
...continued on page 2 

Grace Notes  

From the Pastor’s Desk 
Dear Friends in Christ: 

As I write this week for our Grace notes article I am 
reminded that Friday will be the annual Clerical 
Day and Registration for our youngest son, Austin, 
who enters as a Sixth Grade student in our Grace 
Lutheran School!  It’s a ritual our family has come 
to enjoy since moving to Huntsville some three 
years ago.  Granted, it’s a period of mixed emotions 
for me as a father realizing how quickly those 
childhood days are passing as well as the 
excitement of seeing him grow spiritually, 
physically, and academically in his life.  With two 
children already out of the house, we feel especially 
blessed through each of our children’s God-given 
talents, gifts, and aspirations. And yet, somehow for 
me, the first day of school always seems to bring 
that to the surface in my life as a constant reminder 
of God’s grace and the need for 
continued spiritual growth in my life. 

I make mention of that simply because 
in the next few weeks many of our 
children and adults will be returning to 
school, colleges, and universities across 
this land to advance their education, 
broaden their knowledge, and grow in 
their personal lives.  Yet, I wonder at 
times if we have that same concern and 
dedication to our personal spiritual 

lives and growth in Christian discipleship?  Just as 
schools provide their students with set objectives 
and a degree plan for growth, can we say the same 
when it comes to our plans for Christian education 
and strengthening in the faith? 

One of the Six-Fold Covenants for Spiritual 
Formation that I have envisioned for our 
congregation in October ’09 was a commitment to 
the increased study of God’s Word among our 
membership both personally and within Small 
Groups.  Developing a plan for spiritual growth 
has to have as a beginning point one’s commitment 
in Christ to knowing Him more personally in a one
-to-one relationship centered in the private study of 
His Word and a life of prayer – of setting aside 
personal time each day for reading God’s Word.  
Yet, it can’t just stop there, it has to be nurtured 

and practiced through a system of 
accountability with other Christians 
who, as a Small Group, are willing to 
uplift and support you in that 
discipleship process in boldly sharing 
the Good News of Jesus Christ! 

Will you join with me in making that 
personal commitment to privately 
study God’s Word for at least 7 
minutes on a daily basis to grow in 
your faith?  If you are already a 
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On Wednesday, August 18th the Saints Alive will be meeting at  in 
the annex Assembly Room at 10:00 AM, on August 18. We will be 
privileged to hear a presentation on the current status of the "Missile 
Space and Intelligent Command". The information will be presented 
by Pamela J. McCue the director of the Missile and Space 
Intelligence Center Following the talk the group will gather for lunch 
at a location to be determined. Please add this to your calendar. 
Please watch the bulletin board outside of the church office and sign 
up for this event. Also watch further "Grace Notes" and "This and 
That" for the future exciting plans of Saints Alive for the fall season. 

����������������������� ...cont. 

Small Group Leaders Meeting August 23! 

participant in a Small Group 
Bible Study whether meeting in 
the home, at church, or off-site 
will you commit yourself to 
sharing in that discipleship 
process with others?  And if you 
don’t currently participate in a 
private study process or  group, 

I’d like to encourage you to get 
connected with a community 
offered through our Christian 
Day School, Sunday School, 
Adult Bible Classes, Youth 
Ministry, Faith Journey,  GIFT 
Program, Mommy’s Time Out, 
and our Small Group Ministry.  

As 2 Peter 2:3:18 states, “Grow in 
the grace and knowledge of our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!” 

Your Servant in Christ, 

Pastor Blair Clark 

No Communion on August 1, 2010.  
It has been moved to August 8th. Thank you! 

