
Grace Notes  

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ: 

 This past weekend while attending my son’s soccer 
tournament in Memphis I was suddenly struck by 
the reality of what I had been ignoring for some 
time – I walked into a store filled with the sights 
and sounds of Christmas!  It was as though the GPS 
system in my head was going off and squawking, 
“Recalculating – Recalculating!”  It was then that I 
realized with just two weeks before the celebration 
of Thanksgiving, whether I liked it or not, 
Christmas is on the way and there’s no stopping it – 
even as employees of some major department stores 
are petitioning their company not to open the doors 
at Midnight signally the start of “Black Friday!”  
Why, even my neighbor got one hand up on me 
again this year with the outside Christmas lights 
already on! 

 What is my point, you ask?  I believe the 
celebration of Advent and Christmas can be a huge 
matter of one’s perspective!  For many Christmas is 
simply all about the shopping, the presents, the 
lights, and the getting. It becomes an issue of agony 
over how do I make this Christmas better than the 
last, how do I make ends meet, and it comes too 
soon once again.  Lost among all the “to-do-lists,” 
decorating, and nostalgia of Christmases past is the 
perspective and joy of giving! 

 Not just any giving, but the gracious and humble 
giving of God in sending Jesus Christ, born in the 
manger, born in Bethlehem, to be our Savior!  It 
seems that more and more our society is seeking to 
eliminate that message and all the trappings that go 
along with it.  Yet, no matter how hard people 
might try, it is a message that continues to echo 
today as it did from angel voices to the shepherds 
that first Christmas, “Do not be afraid.  I bring you 
Good News of great joy that will be for all the 
people.  Today, in the town of David a Savior has 
been born to you; He is Christ the Lord!” (Luke 
2:10-11) There in a nutshell you have the 
announcement of the greatest gift that could ever 
be given – a gift of God’s grace and love – a gift 
that overcomes sin and death – a gift that lasts for 
an eternity – a gift not to be held, but shared with 
the world that all might be saved and come to the 
knowledge of the truth! 

 From my house to yours, I want to wish each and 
every one of you a “Merry Christmas” and the 
blessings of a “Happy New Year!”  Make plans 
now to join with us for our Midweek Advent 
celebrations as well our Christmas Eve Candlelight 
Services at 4:30 and 7:00 PM.  Please note that we 
will have a combined Christmas Day AND a New 
Year’s Day Service with Holy Communion offered 
at each beginning at 10:00 AM! 

 Merry Christmas, 

Pastor Blair Clark 

From the Pastor’s Desk 

December 2011 



Midweek Advent Service #1 

Wednesday, November 30 

Worship 6:45 P.M. 

  

Midweek Advent Service #2 

Christian Day School Christmas Service 

December 7 

7:00 PM 

 

 Midweek Advent Service #3 

Adult Choir Christmas Cantata 

December 14 

6:45 PM 

  

 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Services 

 Contemporary Service 

4:30 PM 

 Traditional Service 

7:00 PM 

  

Christmas Day 

 December 25 

10:00 AM 

Holy Communion 

 

 New Year’s Day 

January 1 

10:00 AM 

Holy Communion 

This first quarter of the school 
year has definitely flown by 
quickly. I can’t believe we’re 
already approaching the 
Christmas holidays! 

Our little ones have been very 
busy. Our monthly themes thus 
far have covered God Makes the 
Animals, God Makes People, 
Jesus Welcomes the Children, 
and Give Thanks to the Lord. 
We have also introduced colors, 
shapes, and the numbers 1, 2, 
and 3. 

olds.  

We have also 
welcomed two 
new staff members; Ashley 
Finley and Amanda Rowan. 

As always, MTO is extremely 
blessed and so thankful for th 
parents and children who attend 
this program. Please keep us in 
prayer as we continue to grow.  

In His service - Christy, Carrie, 
Jocelyn, Ashley, and Amanda. 

In December, our theme will be 
“Happy Birthday Jesus - To Us a 
Child is Born!” The numbers 4, 
5, and 6 will be introduced as 
well. 

Our big news for this first 
quarter is the addition of a third 
classroom. With 23 students 
registered before classes started, 
we knew it was time to expand. 
Our newest classroom is the 
multi-purpose room. We share 
this room with the afternoon 
enrichment program for 3-4 yr. 

