living. These are 53 people who are no longer living on the street but are
sleeping in the safety and comfort of their own homes.

First Stop relies on volunteer support to provide hot meals twice a day
at the temporary facility location — 2820 Governors Drive.

Volunteer Tips for providing meals:

« Meals should serve 80-100 people. Prepare food for 80 people! 3-4
servers are needed to serve the meal.

. Provide food that is already prepared and only needs to be heated. No
cooking, please.

- We serve Breakfast and Lunch, Monday through Friday. Breakfast
meals are to delivered to First Stop by 7:45 AM and lunch meals by no
later than 11:15 AM

« Breakfast is served from 8:30 a.m. to 9:30 a.m.

Lunch is served from 12 p.m. to 1 p.m.
For more information, contact Karen Davidson or Gene Menzel!
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Love Packages

Love Packages is a local ministry in Decatur which ships Bibles and other Christian materials (new
and used) to impoverished churches worldwide, free to recipients. Grace Lutheran Church has
participated for several decades by collecting Bibles, Sunday School, VBS, Bible Study, and
Devotional (i.e. Portals of Prayer) materials. Saints Alive and Steve and Nancy Rice take these
materials over to Love Packages in Decatur usually twice a year.

If you have Bibles or any of the materials mentioned above that you would like to donate, please bring
them to Church and place them in the Love Packages bin in the Haag Church Library. If you have any
questions, please call Nancy Rice or the church office.

A.C.T.S. Ministry

The A.C.T.S. (Actively Caring, Tenderly Serving) ministry team is organized to serve those who are
experiencing a challenge in their life and need just a little extra help with a task or two — a caretaker in
need of respite care, a church member who needs transportation assistance, someone experiencing a
health challenge who would benefit from a couple of home cooked meals — the A.C.T.S. ministry team
exists to meet these needs. If you know of someone who can benefit, or if you have a particular need
for yourself, let us know the need by calling the church office. Driving someone — YES — helping someone
replace a light bulb — YES — picking up groceries — YES! We need to identify one or two leaders for this
ministry. If you want to serve as a leader and participate in a quarterly meeting, please get in touch!

CONNECT CARD - You are encouraged to invite a friend, neighbor, or work colleague to visit our
church’s website at www.gracelutheran-hsv.orq and complete a CONNECT CARD - located in the left
margin on the homepage. Persons completing the CONNECT CARD are added to our MailChimp list
and receive the weekly e-mail from Pastor Russ with a link to our livestream worship service.

Serving Persons Via Facebook: Visit the Grace Lutheran Ministries — Church & School page on
Facebook. Go to the page and “LIKE” the page (in top section at the bottom left side of the cover page
— not below the posted comment). Liking the Grace Lutheran page helps us to get information to your
Facebook account!
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ARE YOU CONNECTED?

Connection Groups (formerly called interest groups) are a means of “building bridges” to connect
with others (unchurched or dechurched) in your neighborhood or our community. It's about building a
group around a similar interest (hobby, craft, fun activity, sport, or just about anything else under the
sun). The goal is to help connect persons to Christ, the church, and the community. Dream the
possibilities and then explore the opportunity to set up a group that meets at least on a bi-weekly
basis. Of course, you can choose to take breaks in the schedule as needed for holidays/summer
vacation, etc. Grace Lutheran’s vision is to grow in being passionate servants. Organizing or leading a
connection group is a means of being a passionate servant. Have you ever thought that you can be
instrumental in connecting others around interests as a means of serving God?

Want to start your own group? Contact Kathryn Bradshaw or the church office. Not in a group? We
encourage you to join one of our existing groups.

Here is a listing of the current Connection Groups
(Continued on next page)

The Christian Book Club meets in the church library at 10 a.m. on the 2™
- Wednesday of each month. Our next meeting will be Wednesday, March 8th,
= and we will be discussing Shelter (Shelter Trilogy Book) by Robin Merrill. The
next reading selection is The Power of Half: One Family Decision to Stop
Taking and Start Giving Back by Kevin & Hannah Salwen. Contact: Karen

. -
,B [O K == Crout or the Church Office.
- /}
C ‘ L U B Can't come to the Book Club? Books from our reading selections are

also available in the church library. When you enter the library, go to
the bookcase on the opposite wall (to the left of the window). You will
find the books on the bottom two shelves There is a sign indicating that

— ——

The Sew 'n Sews meet on Mondays from 1-3 pm in the church
choir room. This group makes many things that are donated to
various people and organizations. Projects include making lap
quilts/fleece blankets for those in need and making fleece
eyeglass cases for MOST Ministries (Mission Opportunities
Short Term). A new project is making purses for Sew Powerful,
an organization that distributes feminine care products (purses
and pads) so young ladies can attend school. There’s something
for everyone to make, no matter your skill level or sewing/craft
interest.