With summer coming to an end and school 
underway, it’s time once again to make plans for 
plugging in and getting connected to one of our 
many Small Group Ministries.  As a result, there 
will be a special planning and organizational 
meeting for all Small Group facilitators to be held 
on Monday, August 23, from 6:30-8:00PM.  It has 
been awhile since we last met and everyone is asked 
to please bring a summary report of your past year’s 
activities, attendance, study topics, and openings 

you might have for additional growth in your 
groups.  This meeting is open to anyone who is 
currently serving as a Small Group facilitator, 
would like to serve as a Small Group facilitator, or 
would like to learn more about starting your own 
Small Group Ministry.  Facilitators unable to attend 
are asked to please e-mail your reports to 
bkclark23@hotmail.com or contact Pastor Blair for 
more information. 
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Are you ready to get back into the swing of things? I hope so! GIFT will be kicking off the new 
year with a “meet and great” and orientation on August 18th starting at 6:30pm. Refreshments will 
be plentiful, so come join us! Then, we’ll have our first lesson on August 25th starting at the 
normal time of 6pm. This year we are using Faith Inkubators newest theme set “Songs of Israel” 
where the Psalms are intertwined with the parables of Jesus. It’s going to be a great year full of 
family fun, learning, and sharing. Please bring your family on August 18th! 
 
GIFT: Families with children 5th grade and younger come 
together on Wednesday evenings during the school year to hear 
Bible Stories, learn key Scriptures using songs and sign 
language, and create art to share.  It’s a wonderful, fun way to 
spend time with your family, learn, and have fun all at the same 
time! Your children will love it and you will too! So, come join us 
on Wednesdays 6—7:30 PM! For more information contact 
Heather Roberts (roberts2006@bellsouth.net) or John Mays 
(jbmays96@yahoo.com). 

The GIFT Center is located in the Annex across from the 
Assembly Room and the School Library.  
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We are really looking forward to getting started again with some 
new music and hopefully some new music makers too! 
Remember, practices are now included in the Wednesday night 
GIFT sessions starting at 6PM, so our first practice will be on 
August 25th. Sing LOUD, Sing PROUD, PRAISE GOD!   

  

Kids Praise Team: GIFT children learn to sing and play instruments. We do praise songs, Bible 
songs, and other fun music. The kids perform periodically for the congregation. It really is A LOT 
of fun! Practice is Wednesday evenings during GIFT, which starts at 6PM. For more information 
please contact John or Emily Willis (430-9537 or mail2ew@gmail.com) 

Generations In Faith Together (GIFT) 
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We have some great classes going on Sunday morning, and we'd love to have you join us for fellowship, 
sharing, and learning time if you aren't already involved.  You are welcome to come into any of the classes, 
even if they have been meeting for a while.  Come and get a taste of what is offered.  The following classes 
are currently meeting: 

· Exploring Grace - shares the basics of our Christian faith as Lutherans.  (Meets in the School Library) 

· Martin Luther , led by Bob Wank, studies the history, beliefs and contributions of Luther. (Meets in 
the 7th grade classroom) 

· Matthew's Gospel, led by Pastor Blair, shares Jesus' call to Discipleship for all of us.  (Meets in the 
large assembly room of the Annex) 

· We Three Kings, led by Ellen Brusick, a study of 1 and 2 Samuel and what we learn from Kings, Saul, 
David, and Solomon.  (Meets in the 6th grade classroom) 

· James, led by Dick Bradshaw, explores the book of James' as it addresses practical issues and our faith 
walk.  (Meets in the 8th grade classroom) 

· High School class meets in the Youth Room and explores what the Bible says about how we are to live 
as responsible Christians in today's world.  Bring your Bibles. 

· College and Career, led by Joy Brindley and Heather Roberts, is studying "20 Basic Beliefs Every 
Christian Should Know".  (Meets at Panera Bread on the corner of Airport Road and Whitesburg.)  
Bring your Bibles 

· Bethel Classes will begin again in September.  If you are interested in an overview study of the Old and 
New Testaments that ties together the themes, events, time lines, and people of the Bible, please contact 
Judy Zecher (722-3612) or Millie Sallo (880-1128). 

