Grace Notes

September 2010

RACE

Lutheran Church & School
Ma/k/wfrig a Do/jﬁe/r&moa

From the Pastor’s Desk

Dear Friends in Christ: o
God would have us to be as individuals and a

During last Sunday’s message on August 15 Ichurch for reaching the lost in this community. To
shared with the congregation how my life suddenlyexpress it another way, we may be spiritually
seemed like a race with the start of school,committed followers of Jesus Christ, yet so
gathering the necessary supplies, buying clothesgmotionally unhealthy that it renders us spirityall
carting people from one place to another,unhealthy and ineffective in our mission as
appointments, work , and more and how badly lindividuals and a church. That's a price I'm not
needed the weekend just to wind down and energizavilling to risk for the sake of the lost!

for meeting it again next week. Then | asked for a It's then that it hit me, “Where’s my time for
show of hands as to how many of you could relateGod?” I'm not just talking about morning
to their life as a race and was amazed by the faclevotions and a prayer, or worship and Bible
that almost every hand was in the air, mineStudy. No, what I'm referring to goes so much
included. Afterwards | had a number of peopledeeper than that — it's the setting aside theaeg-r
comment as to how much they appreciated theeach day for growing in my relationship with

message and just knew it was intended for them.  Christ so that | can run the race He's marked out
for us individually and as a church with an

The more | thought about the number of hands thatEmotionally Healthy Spirituality” that sets our
were raised and the comments that followed, | kneweyes upon Christ as our prize and the only hope for
that God had touched on a very relevant issueen ththe world today!

life of our church through the power of His Word Beginning on Sunday, September 12, | want to
and | dare not overlook it. It got me thinking abo invite you to join with us for a nine (9) week
all the things that might be contributing to that worship series entitled, “Emotionally Healthy
feeling we’re experiencing and | thought of such Spirituality,” which will transform your life and
given things like that of the start of school, nmaki encourage you to live differently than the current
a living in this economy, raising a family, medical culture by truly focusing on Jesus instead of the
issues and illness, grief, and those things we mighrat-race. With God's Spirit at work in this proses
not think of like personal lifestyles that are you'll discover new opportunities for overcoming
unhealthy spiritually, emotionally, mentally, and those issues which seek to interfere with your
physically impacting in a negative way the peoplerelationship with Christ and each other. | want to

...continued on page 2



...cont.

challenge you to go even deeper Emotionally Unhealthy Spirituality!”

by connecting with one of our Week #2: “Know Yourself That You May Know God!”
home-based Small Group Week #3: “Going Back In Order To Go Forward!”
Ministries or our Sunday Week #4: “Journey Through The Wall!”

morning Bible Class addressing Week #5: “Enlarge Your Soul Through Grief and Lbss
this issue for even greater life Week #6: “Discover the Rhythms of the Daily Offimed Sabbath!”
transformation. Week #7: “Grow into an Emotionally Mature Adult!”

Week #8: “Go the Next Step to Develop a ‘Rule gél”
The topics we’'ll be considering Week #9: “A Celebration of Emotionally Healthy Spiality!”
include:
Week #1: “The Problem of ~ Your Servant in Christ,

Saints Alive will be on the move again beginningwednesday September 1st.
They will be travelling to Hanceville, AL, to the &lface State College Museum
and then to Cullman for lunch at the famous "Ab&k" restaurant. The van will

be leaving the church at 8:30 AM

On Wednesday September 15th they will be goinght t

Huntsville Botanical Gardens to see the fall flosvas wells

the annual "Scarecrow Exhibit". Lunch will be aé tharden.
Expected time of departure will be at 9:30 AM

Do watch the bulletin board outside the churchceffior the sign up lists and plan to join
us on these fun filled trips

Small Group Leaders Meeting August 23!