Mommy’s Time Out News  

Midweek Advent and  
Christmas Worship Schedule 



Foster Community Update 

The members of Iglesia de la Comunidad would like 

to thank Grace for Making a Difference in their lives. 

• To our Congregation and School families for donating mountains of items. 

• To the Youth Fund for buying the 12 turkeys given to community members in our drawings. 

• To Kroger, Logan Drive, for a donation to defray the cost of the turkeys. 

• To the “Making a Difference Fund” for buying the $200 Wal-Mart gift card Grand Prize; it will be used 

for a future drawing. 

• To the 250-300 people of our community that came to the sale and shopped.  Our profit of $2300 will 

help our youth with trips, retreats, and special projects. 

• To TNT Ministries, for taking the unsold clothes, shoes, blankets, stuffed animals, monitors to bless 

those in need in North Alabama and Zimbabwe.  

• To Neighborhood Store, for taking the other unsold items. 

• To the youth and parents that put in 200+ hours to prepare and run the sale. 

Garage Sale - Special Thank You’s 

Fall Festival Soup 

Thanks to Norma Palmer for taking the lead to 
make soup for the Fall Festival at Iglesia.  Lila 
Nelson, Marion Camealy and Sandy Robinson were 
the ‘souper’ cooks who helped.  Grace also 
provided 45 candy bags for attendees. 

Thanks to all who helped make their Festival a 
success. 

Puppets at Iglesia 

Thanks to Kevin Brandon for giving the Hispanic 
Puppets, a ‘stage’ and Spanish material to Iglesia.  
They had their first show, October 29th and it was a 
huge success. 

 

English Classes 

Last English class was November 17th.  Thanks to 
teachers Phil and Kleone Nelson, Dennis Sierk, 
Marion and Craig Camealy, Clint Camealy, and 
Kathryn Bradshaw.  Thanks to the Childcare 
helpers, Jim and Martha Baumann, Kleone Nelson, 
Lila Nelson and Sheila Sierk.  Special thanks to the 
creative lady, Sheila Sierk, who made many meals 
for the class.  Somehow it all comes together.  We 
had as many as 15 students and 12 children attend.  
Their English is getting better!  Most of them know 
the common Lutheran table prayer and it is strange 
to hear it in a Spanish accent! 

Next English class starts in January.  Let Kleone 
Nelson (256-534-2483) know if you would like he 
assist with teaching or childcare. 



The Principal’s Corner 

Glory to God in the highest 
heaven, Who unto man His Son 
hath given; While angels sing 
with tender mirth, A glad new 
year to all the earth” – Martin 
Luther. 

A d v e n t , 
D e c e m b e r , 
remembering our 
saviors birth, oh 
my! It is that time 
of year when 
things seem to get 

busy and hectic with all the 
hoopla going on around us. How 
easy it is to get lost in all the 
gusto that goes with the 
Christmas season. This year take 
time to stop, breathe and reflect 
on the true gift. By that very act 
will you feel your heart glow as 
you see God’s master plan, and 
all the blessings God has 
bestowed on your family this 
past year. Amazing, when you 
see God’s hand in all the ups and 
downs the year has brought, and 
amazing still the love and care 
He provides as we stumble being 
His messengers. But is that not 
what God has called us to do? 
Have an answer for the hope that 
is in you with everyone who 
asks. In so doing we have an 
amazing opportunity for 
witnessing. As you contemplate 
ways to witness I invite you to 
bring a friend or neighbor out to 
the Advent services held every 
Wednesday evening starting 
November 30. Even so you 
could invite them to the school 

l e d  C h r i s t m a s  s e r v i c e 
Wednesday, December 7 starting 
at 7:00pm. This year the students 
will lead us through a study of 
why it is important to reflect and 
remember our coming savior’s 
birth every year until His 
promised return. It is always 
something to see children lead a 
service and share the hope that is 
in them. Please join us if you 
can. 