Come and join us! Contact Harriett Kicklighter or the church
office.
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A Bridge Group meets once a month on the 4" Thursday except in November and
December (meeting instead on the 3™ Thursday). This is party bridge — just for fun

'*QQ and friendship. If interested, contact Mary Jane Reumann or the church office for
70O MUCH BRIDGE more information.

ONE CAN NEVER PLAY

Friday Afternoon Golf is organized by Dennis Sierk and Phil
Nelson. Time and place: The par 3 course at Hampton Cove every
Friday afternoon. For more information, contact Dennis or Phil.
Please note the following rules:

1. No score keeping.

2. If you don't like your shot, take another one.
3. If you don't like your lie, move it.

4. Refreshments in the clubhouse, afterward.

MEN’S MINISTRY GROUP meets on the second Saturday of each month. The next gathering is
scheduled for Saturday, March 11th. We meet in the Family Life Center Cafeteria at 7:30 AM. We
are currently doing a study of The Reason for God by Tim Keller. These are discussions on faith and
life.This month’s question focuses on “What Gives You the Right to Tell Me How to Live My Life?” and
“Why Are There So Many Rules?” There is freedom in the Gospel! Let’s explore it together! The
invitation to participate is open to all men as we gather for a light meal, prayer, Bible study, and
fellowship. If you have any questions, contact Gene Menzel.

CHARITY - Pam Lowe
FAITH - Betsy Scott
HOPE - Karen Crout
PEACE - Pam Stieglitz
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Saints’ Alive is a senior adult ministry that chooses a variety of
activities to visitt The activities are scheduled for the 1% and 3™
Wednesday of each month.

Upcoming Saints Alive Activity

On March 15th, Melissa Kirkindall will be giving a presentation on Monarch butterflies. The
presentation will be hosted in the Choir Room and begins at 10:00 AM. Melissa is a member of the
Madison Garden Club, Master Gardeners of North Alabama, the Huntsville Botanical Garden, the
Alabama Nature Conservancy, and The Land Trust of Huntsville and North Alabama. Her yard is
certified by the National Wildlife Federation as a Backyard Wildlife Habitat and is a Monarch
Butterfly Waystation. Melissa says, “What we are going to talk about is a biological miracle. No other
butterflies migrate like the Monarch.”
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Transitions
By Merle Trich

What do you think of when you hear the word “transition”? Do you think of
transition of seasons or life transitions or more simply, in writing, a word or
phrase that connects one idea to another? Whatever you think of when you
hear “transition,” it involves “change” and many times a “transforming
change.”

Some transitions, such as from winter to spring, are uplifting as we witness God’s beautiful creation
coming to life in the flowers that spring up. Other transitions that involve our lives may not be easy. We
may be overwhelmed with emotions and feelings related to the changes occurring. Job had many
transitions in his life, as he went from “having it all” to “having nothing.” He lost his possessions, his
children, and his own health. However, through it all, he refused to curse or blame God. What strength...
what faith he had. He was a transformed man.

Isaiah 43:1-3 reminds us of God’s presence. “Do not fear, for | have redeemed you; | have called you by
name; you are mine. When you pass through the waters, | will be with you; and through the rivers, they
shall not overwhelm you; when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, and the flame shall not
consume you. For | am the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior.” God’s people will face
trials, but we have the promises of God’s presence and salvation. That’s right, God has redeemed you,
saved you from your sin and made you His own child.

Transformation is pervasive in the Bible because it is part of God’s redemption! Paul said in Romans
12:2: “Do not be conformed to this world but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing
you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.” This transformation
occurs in our thoughts and actions.

Whatever transition you are going through right now, remember God redeems and will bring
transformation through the Holy Spirit.

Could you or someone you know use a Stephen Minister to walk with you through a transition in your life?
It could be the loss of a loved one or friend, a diagnosis of a chronic or new medical condition, transitions
in relationships, moves, or a need for spiritual encouragement. Contact Judy Zecher or Pastor Russ to
discuss your desire for a Stephen Minister assignment, or if you have any questions about

Stephen Ministry at Grace.

We have a new class of Stephen Ministers in training now until April. Please keep Stephen Ministry at
Grace Lutheran in your prayers. May God strengthen our Stephen Ministers and trainees as they serve
our congregation.



+
~N Page 12
WORSHIP GROW ENGAGE

ANNOUNCEMENTS

March 2023 Edition

A Message from Suds-n-Buds at First Stop

“I never thought | would be at a place where | would rely on the good graces of one who cared enough to see that |
have clean clothes.” - G. First Stop client

Dear Grace Family,

Wow! Your generous Christmas Mission donation makes it possible to continue the Suds-n-Buds ministry at First Stop
for many months to come! Thank you and God bless.