With summer coming to an end and schooyou might have for additional growth in your
underway, it's time once again to make plans fogroups. This meeting is open to anyone who is
plugging in and getting connected to one of oucurrently serving as a Small Group facilitator,
many Small Group Ministries. As a result, therevould like to serve as a Small Group facilitator, o
will be a special planning and organizationawould like to learn more about starting your own
meeting for all Small Group facilitators to be heldSmall Group Ministry. Facilitators unable to atlen
on Monday, August 23, from 6:30-8:00PM. It hasare asked to please e-mail your reports to
been awhile since we last met and everyone is askblclark23@hotmail.conor contact Pastor Blair for
to please bring a summary report of your past gearmore information.

activities, attendance, study topics, and openings




Generations In Faith Together (GIFT)

We're off to a great start this year! Thank youalbof the families that came to orientation! We a0
happy to have some new families joining us thisryéfayou weren't able to make it to orientatiom n
worries, we still want you to join us! Just comednwn to the GIFT Center on Wednesday nights at 6PM
This year we are using Faith Inkubators newest ¢heset “Songs of Israel” where the Psalms are
intertwined with the parables of Jesus. It's gdimdpe a great year full of family fun, learningdasharing.

GIFT: Families with children 5th grade and younger come together on Wednesday evenings
during the school year to hear Bible Stories, learn key Scriptures

using songs and sign language, and create art to share. It's a

wonderful, fun way to spend time with your family, learn, and

have fun all at the same time! Your children will love it and you

will too! So, come join us on Wednesdays 6—7:30 PM! For more

information contact Heather Roberts

(roberts2006 @bellsouth.net) or John Mays

(jbmays96@yahoo.com).

The GIFT Center is located in the Annex across from the
Assembly Room and the School Library.

The kids are doing an excellent job learning theéw music and
instruments. We are learning Psalm 4:8 set to mukiwill both lie
down and sleep in peace; for you alone, O Lord,emak lie down in
safety.” What a beautiful verse and so perfecttierchildren to sing as
a bedtime prayer. We are also learning some teoamiti hymns and
rockin’ praise music. We would love to have morgskiso please bring
yours!

Kids Praise Team: GIFT children learn to sing and play instruments. We do traditional hymns,
praise songs, Bible songs, and other fun music. The kids perform periodically for the congregation.
It really is A LOT of fun! Practice is Wednesday evenings during GIFT, which starts at 6PM. For
more information please contact John or Emily Willis (430-9537 or mail2ew@gmail.com)




What a tremendous start to the but have given so generously to tomorrow, and this year our
school year! So many parents make sure our mission has whattheme helps bring this home as
have expressed joy in the fact it needs to be successful. each class seeks ways in which
that the start of school has gone “our they can be service minded. Our
so well. It is a true testament to chapel offerings this year will be
the dedication of this veteran, supporting a different mission

state certified educational staff approximately each quarter. Our
that has made Grace come off to goal is to conduct a ministry of
an incredible start. We are truly men.” Our goal is to teach the intentional service beyond our
thankful for the outpouring of children about service. How do school and support mission
support on Blitz Day to get the we put our faith into practice? endeavors near and far (Luke
buildings in pristine shape; for How can we share that love that 12:47-48; 24: 46-47). For the
the PTL, Pat Helton, and Dr. B's has so richly blessed our own rest of August through October
efforts in grants to provide our lives? How can we be good we will be raising money for

school with 6 Smartboards; for stewards with what God has -WML. We teach our children

the small group of parents who blessed us with? Teaching the that every Christian is called by
came out and scrubbed down theChildren how to be Christian God to live a life of eternal

kitchen to prepare it for our new citizens is a vital part in significance and is uniquely
hot lunch program; and for all preparing them for the world of gifted for service (Romans 12:1;
those whom are not mentioned 1 Peter 4:10).

