
Grace Notes November, 2009 

Be The Church - Sunday, October 18th 

On Sunday, October 18, our church will be encountering an exciting opportunity to serve our area.  We will 

be sharing Godôs love in a practical way and worshiping Him outside of our sanctuary walls.  Groups will 

be leaving church after an abbreviated 8:30 am service and head out to designated project sites.  There will 

be a variety of sites and ways to serve; some will be serving through physical labor such as planting or 

doing construction, others will serve through personal interactions such as visiting and praying in various 

locations, and others will help with assembling shoeboxes for Operation Christmas Child or bags of 

essentials for the homeless.  Each project is designed to make a difference in the lives of the people being 

ministered to through the people that are reaching out to them.  

 

Please stop by the Welcome Center or contact Scott Miller (256) 882-1590 for additional information or to 

sign-up to participate. 

 

Trunk Or Treat!  
Mark you calendar for October 31st for Grace Lutheranôs 

Trunk or Treat family event! This event is free of charge 

and features hayrides, music, cakewalks, games, decorated 

cars, a fire pit and more! This is one event you will not want 

to miss! See Sandy McCutcheon or Kathy Howard for more 

information or if you would like to volunteer! 
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PARISH EDUCATION DEPARMENT 

WEDNESDAYS ARE FAMILY GIFT NIGHTS (G ENERATIONS  IN FAITH  

TOGETHER ):  
Join our weekly intergenerational ministry for families with children 5th grade and younger.  Weôre blessed to 

have Gina Lewis as GIFT Director, and thank both Nate and Gina for their dedication.  We had our first servant 

event night and painted sun catchers which will be placed with other items in gift boxes.  GIFT families have the 

option of hand delivering these boxes to Graceôs shut-ins or retirement centers on Be The Church Sunday.  Join us 

on Wednesdays for Scripture & song set to American Sign Language, media/art/crafts & servant events.  We seek 

to build relationships within Grace Lutheran Church and School as well as outreach with neighbors and friends.  

5:15-5:55  Meal for family $5 or $2 per person ï FLC Cafeteria by gym 

6:00-7:30 Generations In Faith Together in the Family GIFT Center 

 

SUPER SATURDAYS for GIFT (Generations In Faith Together) Families is about FUN!  Families gather 

October 17th for snacks & games from 6-7:30 pm in the GIFT Center.  We changed this monthôs Super Saturday 

from October 10th to 17th due to fall break.   

 

    

QUARTERLY EVENTS for GIFT (Generations In Faith Together) Families for the fall:  

   

 

 

TRUNK OR TREAT  takes place on Halloween night.  This is another no-

charge family outreach event for the church, school, and neighborhood.  We ask 

your support to make the third annual Trunk or Treat the best yet.  Call Sandy 

McCutcheon or Kathy Howard to help.  WE STILL NEED A DIRECTOR!  

Hayrides, music, cake walk, games, decorated cars, fire pit,  

and more! 
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SUNDAY ADULT BIBLE STUDY ï These classes go through November, join us anytime! Check out the Parish 

Ed quarterly brochure in-depth description of classes (narthex or FLC Welcome Table) OR see info on Parish Ed 

FLC bulletin board by drink machines. 

GRACE 101: EXPLORING GRACE (Beth & Jim Hartman host with Pastor Arndt) 

GRACE 201: STUDY ON MARTIN LUTHER (Bob Wank) 

GRACE 301: CROWN FINANCIAL MINISTRIES (Bob Drensek) ï postponed until winter 

GRACE 401: A WEEK IN THE WORD - Matthew verse-by-verse (Pastor Blair Clark) 

HIGH SCHOOL:  WALK THROUGH THE BIBLE (Matt & Billie Hurst) 

COLLEGE & CAREER:  JESUSô SERVANT LEADERSHIP (J Brindley/H Roberts) 

ELECTIVE:  A SUMMARY OF CHRISTIAN DOCTINE (Scott Miller/Sandy McCutcheon) 

ELECTIVE:  A REASON FOR GOD (Kevin Brandon) 

 

 

 

 

 

BETHEL BIBLE STUDIES For those of you who have completed the Old Testament Bethel Series, and would 

like to take the New Testament Bethel Series, hereôs the info:  Tuesdays, 6:30-8:30 PM, church library & taught 

by Judy Zecher, started Sept. 29th, and Mondays, 1:00-3:00 PM, S. Huntsville home & taught by Millie Sallo, 

started late Sept. Please contact Judy or Millie for more information on Bethel in-depth Bible studies.    