Reflecting upon our many events 
this past month we are thankful 
for the many volunteers and 
organizers who made them all 
possible. Our annual Endowment 
banquet went very well. We 
want to thank all who attended 
this educational experience as 
we were treated to Dr. Perry 
Bresemann topic on the future of 
education, technology in the 
classroom, and the importance of 
having a strong foundational 
start. Also, the “Be The School” 
week was a huge success. The 
students were able to reach out 
and make an impact in the 
community by baking over 26 
dozen cookies for our hometown 
hero’s, 5 casseroles for Blount 
House, 45 backpack meals for 
feeding the poor, 12 shoe boxes 
for Operation Shoe Box, and 
witnessing at 2 assisted living 
homes. Praise God for that 
wonderful opportunity, and 
praise God for the gift of faith 
from so many children who 
made a difference in the lives of 
so many. Also, a big thank you 

goes out to Karen Kelly for 
organizing and putting together 
our first hosting of the FLL 
North Alabama Robotics 
Qualifier Competition. Karen 
worked extremely hard putting 
together a team from Grace and 
from other schools to make sure 
it was a huge success. In her 
spare time she helped coach our 
robotics team to second place in 
the qualifier which automatically 
q u a l i f i e s  u s  f o r  t h e 
championship. We are truly 
blessed with such gifted and 
talented young students and 
parents who dedicate their time 
because they believe in what 
Grace is truly all about.  

May your Christmas season be 

so richly blessed, and remember 

to take the time to reflect on the 

true gift, and God’s master plan 

for all of us so that through you 

others will see that joy and ask 

you the reason for the hope that 

you have, and come to know our 

sav io r  because  o f  t ha t 

opportunity.   

 
Serving His Kingdom, 
Josh Swartz 
Principal            



Christian Book Club Meeting 

The Christian Book Club will meet on December 14, at 10 a. m. in the Church Library. 
We will be discussing A Treasure of Christmas Miracles by Karen Kingsbury. The book 
for January will be Having A Mary Spirit by Joanna Weaver. 

Hors d’oeuvres and Punch 

Dinner Rolls and Butter 

Unsweetened Iced Tea, Decaffeinated Coffee 

Tossed Green Salad with Raspberry Walnut Vinaigrette Dressing 

Holiday Stuffed Chicken Breast 

Asparagus 

Butternut Squash Puree 

Decadent Chocolate Dessert 

(Tickets available on the back of this issue of Grace Notes) 

2011 Christmas Dinner Menu 

Buy shopping/gift cards as presents or for you own 
shopping for presents with SCRIP shopping/gift cards. 
Grace Lutheran School gets a percentage of your 
purchases and you get the full value of the cards you 
buy. Fill out an order form (available in the school 
office on our website, gls-hsv.org) and turn in to the 
school office along with payment on any of the 

following dates and you will receive 
the cards the Thursday of the same 
week that you place your order. 
SCRIP order dates are: Nov. 28, 

Dec.. 5, Dec. 12. 

SCRIP Cards 

Wonderful Concert for you! 
Heritage Ringers of Huntsville is  

presenting their annual  
Christmas Concert. 

When?  Monday, December 5 @ 7:00 pm 
Where?  Trinity United Methodist Church  

on Airport Rd. 
Family friendly and admission free. 

Amy Cherry and Susan Sadler ring in this group. 

Heritage Ringers  
Concert 



To Pastor and Our Grace Family, 

Dick and I want to say thank you for prayers, visits, etc. They mean a lot ot us. We really appreciate getting 
the recording and bulletin of the service each week. The bulletin for Oct 30 was of special interest as it 
contained Luther’s 95 Thesis which we both read with appreciation. Thank you and God bless you all! 

Love, Dick and Shirley Olson 

Thank You! 

A Sincere Thank You! 

   Wes and I extend our sincere thanks to our Grace 
family for the cards, visits, meals, phone calls and 
other acts of kindness shown us during my recent 
surgery.  Your caring thoughts and prayers made a 
huge difference. 

    God's light of love and compassion truly shines 
through His people here at Grace.  Again, thank 
you, and God's blessings to all. 

Yours in Christ, 

Essie McElveen 

Many Thanks! 