Our theme this year is
Mission is Fishin™, which is

based on Matthew 4:19 that says
“Come follow me, Jesus said,

and | will make you fishers of

What a blessing indeed that Grace has been gieereiponsibility to rear up a child in the way tisépuld
go. Meet the educators that help make Grace atgealucational school, firmly rooted in Christ:

Mrs. Sabina Wank: PreK Mr. Pat Helton: Sixth Grade (Mathematics 6-8)

Mrs. Amy Collier: Half Day KindergartenMrs. Carole Thorsen Seventh Grade (Language Arts 6-8)
Mrs. Swartz: Full Day Kindergarten Mr. Tom Naatz: Eighth Grade (Science, Social Studies 6-8)
Mrs. Nit Fetterer: Kindergarten Aid Mr. Al Cypher: Technology, Phys. Ed., Athletic Director

Ms. Katherine Devine First grade Mrs. Annette Rullman: Art

Ms. Donna Behnken Second Grade Mrs. Lynda Lad: Music

Mrs. Louise Walker: Third Grade Frau Cookie Halbritter : (German 6-8)
Mrs. Monica Naatz: Fourth Grade Senora Patricia Riddle (Spanish Knd-8)

Mrs. Nikki Ellis : Fifth Grade

May God bless you, and bless Grace, as we togtR&@W Jesus and each other,
GROW to be like Him, andsOW his word in love and deed.

Serving His Kingdom,
Joshua Swartz
Principal

“For | know the plans | have for you, declaresltloed, plans to prosper you and not to harm you,

plans to give you hope and a future.” Jeremiah29:1
1



PRrRAISE THE LORD for His goodness and for hearts filled with givinginancial reports from the April’'s
Gulf States District LWML Convention show Grace-Hswille as leading the way in mite collections imro
zone during the last two years, $3,565.00. Coatlestfrom the remaining eleven churches in our zone
ranged from $2,288.00 to $153.00.

Combined mite offerings from churches in all sixes of the Gulf States District went tow.
fulfilling $26,000.00 in mission grants for 20084M With the Lord’s guidance a simi
dollar amount for will be raised for 2010-2012.

FAITH LUTHERAN OF MADISON is hosting the Mountain Lakes Zone Rally on Sayrd
September 25. Your circle chairs will soon haveta details for this event. Be sure to put
the date on your calendar and plan to attend diaith is just a few miles down the road.
More importantly Zone Rallys are great in every wayot to be missed.

English Classes at Igelesia de American Cooking Class

la Comunidad Next American cooking class for

Classes start Tuesday, the Hispanic community will be
September 1% for the next 10 in September. The class helps

Mentoring at Ridgecrest week session. The classes arethem learn more English,
Elementary School from 5:30 to 7:30 PM on introduces them to

Anvone interested in mentorin Tuesdays and Thursdays. WeAmerican
yone . . 9 need flexible teachers, baby cooking and \
or helping out with a variety of

tasks at Ridgecrest EIementarySitterS and snack providers. |If is a great timg % /
School this 2010-2011 year, call interested call Jack Renfro at 256 for fellowshlp.

Phil and Kleone at 256-534- 0>270073.  No experience
2483 necessary and a servant’'s heart.

You will Make a Differencein
their lives.

GO (Grace Outreach)! Make a Difference




“Faith Journey”
for Middle School and Senior High Youth
Wednesday Nights, begins August 25, 2010
6:00-7:30 p.m., in the Annex
(Wed. Night Supper, 5:15-5:45 p.m.)

SUPER SATURDAY NIGHT !
“Welcome Back-to-School Party”
For Middle School & Senior Youth, Grades 6-
12+
Sat., August 28; 7:00-9:30 p.m.
In the Family Life Center Gym & Youth Center !!!
*FREETIME IN THE YOUTH CENTER!
*Open gym, basketball, games,
friendship, food, fun!
*Christian Growth & Prayer
*Video games, foosball, pool, Rock Band, Wii!
*Everyone in Grades 6-12+ is invited
to come and bring friends!
*Please bring brownies, cookies,
or a snack to share.

Please Mark Your Calendar:
CHURCHWIDE
Garage sale !
Sponsored by the Senior Youth
Sat., Nov. 6, 9:00-3:00 p.m., in the Gym
We will start collecting items on the stage,
beginning Sun., Oct. 24.

Please do not bring
items before this;
we do not have the
space to collect before
this date. Thank you
for your help!!