WEEKDAY BIBLE STUDIES : 

Mondays, 9:30-11, church library, ANNOINTED, TRANSFORMED, REDEEMED  group led (P. Shirer, Beth 

Moore, K. Arthur) DVDs and workbook. Weôre reviewing for next study which begins soon; No break 

in sessions 

Thursdays, 9:30 AM, Sina Andrewsô Madison home, America at the Crossroads on civic responsibility (K 

Arthur), Thursdays, 9:30 @ S. Andrewsô Madison home. 

Tuesdays, 9:00-11 AM, Nancy Riceôs south Huntsville home, To Live Is Christ on the service & ministry of 

Paul by Beth Moore, DVDs and workbook  

 

THANKS, KATHY EMMERSON, FOR HAVING LED OUR MONDAY STUDIES. WE APPRECIATE YOUR 

HEART FOR THE WORD!  YOU ARE MISSED ON MONDAYS!   

 

MOMMYôS TIME OUT is now in full swing with FIVE MORNINGS A WEEK. Christy Drensek (MTO 

Director) says we have room for several more children six months through four years of age.  This is a loving 

environment for your friends and neighbors to send their little ones.  Scholarships are now being offered, so call 

Christy for info. 

 

CHURCH LIBRARY Thanks to Wanda Hengel and volunteers for their dedication in charting, computer input, 

and maintenance of our church library. Check it out on Sunday mornings or go to the church website for a 

complete list of our resources.  
 

Sandy McCutcheon, Minister of Parish Education 256-656-3078 

Kathy Howard, Parish Education Board Chairperson 256-503-3156 

** Please contact us with questions/comments on Christian Education ** 



Foster Community Update 
Iglesia de la Comunicad 

September 2009 

Making a Difference 

 

Iglesia de la Comunidad Fence 

The gates are up and the fence complete.  Special thanks to Becky Heffelfinger for being the project lead and for 

getting that monumental task accomplished.  The fence is something that the congregation will appreciate for 

many years to come. 

 

 

Fall Festival Goodie Bags for Children 

Sixty goodie bags will be provided for children at the Iglesia Fall Festival the end of October.  Thanks to the 

small group for their generosity in support of this project. 

 

Free English Classes 

Continues on Tues and Thurs evenings from 5:30 to 7:30 PM at the Iglasia de la Comunidad.  If you would like to 

help, it is not too late.  We need teachers, babysitters and snack providers. 

 

Mentoring at Ridgecrest Elementary School 

Volunteer lunch was Se 10 at Ridgecrest.  It is not too late to volunteer for a variety of tasks including passing out 

fruit and / or weekend snack bags, working in the library, etc. 

 

First Anniversary of Iglesia de la Comunidad 

September 27 is the celebration day of the 1st anniversary of the Hispanic Church in the Foster Community.  

Mayor Tommy Battle is scheduled to attend and the Methodist Bishop will be the key speaker at 3:00 PM.  They 

will have activities for the children during that time and Mexican food will be served later in the afternoon.  They 

are looking forward to celebrating this milestone and invite their Grace friends to join them. 

 

Thanks to those who are Making a Difference in the Foster Community 
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Our Church offers one of the best ministries possible to young 
people:  "Faith Mentoring!"   Many studies reveal and the Bible 

itself agrees that young people learn about God best when their 

parents become directly involved in the faith life of their 
children.  Our ministry utilizes small groups, Youth Counselors, 

and parents attending with their youth to  learn, play, and serve 

together.  It is called: 

   ñFaith Journeyò 

for Middle School and Senior High Youth 

Wednesday Nights 

6:00-7:30 p.m., in the Annex 

(Wed. Night Supper, 5:15-5:45 p.m.) 