My Family and I wish to thank 
you for your many expressions 
of love and sympathy during this 
our time of bereavement over the 
loss of Budd. 
We so appreciate the many 
prayers, cards, calls, hugs, visits 

and kind words. We thank all 
who helped with the Memorial 
Service.  We also thank all  who 
helped with the reception and 
brought gifts of food.  It  was a 
lot of work. We are  indeed 

blessed to have so many caring 
friends.  God Bless each of you. 
 
Blessings and love, 
 
Millie Sallo and Family. 

Dear Members of Be the Church Sunday School 
Class of Grace Lutheran Church, 

Thank you for your recent donation to Blount 
Hospitality House. The services we provide are 
unique and offered by no other organization in the 
Huntsville area. 

Blount Hospitality House has an annual budget of 
over $157,000 which is over $12,000 a month. We 
depend on gifts such as yours  to keep our doors 
open. Your donation of many casseroles to feed our 
guests is greatly appreciated. 

It is our dream to serve families for years to come! 
Thank you once a gain for your support. 

Sincerely, 
Marydae Sneed 
Executive Director 
Blount Hospitality House 

Blount Hospitality 
House 



 



Vacation Bible School 2012 

It really isn’t too early to be thinking about VBS. Mark your calendar’s for the morning of June 
4th through the 8th. Most importantly please join us in praying for: 

• The planning of VBS 

• The Holy Spirit to encourage volunteers 

• Our program to reach out to win souls for Christ 

• Children and families will learn of God’s love 

• Blessings for all involved 

• God will be glorified 

Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of 
heaven belongs to such as these.”Matthew 19:14  

Please Join Us! 

Please join us in any of our Sunday morning or 
weekday Bible classes.  They are listed on the 
Parish Education bulletin boards in both buildings.  
There are also flyers in our worship locations that 
list the classes.  The Parenting class, led by 
Maureen Miller, has changed to the topic 
“Running the Rapids”, which deals with guiding 
teenagers through the turbulent waters of 
adolescence. 

 

We need feedback from any of you who are 
interested in Dave Ramsey’s “Financial Peace” 

class.  We would like to start another class in 
January.  This video teaching by Dave Ramsey has 
lessons on saving, debt elimination, investing, 
planning for the future, giving, etc.  These 
principles apply to everyone – whether you are 
financially secure or are struggling with debt.  
Contact David Zecher (256-464-6524) or Bob 
Drensek (256-859-5383) or Judy Zecher (256-722-
3612). 



Going Through Grief 
 

A Guide to Understanding, Surviving, and Supporting the Grief Process 
Mondays, 6:00 -7:30 p.m., November 21 through December 12 

A Light Supper Will Be Served 
Presented by: 

The Rev. Carl Malm, M. Div. 

The Center for Loss, Grief and Change 

An Inter-Faith Ministry of the Huntsville Assoc. for Pastoral Care 

256 883-6539 

malmcarl@hotmail.com 

 
November 21: “Hope for the Holidays: Surviving Grief When Everyone Else Is Celebrating” 

November 28: “When the Heart Breaks: The Experience of Grief” 
December 5: “The Bridge: Surviving Grief” 
December 12: “Winter without Spring: The Problem of Complicated Grief” 
 

Location: 

Latham United Methodist Church 

Visitor Center  

(Enter from North and Go Straight) 

(Just East of Parkway) 

256 881-4069 

 

Pre-registration requested (but not required) 

For more information or to pre-register, phone 256 883-6539 or 256 881-4069 

There is no charge for these classes, but donations are welcome 

Many thanks to all at Grace Lutheran for your 
continued support of “Shoes That Fit”! Now in our 
9th year, we are currently serving 3 elementary 
schools (University Place, East Clinton/
Blossomwood, and Ridgecrest). We are now 
seeing increased need for shoes and winter 
clothing as the weather gets colder! If you would 
like to help in this mission outreach, here’s how 
YOU can help: 
1) Consider a donation. Checks may be made 
payable to Grace with the notation “Thrivent 
Shoes That Fit Fund”. Every penny donated goes 

A “Shoes That Fit” Update 

directly to the children, and 
they are SO appreciative! 
2) If you would be able to 
purchase shoes and other 
clothing items on short notice, 
please contact Kim Dague. 
3) Please keep “Shoes That Fit” in your prayers. 
Your prayer support is vital to our mission! 
God bless you and thank you for your donations 
and support! 
 