Looking for an opportunity to engage in the community? Suds -n- Buds has volunteer opportunities. As a volunteer you
will load the washing machines with soap and drop the required number of quarters necessary to run the washers and
dryers. Then just sit down and listen to someone’s story and maybe share a bit of your own as well. It's a powerful way
to be the hands and feet of Jesus. The ministry takes place at JJ’s Laundromat located at 2302 Governor’s Drive, HSV,
35805, Tuesday’s and Wednesday’s from 9:30 AM— 12:00 PM and Thursdays from 1:00 to 3:00 PM. You may volunteer
as much or as little as you wish. Want more information? Contact Karen Davidson.

CHAR-BROILED DELIVERY

GLS Spirit Night

This Tuesday, March 7th, is the Grace Lutheran Spirit Night at Steak-Out. You can order from any Madison
County location from open to close, and mention Grace to have a portion of the proceeds go to benefit the
Grace Lutheran PTL. Thank you for your support!
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Midweek Lenten Worship

Join us on Wednesdays as we continue our Promised Treasures Lenten series. The series focuses on Old
Testament and New Testament elements that remind of God’s eternal love for us in Christ. There will be a
fellowship meal at 5:30 PM, with the service following at 6:30 PM.

March 8— Water Gives You Life

March 15—Light Shining in the Darkness
March 22—Bread of Life

March 29—Palms and Victory

GIVE
BLOOD

Grace Lutheran Church
Blood Drive

March 12 |FESUT

7:30am - 12:30pm ommunity Blood Centers

Blood Drive
The LifeSouth Bloodmobile will be at Grace Lutheran Sunday, March 12th from
7:30 AM-12:30 PM in the Church parking lot. To sign-up to give visit:
https://donors.lifesouth.org/donor/schedules/drive_schedule/774654
Or scan the QR code below:

ol

9
>
I Grace

LUTHERAN
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Crocheters Needed!
Needed: Willing crocheters to make 3 inch hearts for the Mountain Lakes LWML Zone Christian Growth
Worskshop over the next few weeks. The Ladies of Grace are hosting the CGW here at Grace on Saturday,
April 22nd from 9:00 AM-1:00PM with a theme of “Thank you for being the HEART of Jesus!” We need at
least 200 of these “Buddy Hearts,” with extras going to Huntsville charities, so the more we make, the more
we can hand out! Each Buddy Heart will have an uplifting note attached, so we will need workers to tie
ribbons as well.

We will hand out yard and instructions on Saturday, March 11th and 25th in the Annex Assembly Room from
10:00AM-12:00PM. Come by anytime to pick up or stay to crochet with others. Then, on Saturday, April 15th
from 10:00AM-12:00PM, we will gather to put the ribbons and notes on the Buddy Hearts! We will also need
counters and sorters so we will now how many we made and can sort them for donation.

If you can crochet, tie a ribbon, or sort, your help would be greatly appreciated! Please contact Rita Lange at
or the Church Office with any questions!

Easter Egg Hunt

Mark your calendars for Saturday, April 1st for Grace's Annual Easter Egg Hunt! We will have plenty of
eggs for everyone to get their fill of goodies. Come early or stay a little later to visit our activity
stations, where you can learn more about the Easter story and find some more treats.

9:30 AM — Registration and activities open
10:05 AM — 0-2s and 3-5s Easter Egg Hunt
10:15 AM — 6-10s Easter Egg Hunt

Easter Egg Hunt Service Opportunities

In order to make our Easter Egg Hunt a great event for the children, we have several ways you can get
involved. We need volunteers to help with set up, take down, check-in, and running activities.
Contact Jen Roettjer if you can help.

We also need eggs filled with candy! All eggs must be delivered by Sunday, March 26th to the treasure
chest in the Narthex. Please keep in mind the following:

* ALL candy must be packaged in its original packaging.

* NO loose candy, such as jellybeans.

* Avoid using candy with peanuts.

* Only put candy inside. NO toys.

* Make sure the candy fits inside the egg, so that it can close and not pop open.
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Easter Breakfast
The Youth will be serving breakfast on Easter Sunday from 7:15-10:30 AM. Join us in the Family

Life Center gym for egg casserole, hash browns, and assorted pastries. A free will offering will be
taken. All funds will go to support the Youth!

If you would like to help bring any food items to help make this a great breakfast, please sign up in
the Church Center app or by scanning the QR code below. All items will need to be dropped off in
the Family Life Center Kitchen on March 31st from 3:00-5:00 PM.

=] ke =]

Grace

LUTHERAN

SHINE JESUS LIGHT,

VBS Save the Date

June 4-8, 2023 in the Evenings.
Dinner will be provided.
Registration begins in May

Altar Flowers
Our altar flowers are generously provided each week by Cookie Halbritter. To sponsor the flowers for a
specific Sunday, please sign up on the Flower Chart on the bulletin board near the church office, and indicate
who or what event the flowers commemorate. A donation of $25.00 (cash or check made out to Grace
Lutheran Church) is appreciated. After the service, the person who sponsored the flowers for that week can
take them and use them as desired, though please return the vase to the church office at a later date.
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