Sept. 23 Learning Night:  4th Commandment 

Sept. 30 DREAM TEAM ONLY 

Oct. 7 FALL BREAK ï No Session 

Oct. 14 Learning Night:  Old Test. Overview I 

Oct. 21 Learning Night:  Old Test. Overview II 

Oct. 28 SERVANT EVENT #2 

Each Wednesday night, Faith Journey kicks off with:  a guest-

speaker with a faith story, a drama by some of our high school 

youth, a basics-of-the-faith Bible lesson, and small-group time 

for parents and youth to share some "faith talk", and a special 

ñYouth Nightò for our 8th-12th Grade Youth!  Faith Journey is 

open to any family, (with a 6-12th Grader,) ! 

SUPER SATURDAY NIGHT !  

ñWelcome Back-to-School Partyò 

For Middle School & Senior Youth, Grades 6-12+ 

Sat., Sept. 26, Oct. 17; 7:00-9:30 p.m. 

In the Family Life Center Gym & Youth Center !!! 

*FREETIME IN THE YOUTH CENTER!  

*Open gym, basketball, games, friendship, food, fun! 

*Christian Growth & Prayer 

*Video games, foosball, pool, Rock Band, Wii! 

*Everyone in Grades 6-12+ is invited to come and bring friends! 

*Please bring brownies, cookies, or a snack to share. 
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Youth  

SPECIAL THANK YOU!  

*For the adults that helped as Staff for the Senior Youth Canoe 

Trip, Sept. 4-6, 2009. 

 

PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDAR:  

CHURCHWIDE GARAGE SALE !  

Sponsored by the Senior Youth 

Sat., Oct. 24, 9:00-3:00 p.m., in the Old Gym 

We will start collecting items on the STAGE, beginning Sun., 

Oct. 11. 

Thank you for your donations!! 

 Senior Youth & Parents ï Plan to be there for ñGARAGE SALE 

SET-UP NIGHTò 

Fri., Oct. 23, 6:00-9:00 p.m., in the Old Gym 

 

8th ANNUAL MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH  

FALL RETREAT  

Fri. -Sun., Nov. 6-8, at Hornôs Creek, Ocoee TN 

You wonôt want to miss this great weekend get-away to the lower 

Smoky Mountains.  Features:  cabins with bunk-beds, a covered 

deck, a living room, a fireplace, and a view of the lake and 
mountains, a low-ropes course, cooking our own meals, Bible 

study, campfire devotions, roasting marshmallows, prayer, 

mountain hiking, freetime, volleyball, basketball, canoeing, 
recreation, friendship-building, growing in Christ, and lots of 

fun!  ALL PARENTS ARE WELCOME AND 

ENCOURAGED TO ATTEND!  Cost:  $65 per Middle School 
Youth, $55 per adult or younger/older sibling.  Registration 

Deadline is Wednesday, Oct. 14, or the cost increases by $20 

each and registrations are space permitting. 

MIDDLE SCHOOL & SENIOR HIGH YOUTH  

SERVICE PROJECT: 

"CHRISTMAS WORKSHOP"  

Sun., Nov. 15, 4:00-7:00 PM, in the FLC Gym 

A Regional event involving Lutheran Youth 

From all over North Alabama 

Sponsored by Thrivent! 

COME AND SHARE THE JOY OF CHRISTMAS BY 

SERVING! 
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Mommyôs Time Out Update 

In any relationship there is sharing, listening and growing together.  So it is in our life-changing relationship with 

our Lord.  All of us have room to grow.  Join us on Friday, October 2nd, 6:30 - 9:30 PM and Saturday, 

October 3rd, 8:30 AM - 3:30 PM in the large meeting room of the Annex. 

Topics will include:  The What and Why of Prayer; The Joy of Praise and Thanksgiving; The Healing of 

Confession, Repentance and Forgiveness; The Treasure of Waiting and Listening to God; The Depth of 

Meditation and Journaling; The Power of Intercession and Petition; What it Means to Pray in His Name and 

According to His Will. 