Kim Dague, “Shoes That Fit” Coordinator 



Youth 
Blurbs 

“Faith Journey” 

for Middle School and Senior High Youth 

Wednesday Nights 

6:00-7:30 p.m., in the Annex 

(Wed. Night Supper, 5:15-5:45 p.m.) 
Jan. 4 Learning Night:  The Gospel 
Jan. 11 SERVANT EVENT NIGHT 
Jan. 18 Learning Night:  5th Commandment 
Jan. 25 DREAM TEAM & 8th Grade with Pastor 
 
At each session, Faith Journey kicks off with:  a 
guest-speaker with a faith story, a drama by some of 
our high school youth, a basics-of-the-faith Bible 
lesson using hands-on visuals, and small-group time 
for parents and youth to share some "faith talk" on 
what it means, and a special “Youth Night” for our 
8th-12th Grade Youth!  Faith Journey is open to any 
family, (with a 6-12th Grader,) who wants to grow 
in their faith in God and have an awful lot of fun in 
the process! 

 

HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH AND PARENTS, WE 

NEED YOUR HELP TO FOR THE 

CONGREGATIONAL CHRISTMAS DINNER! 
Please mark your calender: 

Set-Up on Sat., Dec. 3, 6:00 p.m. 
Serve & Clean-Up on Sun., Dec. 4,  5:30-9:00 p.m. 

 

SENIOR YOUTH MOVIE NIGHTS 

 (For Grades 9-12) 

Sat., Nov. 19, Dec. 30, 7:30-10:00 pm 
In the Youth Center 
Bring your friends! 

Bring $5 for pizza and drinks. 
 

RETREAT THANK YOUS! 

For the adult staff who served on the MSY Fall 
Retreat:  Debbie Doering, Carrie Bloom, Elaine 
McCormick, Richard Thoms, Brian Steeve, Rob 
Caple, Terry Bloom, Kevin Brandon.  Senior 

Youth Mentors who served:  Tyler Caple, 
Katherine Barnett, Ben Gillard, Andy & Julian 
Doering. 
 

RECENT YOUTH SERVANT EVENTS:  

Middle School Youth + Parents baked 30+ dozen 
cookies for Christmas Workshop.  Senior Youth + 

Parents set up the Old Gym for the Garage Sale.  
Numerous youth and parents were involved with 
“Be the Church”! 

 

SERVICE PROJECT WAS HELD NOV. 13 

"CHRISTMAS WORKSHOP" 
*100 youth and their adult leaders met to serve 
together for 3 hours last Sunday! 
*Presents were purchased for 11 foster children. 
*100 shoe boxes were donated and wrapped for 
Samaritan’s Purse – Operation Christmas Child; for 
children in third world countries. 
*500 craft items were produced for Meals-On-
Wheels. 
*200dozen Christmas cookies were baked and 
boxed for 80 college students and military soldiers 
abroad. 

Thank you Thrivent – NW & North Alabama 
Chapters for funding this with your generous grants 

totaling $2550 ! 
 

ANNUAL SENIOR YOUTH SKI RETREAT – 

WOLF RIDGE, NORTH CAROLINA! 

Mark your calendar for Jan. 13-16, 2012. 
We will be staying in Kevin’s cousin’s cabin, a few 
miles from the slopes!  Whether you have skied 
before or not, you will have a great time on this 
exciting, fun-filled weekend featuring:  skiing 
morning-noon-&-night, home-cooked meals by a 
crackling fireplace, friendship building, Bible study 
and prayer, a Church Service, “Ski School” for new 
skiers, and “Night Skiing!”  Interested?  See Kevin 

Brandon or Jack  Hengel! 



Ladies of Grace 

DECEMBER 4:  GLC Christmas Dinner is Sunday evening and LOG 
circles will again be responsible for hors d’oeuvres.  See your circle chair 
for details. 

 

DECEMBER 7:  LOG will serve the Wednesday Advent meal before the 
children’s Christmas program.  We’ll be serving chicken soup, beef 
vegetable soup, hot dogs and chocolate sheath cake along with tea and 
lemonade.   Donation proceeds will go to the Adult Mission Fund. 