Garage
Sale

The Senior Youth 158" Annual
“Welcome Retreat-Canoe Trip”
Fri.-Sun., Sept. 3-5, 2010
on the Buffalo River,
Waynesboro, Tenn.
This entire weekend has been planned
to welcome our new ¥ Graders into Grace’s
Senior High Youth! This trip is a blast; you won't
want to miss it! We will meet to leave at 5:00 p.m
on Friday, stop to eat supper, travel to Waynesboro
This event will feature: tent camping, campfires,
Bible study, good food, canoeing and swimming in
the river, and an outdoor Church servi®¥E ARE
IN NEED OF PARENTS TO ATTEND AND
HELP; SEE KEVIN BRANDON! To register,
forms will be available Aug. 1 on T
Kevin's Office door. Sign them )

and return them with $55 fe@Y A_&\

SUNDAY, AUG. 22!
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9" ANNUAL MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH

FALL RETREAT
Fri.-Sun., Oct. 22-24, at Horn’s Creek, Ocoee TN
You won’t want to miss this great weekend get-away
to the lower Smoky Mountains. Features: cabirth wi
bunk-beds, a covered deck, a living room, a firepla
and a view of the lake and mountains, a low-ropes
course, cooking our own meals, Bible study, carepfir
devotions, roasting marshmallows, prayer, mountain
hiking, freetime, volleyball, basketball, canoeing,
recreation, friendship-building, growing in Chriahd
lots of fun! ALL PARENTS ARE WELCOME
AND ENCOURAGED TO ATTEND! Cost: $65
per Middle School Youth, $55 per adult or younger/
older sibling. Registration Deadline_is Wednesday,
Sept. 29or the cost increases by $20 each and
registrations are space permitting.



It's here, again — that time of year when “Parbf’'the vacations are done for the year, and evienythoes
back to the “school” routine. Even if you don't leaehildren in school, you still notice something
“different” in the way things are scheduled and titafic on the road.

The same happens in music at our church. We'veataeéak from singing every week, and now it's tiime
warm up the cords, bring back the choir memberd, see what’s new and waiting for us in the Music
Room.
Hopefully, there will be new ceiling tiles on theiling (obviously). Somebody has been very
busy fixing the roof above us, and maybe this tiit'® good!
CD’s for the Christmas cantata& he First Noel,” which will begin in October, although the
books and rehearsal CD’s are available before then.
New people — Our growth in the choir has been wdnti¢he past couple of years! Look
around you in church and hear who has that wonb&fior voice. We need you! Figure out
where that nevgopranois sitting and ask her to come with you. We need! \{Check out the
harmonizers and when you pinpoint tha#® andbassvoices, give them the time to meet and
sing with us. We need you! (Pastor’s given us tkeydo stop the service at any time we hear
the voicings we need and sdyhere you are!” so that ought to be an incentive to sing out!
J Kidding. . .)
A schedule, ready to go, just about, with the sthatildren, voices and band, who will
participate in at least four worship services tigtothe school year.

Handbells that will ring along and enhance our \uigrs

It's an exciting place to be, right now, with newusic and new sounds ready to be mastered, and then
presented to The Master as an offering of our teelsim. Come and be a part of it!

Beginning September 12, the adult choir will relseaat 2:00 PM in the Music Room. The children’d bel
choirs and adult bells will also begin rehearsingt tweek, but Susan Sadler has more informaticthign
newsletter, too, so make sure to check out her!'page

Judy Burhans, Minister of Music

Thank you for the many acts of kindness duringréoent iliness and death of our "Nana."
Heff and Becky Heffelfinger
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Please join Thrivent Financial for
Lutherans in supporting the 2010 Maynor
& Mitchell Golf Classic on Thursday,
September 9th, at the Hampton Cove Golf
Course. All proceeds will benefit the
Huntsville Madison County Senior Center

In addition to providing countless programs and .

activities geared towards active and productive
seniors, the Senior Center provides

heath
screenings and a variety of services for less activ -
seniors, such as Meals on Wheels and limited -

additional activities and camaraderie for
hundreds of seniors!
You can see why the Huntsville Madison
County Senior Center is considered on of
the top centers in the United States!
The Golf Classic will consist of 4 Flights:
Open Flight
Women'’s Flight
Senior Flight (55-64)
Super Senior Flight (65+)

homemaker services. Research shows that thesePrizes will be awarded for theland 29 place

types of services help to keep people in their
homes, while saving millions of dollars in nursing
home expenses!