Please call Judy Zecher (722-3612) to let us know you will be attending.  This will help us plan for food and 

materials.  Breakfast and lunch on Saturday will be provided.  Plan to pay the $15.00 cost when you come on 

Friday.  If you have attended previously and would like to return for a review, your cost will be $7.00.  Child care 

will not be provided. Plan for a rich and rewarding time of worship, prayer, and being in the Word - a time of 

spiritual renewal. 

"Releasing Grace through Prayer" -  

Part 1 Prayer Seminar: 

Our monthly theme for September was ñGod Made Me, God Made The First Peopleò. The children learned about 

Creation, Adam and Eve, and how God takes care of his people. We learned how God takes care of his ñsheepò, 

how God took care of Jona, Elijah, Peter, and how God takes care of us. We also learned about primary and 

secondary colors, and we are now learning about shapes. Yes, we are definitely busy! 

Our monthly theme for October will be ñGod Made Meò. Our weekly themes will be ñJesus Loves Meò, and ñI 

Am Specialò. We will also be learning about the season of Autumn, experiencing cooler temperatures, dressing in 

warmer clothes, and recognizing the changes in plants. We will continue to learn about shapes as well. 

Weôve had some very exciting things happen during the month of September. Our scholarship program is up and 

running! Weôve had two families receive partial scholarships thus far. Also, we have a new student who moved 

here with his family from India in June. His name is Rushi Patel. He and his family are so excited to be in this 

country. Itôs been such a joy to have him in class. He is not only learning to speak English, but heôs learning about 

God and Jesus each day in class. What a blessing! 

Once again, Iôd like to thank all of you who have so generously given donations to this ministry. We sincerely 

appreciate all that you do. And thank you to all of you who keep us in your prayers. 

In His Service, 

Christy Drensek and staff 
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Ladies of Grace  

AGAPE CIRCLE  is the newest of five 

LOG  Circles and is composed of 6th through 12th 

grade girls and their mothers.   

 

AGAPE CIRCLE  was organ-ized in Fall 2004 

to provide the opportunity for participation in a 

circle just for girls and their moms.   

 

AGAPE CIRCLE  is a service project group.  

We learn new skills and then share them with the 

community. 

 

We meet at the church on the 3rd Sunday of the 

odd months.  Moms and daughters together are 

able to fellowship, share and learn. 

 

Some of our past service projects are ï 

 

FLOWER ARRANGING.  We learned how to make 

fresh flower arrangements and then each girl gave 

her arrangement to a Grace member whom she 

felt would enjoy a special gift. 

CROSS-STITCHING. We made cross-stitched 

favors for the bi-ennial Mother/Daughter 

Banquet. 

 

KNITTING.  Each girl knitted a square which was 

then crocheted into a lap robe for one of our 

homebound members. 

 

PIE BAKING .  The pies we baked provided 

refreshments for the Sunday morning fellowship 

time. 

 

GARDENING.  Blooming plants were planted 

around the trees of the church yard last Fall.  We 

will do this again this Fall. 

 

COOKIE BAKING.  This is an annual event where 

we bake cookies for the November Christmas 

Work-shop.  We package and mail one to two 

dozen cookies to each college student. 

SPOTLIGHT   ON 

A GAPE  C IRCLE   
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BLESSED TO BE A BLESSING! 

Submitted by Dr. Ellinor White, Chairperson, Stewardship Board 

 

October is a wonderful time of the yearé.leaves are changing colors and providing some beautiful scenery to 

delight our eyes and spirits. Harvest season is either completed or in the process of being completed. Many fruits 

and fall crops are being harvested and stored away. 

 

Farmers, orchard owners, and gardeners are Godôs stewards who prepare the fields, orchards, gardens, as well as 

plant the seeds, cultivate the land, and fertilize the plants. Then they wait for Godôs blessings of sunshine, rain, 

and seasonable weather so that the harvest may be gathered in to provide food for all of Godôs creatures. God 

blesses this faithful stewardship. 