 
"Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path."  (Psalm 119:105)  

���	�� �
�����!�"#	����
�$��%�&�
If you’re looking for a new church home, would 
like to discover the distinctive philosophy that 
makes Grace Lutheran Church an exciting and alive 
community of believers, or just want to “refresh” 
your knowledge about the Christian faith, then mark 
your calendars for Sunday, at 9:35 AM, as our 

newly revised “EXPLORING GRACE CLASS” 
meets. This is an 8-week course that concludes with 
a special two and half hour Saturday morning 
worship! Please contact the church office or Pastor 
Blair for more information.  
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Vacation Bible School  

(VBS) at Grace 

Many Iglesia de la Comunidad 
children had a great time 
attending Grace Lutheran's 
Vacation Bible School.  Thanks 
for inviting them to participate. 

 

 

 

 

Cooking with  

American Friends 

Hispanic ladies from the Foster 
Community came to Grace and 
learned to make American 
vegetable salads on July 17th.  It 
was a morning filled with 
learning practical English 
cooking terms, laughing, 
chatting, food preparation and 
then eating the results!  Their 
favorite salads were potato salad, 
broccoli salad and pork and bean 
salad.  It was a huge success and 
there will be more classes in the 
future!   

Grace Anniversary  

Recipe Books Donated 

Thanks for donating recipe 
books for the ladies in the 
American cooking class.  How 
wonderful to share our recipes 
that are near and dear to us with 
them.  The book will be used as 
a source of recipes in future 
cooking classes. 

(�������)�$��%� �
LOG Circles will resume their monthly meetings in September.  Here is the schedule: 
 

Agape – 1:00 p.m. 3rd Sunday of odd months, Ashleigh Tomkovich, Chair 
 

Charity – 7:00 p.m. 3rd Thursday of each month in homes, 
Joyce McClure & Heather Roberts, Co-Chairs 

 
Faith – 6:00 p.m. 3rd Tuesday of each month at church, Rita Lange, Chair 

 
Hope – 9:00 a.m. 3rd Tuesday of each month at church, Karen Crout, Chair 

 
Peace – 9:00 a.m. 3rd Tuesday of each month in homes, Pam Stieglitz, Chair 

 
All ladies and teen girls of Grace are welcome and urged to become part of a Circle. 

Call Kay Davis, 256-464-5740, for more information.  



IMPORTANT KICK-OFF EVENT!  
Faith Journey – Orientation Meeting for 

Parents of Youth, Grades 6-12 
Wednesday, August 18, 2010 

7:00 p.m., in the Annex 
 
Each Wednesday night, Faith Journey kicks off 
with:  a guest-speaker with a faith story, a drama by 
some of our high school youth, a basics-of-the-faith 
Bible lesson using hands-on visuals, and small-
group time for parents and youth to share some 
"faith talk" on what it means, and a special “Youth 
Night” for our 8th-12th Grade Youth!  Faith Journey 
is open to any family, (with a 6-12th Grader,) who 
wants to grow in their faith in God and have an 
awful lot of fun in the process! 
 

SUPER SATURDAY NIGHT ! 
For Middle School & Senior Youth, 
(only those presently coming out of  

Grades 6-12+) 
Sat, July 24; 7:00-9:30 p.m. 

In the Family Life Center Gym & Youth Center !!! 
*FREETIME IN THE YOUTH CENTER!  
*Open gym, basketball, games, friendship, food, 
fun! 
*Christian Growth & Prayer 
*Video games, foosball, pool, Rock Band, Wii! 
*Everyone in Grades 6-12+ is invited to come and 
bring friends! 
*Please bring brownies, cookies, or a snack to 
share. 

The Senior Youth  
15th Annual 

 “Welcome Retreat-Canoe Trip” 
Fri.-Sun., Sept. 3-5, 2010 

on the Buffalo River, Waynesboro, Tenn.    
 