 

SAVE THE DATE – January 28, 2012, LOG Second Annual Spaghetti 
Luncheon, Saturday, 11:00 a.m. 

Adult Handbells Beginning Again! 

Thursday, December 1st @ 6:30 p.m. 
in the GIFT Room. 

Beginners welcome!!! 

You can just come or  

contact Susan Sadler at 

256 658 0155 or  

email @ susbell321@comcast.net. 

Adult Handbells 





8:00 AM    10:45 PM 

Elders 
Mark Thorsen    Tommy Presley 
 

Ushers 
Al Reumann    Norma Palmer 
Wayne Schrenk 
Joe White 
 

Greeters 

Dec 4 Dennis & Sheila Sierk  Wes & Essie McElveen 
Dec 11 Kelly & Dot Grounds  Bob & Christy Drensek 
Dec 18 Ron & Marge Schmitz  Kris & Sarah Wyszynski    
Dec 25  
 

Sound & Video Operators 
Dec 4 Tommy Presley   Eric Larder, Jim Hartmann 
Dec 11 Harvey Lange   Brian Steeve, Kathryn Bradshaw 
Dec 18 Bill McFerrin   Ken Ols, Bob Drensek 
Dec 25 David Zecher   Andy King, Paul Drensek 
 

Acolyte 
Dec 4 Justin Speck   Faith Creel, Emma Strohman 
Dec 11 Kristin Thoms   Helen Steeve Robbie Caple 
Dec 18 Justin Speck   Emma, Josh, & Sarah Miller 
Dec 25 Zachary Burhans   Maddie Denis, Jesse Rullman 

Those Serving in the Month of December 

Coming soon! Saints Alive Christmas Festivities! On Wednesday, December 7th 
we will travel to Arab to the Arab Bed and Breakfast 
which is elaborately decorated for Christmas and serves a 
special holiday lunch. We will be travelling in the Grace 
School bus and leaving the church at 10:00AM. 
  
On Wednesday, December 14th immediately following the 
evening Advent service the Saints will board the van and 

travel to the Botanical Gardens to see the "Galaxy of Lights". Please make certain 
that  you sign up on the bulletin board lists to assure yourself a seat for both events.  
  
Do join us to celebrate Christmas! 

Saints 
Alive 
December 
Events 
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Church Phone: 256-881-0552 
School Phone: 256-881-0553 

Fax: 256-881-0563 
glc@gracelutheran-hsv.org 

  

Advent Dinner Schedule: 

November 30 - Council -  Sloppy Joe’s 

December 7 - Ladies of Grace -  Soup 

December 14 - Elder’s - Pizza 

Dinner will begin at 5:30 PM and conclude at 6:30 PM 

Advent service will begin at 6:45 PM on Nov. 30 & Dec. 14; 7:00 PM on Dec. 7 

 

TICKET FOR: 

Grace Lutheran Church  

Congregational Christmas Dinner 

Sunday, December 4, 6:00p.m., 2011 

Theme:  “Joy to the World” 

Cost:  $12.50 

6:00 p.m. Hors d’oeuvres 

6:30 p.m. Dinner  (Main Dish - Stuffed Chicken Breast) 

7:30 p.m. Entertainment 

� The attire is usually dressy. 

� Please consider bringing a donation with you for the: 

North Alabama Food Bank 

� This event is planned for adults; a wonderful candlelight 

evening, a delicious sit-down dinner served by our youth, 

good fellowship, and joyous entertainment. 

� We will not be providing a Nursery on-site, but please see  

Mr. Brandon, YM if you would like a  

suggestion of some sitters. 
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Turn in this TICKET STUB for the Christmas Dinner 

Family Name_______________________ 

How many tickets purchased___________ 

Email_____________________________ 

Please purchase the ticket by placing your payment in the 

attached envelope, writing your name and information on the 

ticket stub, and turning in both stub and payment to the 

Offering plate or Church Office.  Please tear off the ticket 

and keep.  We will place you on the list of attendees and also 

email you a ticket confirmation.  (Checks may be made out to 

Grace Lutheran Church, Memo-Christmas Dinner)   

Thank you! 
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Get Your Christmas Dinner Tickets Now! 