In the area of nutrition, the Senior Center is ohe
five centers in Madison County which provides a
hot meal to seniors, every Monday through Friday,

teams in each flight, as well as for closest to the
pin on all Par 3's. There will be a cookout
immediately following the Classic. Put together a
team of four, or consider one of the many levels of
sponsorship. Contact Craig Satterfea|246) 883-
5509 or email at_craig.satterfeal@thrivent.com

at a cost dictated by income. There are also someYour support for this worthwhile cause is greatly
40 satellite groups associated with the Senior appreciated!

Center throughout the county that provide

Soups On!

—' !

There are containers Of o mm——
soup available for
those in need in the
kitchen freezer.
Please sign the sign
out sheet on the
freezer door so we
can keep track of
how much soup we need. Please contact Joyce
Larder at 882-0900 with any questions.




A1 Walkto

2010 ALSA Huntsville Alabama
Walk To Defeat ALS®
Grace Lutheran
Church & School
To join Thrivent’'s Grace Lutheran Team or to

sponsor a Grace Walker go
on-line at www.alsalabama.org

Schedule:10:00 am (check-in and registration)

Walk at 11:00 am
Date: Saturday, August 28, 2010
Location: Joe Davis Stadium

Lunch: 11:30 AM Provided by Smoked Offerings

Please be part of the Grace Team
in the fight against ALS!
Free T-shirts for the Grace Team

For complete information on registration, dona-
tions and frequently asked questions please visit

the ALSA website at
www.ALSAlabama.org
The ALS Association Alabama Chapteflkis

part of a national effort in support of local patie
services and nationally directed research. Last

year, 450 walkers in Huntsville raised over
$100,000.

Walk to Defeat ALS event funds are

supplemented by Thrivent Financial for Lutherans

For Adults (All Ages and Sizes)
High School and College Welcome
To Begin Thursday, September 9th

6:00 p.m. TO 7:30 p.m.

If you've never played hand bells before you are
missing out on a lot of fun. Not only do we leaowh
to play wonderful music, we learn
how to praise and worship as the
body of Christ. We will also be do-
ing outreach in the community as a
bell choir as well as being part of

the worship services.

Beginners are very welcome. We can teach you!

Location: GIFT ROOM

(Annex side — use old church office entry)

See you then!

Questions? Call Susan Sadler
Hp 882 2163 Cell 658 0155

email-susbell321@comcast.net
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HAND CHIMES
All Parents of 2'%- 4" Grade Students
We are beginning chimes again!
Beginning Tuesday, September"
2:55 p.m. — 3:30 p.m.

Where: The church library

HAND BELLS
Beginning to Intermediate Hand Bell Choir — 3:00 t03:30 p.m.
(Advanced chimers are welcome in this class)
Advanced Hand Bell Choir — 3:30 to 4:15 p.m.
(There will be child care in the school library
for this group from 3:00 to 3:30 p.m.)

When: Wednesday, September'8
Where: GIFT room in Annex Building (close to school library)

These choirs are an excellent after school activity promote learning musical notation and skills as
well as learning to lead worship as the body of Clst.
They will learn to play beautiful music together.

All choirs will be leading worship in Grace Lutheran School chapel services and programs as well as
Grace Lutheran Church services.

If your child cannot be picked up at the end oftrés choir we will escort him (her) to after schablld
care for which there is a charge of $7.00

Questions about any of the choirs? Call Susan Saull
Hp 256 882 2163 Cell 256 658 0155 or email susBll @comcast.net

You may also email or call the school office
susan.sadler@gls-hsv.org256 881 0553

B






Have you wondered where your money
goes? Come learn how to better manage your
money and your life. Our church is hosting Dave

Ramsey's "Financial Peace" class to teach God's The Bethel
way of handling money. Bible