This entire weekend has been planned to 
welcome our new 9th Graders into Grace’s 
Senior High Youth!  This trip is a blast; you won’t 
want to miss it!  We will meet to leave at 5:00 p.m. 
on Friday, stop to eat supper, travel to Waynesboro.  
This event will feature:  tent camping, campfires, 
Bible study, good food, canoeing and swimming in 
the river, and an outdoor Church service.  WE ARE 
IN NEED OF PARENTS TO ATTEND AND 
HELP; SEE KEVIN BRANDON!  To register, 
forms will be available Aug. 1 on 
Kevin’s Office door.  Sign them 
and return them with $55 fee BY 
SUNDAY, AUG. 22! 
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Please join Thrivent Financial for Lutherans in 
supporting the 2010 Maynor & Mitchell Golf 
Classic on Thursday, September 9th, at the 
Hampton Cove Golf Course. All proceeds will 
benefit the Huntsville Madison County Senior 
Center 
In addition to providing countless programs and 
activities geared towards active and productive 
seniors, the Senior Center provides heath 
screenings and a variety of services for less active 
seniors, such as Meals on Wheels and limited 
homemaker services. Research shows that these 
types of services help to keep people in their 
homes, while saving millions of dollars in nursing 
home expenses! 
In the area of nutrition, the Senior Center is one of 
five centers in Madison County which provides a 
hot meal to seniors, every Monday through Friday, 
at a cost dictated by income. There are also some 
40 satellite groups associated with the Senior 
Center throughout the county that provide 
additional activities and camaraderie for hundreds 
of seniors! 

You can see why the Huntsville Madison County 
Senior Center is considered on of the top centers in 
the United States!  
The Golf Classic will consist of 4 Flights:   

· Open Flight 
· Women’s Flight 
· Senior Flight (55-64) 
· Super Senior Flight (65+) 
Prizes will be awarded for the 1st and 2nd place 
teams in each flight, as well as for closest to the 
pin on all Par 3’s. There will be a cookout 
immediately following the Classic. Put together a 
team of four, or consider one of the many levels of 
sponsorship. Contact Craig Satterfeal at (256) 883-
5509 or email at craig.satterfeal@thrivent.com. 
Your support for this worthwhile cause is greatly 
appreciated! 
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2010 ALSA Huntsville Alabama Walk To Defeat ALS® 
   Grace Lutheran Church & School  

�
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on-line at  www.alsalabama.org 

  
 Schedule: 10:00 am (check-in and registration) 

Walk at 11:00 am 
Date:  Saturday, August 28, 2010 

Location:  Joe Davis Stadium 
Lunch: 11:30 AM Provided by ��������		�
��
�  

 
Please be part of  the Grace Team 

 in the fight against ALS!   
Free T-shirts for the Grace Team 

 
For complete information on registration, donations and frequently asked questions please visit the ALSA 

website at 
www.ALSAlabama.org    

The ALS Association Alabama Chapter's Walk is part of a national effort in support of local patient 
services and nationally directed research. Last year, 450 walkers in Huntsville raised over 
$100,000.   
 
           Walk to Defeat ALS event funds are supplemented by Thrivent Financial for Lutherans 
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Summer break is almost over.  By the time that 
you read this newsletter, Clerical Day and Blitz 
Day will either be happening or over.  In two 
weeks the children will show up for a brand new 
school year with new energy and new 
anticipations.  School opens on August 9. 
 

We welcome Joshua and 
Dawn Swartz to our 
school family.  Mr. Swartz is Grace’s new 
principal and has been hard at work since the 
beginning of July.  Mrs. Swartz will be teaching at 
our school this year.  They have two young 
children, Kiera and Kaitlynn. 
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We want to thank those of you who helped install the Smart Boards in the 2nd, 4th, 5th, and 8th grade 
classrooms.  Thanks to Donna Behnken, Jack Hengel, Tom & Eric Naatz, Brian Steeve, Josh Swartz, Bob 
Wank, and Larry Woellhart.  Another board will be installed in the 7th grade room soon.  Mr. Helton, middle 
school math teacher, will also receive a board thanks to a grant through the Madison County School System. 
 
 

Our Summer Camp continues until August 6.  There are 74 children enrolled at various times throughout the 
summer.  Most weeks there are about 50 children at camp.  Campers continue to enjoy arts and crafts, P.E. 
activities, computer time, swimming, skating, bowling, and other trips.  They enjoyed time at the Space and 
Rocket Center Star Wars exhibit and a train trip near Chattanooga.   
 
 

Several of our teachers took advantage of the North Alabama Technology Conference that was held recently 
at Sparkman High and Ninth Grade Schools.  Donna Behnken, Katherine Devine, Nikki Ellis, Pat 
Helton, and Louise Walker spent time learning ways to incorporate technology into their instruction time. 
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No Communion on August 1, 2010.  
It has been moved to August 8th. Thank you! 

If you are planning to help or were able to help at Blitz Day, 
thanks so much.  It is always wonderful to start the school year 
with a building and grounds that are bright, clean, and tidy. 

�	��1����0�
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Thanks for your support of the Scrip 
sale this past school year.  163 family 
units participated in the sale 
throughout the year.  Total sales for 
the year was $96,694.00 of which 
Grace had a profit of $4600,48.   
 
Let’s make this coming school year 
even better.  Remember, you get the whole value of 

the card and can use it just like money. 
The next sale date is this Sunday, July 25.   
 
You can purchase your cards at church.  
The cards will be back to pick up the next 
Sunday or in the school office Thursday, 
July 29. 

The van and trailer will be back Sunday night, July 25, and your donations are once again welcome.  Please 
remember to put any cardboard onto the far shelf in the trailer.  Magazines only belong in the green 
container.  Only newspaper and everything that came in them belong in the black containers.   
 
Please do not bring your junk mail because it has to be sorted out into another category. 
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The installment of Josh Swartz as our new principal 
for Grace Lutheran School is an opportunity to 
celebrate.  It is appropriate that we honor this event in 
a significant way.  This can be done by making a 
financial commitment to Grace School through 
contributions to the Principal’s Annual Fund.  
Donations to the Principal’s Annual Fund would be 
used for two purposes: augmenting school operations 
normally covered by yearly Thrivent donations to the 
Annual Fund and contributions to replenish the Grace 
School Endowment Fund. 

The Endowment Fund was originated in the early 
1990’s for the purpose to provide friends of Grace 
School an opportunity contribute or bequeath funds 
that would result in a growing endowment.  There 
have been contributions over the years without much 
publicity and the fund had modest growth until a 
significant amount of the fund was used in 2004/5 to 
finance a growing school deficit.  Now that the 
school is on a solid foundation, it is important to 
replenish and grow the fund. 

One way to provide financial support is to directly 
make a contribution to Grace Lutheran School with 
the Memo: Principal’s Annual Fund.  Another or an 
additional way would be to allocate Thrivent funds 
that may be available as a qualifying benefit member 
because you or your family own one of Thrivent’s 
core products such as life insurance, health insurance, 
annuity, etc.  Frank Childs informed that this new 
way of allocating Thrivent funds has been completed 
and each benefit member should receive information 
prior to end of July 2010. 

Please provide any contributions to the Grace 
Lutheran School Principal’s Annual Fund to Josh 
Swartz.  As God has richly blessed us, may He bless 
future generations through Grace School’s Christian 
education. 

Dear Grace Lutheran Church and School, 
  
    I would like to take this opportunity to thank Grace Lutheran Church and School for inviting me to come 
and share my music. I thoroughly enjoyed everyone from the Pre-K classes to the Middle Schoolers to the 
Adults. Everyone was so receptive and polite and supportive of my ideas. I enjoyed teaching my music and 
hopefully teaching some vocal techniques that work with students and choirs. Plus I hope we all had fun in 
the process! 
     I just received the check from the school and I thank you so much for helping me with the costs of com-
ing to Alabama. I hope we can work together again and make more beautiful music for ourselves and to the 
glory of God.  