These principles apply to everyone - whether yo®eries is an overview study of the Bible, pulling
are financially secure or are struggling withtogether the themes, events and time periods of
debt. The class has lessons on saving, debcripture. We will start two Old Testament classes
elimination, investing, and so much more. Watclihis fall. Judy Zecher (256-722-3612) will be
an online free preview: teaching a class on Tuesday evenings (6:30-8:30
http://www.vimeo.com/9055938 PM) beginning September 7th. Millie Sallo (256-

. ) 880-1128) will be teaching a class on Monday
The class will ‘start at 9:15 AM on Sunday,fiermqoons (1-3 PM) beginning October 4th.  Both
September 12th in the large meeting room of th((?lasses will meet in the church library. The anfst
Annex. \We need to hear from you by Sememberlhaterials is $47.00. If you would like to repela t

1st if you are planning to take the class, so we C%lass and already have your materials, there is no

order your materials. Please contact David ZeCheéxtra cost. Join us for a delightful time of stuthyd

pr Drensek,_ or Judy Zech(_er a”?' make plans téjnaring. Please call us if you plan to attendweo
join us on the journey to true financial peace! can order the materials

*% . /1 $!' 0

If you're looking for a new church home, wouldnewly revised “EXPLORING GRACE CLASS”
like to discover the distinctive philosophy thatmeets. This is an 8-week course that concludes with
makes Grace Lutheran Church an exciting and alive special two and half hour Saturday morning
community of believers, or just want to “refresh”worship! Please contact the church office or Pastor
your knowledge about the Christian faith, then marBlair for more information.

your calendars for Sunday, at 9:35 AM, as our



8:00 AM 10:45 PM

Elders

Wes McElveen Richard Stewart

Ushers

Jack Hengel Norma Palmer

Sabina Wank

Greeters

Sept 5 Bud & Millie Sallo Al & Joyce Knittel

Sept 12 Lee & Elaine Eyer John & Vanessa Holland

Sept 19 Harvey & Rita Lange Rod & Sue Schumann

Sept 26 Al & Mary Jane Reumann Wes & Essie McHivee

Sound & Video Operators

Sept 5 Tommy Presley Anthony Howard, Jim Hartma
Sept 12 Harvey Lange John Mays, Kathryn Bradshaw
Sept 19 Bill McFerrin Ken Ols, Bob Drensek

Sept 26 David Zecher Bob McCutcheon, Paul Drensek

We are still working on the schedule of Sunday rimgrradult Bible
classes that wilbegin on September 12th Please watch for the
Parish Education tri-fold that will be coming owtos. (Thank you to
Harvey Lange for his superb work each time on fhyar!) We will
also have the classes listed by September 5th lomnlletin board in
each of the buildings.

# # $2

The Monday morning Bible class will be starting aDo plan to join us for the study as well as for the
new series on Monday, September 13th, at 9:30 special times spent together in learning more
the church library, entitled "Believing God". It & about\God and His teachings.

10 week study by Beth Moore.
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Return Service Requested

Dear Family Members in Christ,

August 29" is Rally Day Sunday for our Sunday We are looking for /[ '
School children. We will meet in the churct additional substitute M
sanctuary at 9:15 for song time and to give parer teachers and people

an overview of the upcoming school year. Afte willing to assist with i
song time, we will retire to the multi-purpose roons pecial needs
for some fun time and doughnuts. children. If you are

: . , terested, please give us //‘
The first day for children’s Sunday School i in
Sunday, Septembef"5 Music time will run from a call at 256-728-7593. /

9:15 — 9:30am this year to help accommoda We appreciate all the
several of the adult Sunday School classes. Glas volunteers that helped us
will end at 10:30, please pickup your children athis summer: Kaylyn Kirsch, Elizabeth Lange,
soon as you can so our teachers can get"to Kelly Jenks, Allison Saunders, The Blooms Family,
service and their families. Bilie June Henley, Morgan Thorsen, Sarah

We will be using new material for the 3 year old Wyzynski, Olivia Burhans and, several others.

through %' grade this year. If you would like to see In his name,

what we are using, please visil
www.kidscountpublishing.com They have a -Shane & Kelly Jenks
complete lesson plan online (we are using year
material).