 Sincerely, 
Becky Bradley 



������	� � � � � � � � � 	 � 
 � �

8:00 AM    10:45 PM 
Elders 
Wes McElveen    Richard Stewart 
 

Ushers 
Al Reumann    Jeff Hollings 
Wayne Schrenk 
Joe White 
 

Greeters 
Aug 1 Bud & Millie Sallo  Al & Joyce Knittel 
Aug 8 Lee & Elaine Eyer  John & Vanessa Holland 
Aug 15 Harvey & Rita Lange  Rod & Sue Schumann 
Aug 22 Al & Mary Jane Reumann  Wes & Essie McElveen 
Aug 29 Bill & Sandy Robinson  Joy Brindley  
 

Acolytes 
Aug 1 Sophie Thorsen, Eric Naatz Helen Steeve, Laura Steeve, Katie Trausch 
Aug 8 Zachary & Jeremiah Burhans Hayden & John Bloom, Brooke Boirun 
Aug 15 Juliana Speck, Megan Zecher Kelly Ryan, Andy Doering 
Aug 22 Kristen & Shannon Thoms  Ben Gillard, Zack Denis, Brian Rodriguez 
Aug 29 Sophie Thorsen, Eric Naatz Josh, Emma & Sarah Miller 
 

Sound & Video Operators 
Aug 1 Tommy Presley   Anthony Howard; video - Jim Hartmann 
Aug 8 Harvey Lange   John Mays; video - Kathryn Bradshaw 
Aug 15 Bill McFerrin   Ken Ols; video - Bob Drensek 
Aug 22 David Zecher   Bob McCutcheon; video - Paul Drensek 
Aug 29 Harvey Lange   Dick Stewart; video - Brian Day 
 

Altar Guild 
Aug 1 Monica & Victoria Naatz  Marilyn Renfro 
Aug 8 Monica & Victoria Naatz 
Aug 15 Julie McFerrin, Susan Woellhart 
Aug 22 Julie McFerrin, Susan Woellhart 
Aug 29 Julie McFerrin, Susan Woellhart 
 

Nursery  8:00 AM   9:15 AM 
Aug 1 Karen & Megan Zecher, Elizabeth Lange Rod & Karol Williams 
Aug 8 Cari Presley, Rita Lange   Rosemary Sweet, Martha Baumann 
Aug 15 Charlie & Kay Bradburn   Rosanne Fleckner, Susie Gillard 
Aug 22 Heather Roberts, Joyce McClure  Betsy & Julie Scott 
Aug 29 
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A f t e r  I 
received my 
copy of July 
Grace Notes, I 
realized that 

my “thank you’s” had left out some pretty valuable 
players in my three year stint as principal at Grace, 
and before I ride off into the sunset, please let me 
finish my thanks. 

#1: I didn’t realize that the wonderful Ed Starnes 
print I’m so enjoying was actually from school 
parents! Let me say, however, that this great gift is 
way overshadowed by the other great deeds of our 
school parents and our PTL: What tireless workers, 
supporters, givers! How many meetings, 
discussions, fairs, financial assists, teacher 
appreciation activities, great meals, and constant 
care? God bless you Grace parents and PTL, for 
being such a wonderful blessing to the school and 
its children, staff - and me! 

#2: Here’s another unbelievable unmentioned 
group: the secretaries!!!! Yikes, what would ever 
become of GLS or GLC or me, if they hadn’t taken/
didn’t take such good care of us??!! Thank you, you 
wonderful ladies, for your support, your humor, 
your forgiveness, your reminders, your patience, 
your talents, your untiring work, your counsel and 
your grace!!  

#3: Another often overlooked group: The music 
people - Lynda Ladd, Susan Sadler, Judy Burhans. 
Whenever we needed music for programs, services, 
chapel, etc., there they were - ready to use the great 
talents God has given them. Thank you ladies! You 
sure came in handy, very often!!! 

#4: And one more time, wonderful congregation: 
My sincerest thanks for the support and guidance, 
financial support and love that you gave (and have 
always given) to Grace Lutheran School and its 
servant-workers that our children may know Christ 
and know Him well. 