 

James wrote in his letter: ñSee how the farmer waits for the land to yield its valuable crop and how patient he is 

for the autumn and spring rains.ò (James 5:7 NIV)  Those who work in fields, orchards, and gardens know that 

while they contribute much to a good harvest, they also know that the good harvest will take place only if God 

blesses the fields, orchards, and gardens with the kind of weather necessary for a bountiful harvest. After doing all 

they can, Godôs stewards must wait upon the Lord who ñopens His hand and satisfies the desires of every living 

thing.ò (Psalm 145:16 NIV) 

 

We who have been called to faith in Jesus Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit are also called to be good 

stewards of all that God has entrusted to us to manage wisely and well. On October 31st we celebrate Reformation 

Dayða day to remember and give thanks for all the beautiful spiritual blessings God has given to us through the 

work and ministry of His faithful steward, Dr. Martin Luther. Through Luther God called the church back to 

Scripture Alone, Grace Alone, and Faith Alone so we can know for sure what His will is for our Christian 

living and giving. 

 

As stewards of the Gospel of Jesus, as well as the rest of life and lifeôs resources, we are called to patiently and 

faithfully give of our time, talents, financial resources, and Christian witness for Godôs glory and the welfare of 

people whose lives we touch. 

 

Maturing stewards really do the right things for the right reasons and strive for excellence in all they do.  

 

We are blessed so that we might be a blessing to others! 



Grace Lutheran School News 
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It is very hard to believe that we are just one week away from finishing the first quarter of our school year.  God has 

truly blessed us during this first grading period. 

On September 4 we celebrated our annual Grandparents Day.  The day was a rousing success.  We had so many 

wonderful grandparents or ñadoptedò grandparents present that there was standing room only in our sanctuary.  The 

students led an assembly honoring the grandparents, entertained them with activities in the classrooms, and enjoyed 

eating with the guests in the FLC gym.  

Our clubs and after-school special activities have begun.  Once again this year we are offering a chess club, a speed 

cup stacking club, robotics club, handbells, and chimes.  It is a joy to provide these activities for our students. 

The fall sports season is well underway.  Students from Pre-Kindergarten through Grade 8 are having a wonderful time 

playing soccer.  The girls in grades 4-8 are preparing for their volleyball tournament next week.  Think about going to a 

game to enjoy the playing and to cheer our players on to victory.  The schedule is available on the school website under 

Mr. Cypherôs information.  Our cheerleaders have begun practicing for the basketball season that will be here soon. 

The girls scouts have also been working hard.  Last week the girls moved to the next level for their age groups. 

Our middle school students were blessed to go to see the opera, ñThe Magic Flute.ò  For most of them this was their 

first experience with opera.  They studied the opera before attending the presentation.  

All of our students are enjoying our new science lab experiences.  It is a lot of fun to use microscopes, write in science 

journals, and experience other hands-on activities.  Every class goes to the science lab each Thursday.  They have 

studied electricity, rocks, plants, the senses, and butterflies.  Several classes are enjoying raising butterflies from 

caterpillars. 

We are blessed to have Betsy Scott, a speech therapist and member of Grace, helping our students.  She is working 

with students who have speech or language difficulties. 

Did you know that volunteers help out in the school every day?  Moms and Dads help in the the library, with office 

activities, and the lunch room.  Mrs. Kershner , Mrs. Emmerson, Mrs.Zecher,  Mr. Kershner, Mr. Ballard, Mr. Thoms 

and Mrs. Mercer all volunteer in our Science Lab.  We couldnôt operate without our volunteers. 
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Pancake Breakfast 

Hosted by: Grace Lutheran School Faculty 

When: Sunday, Sept. 26 from 8:30-9:30 and 10:30-11:00 

Where: FLC Cafeteria 

Menu: pancakes, sausage or bacon, fruit, juice, coffee 

Cost: $3.00 per person (Donations accepted.) 

Why: to help the faculty with expenses for attending the Southern District Teachers Conference in November 

OPPORTUNITIES TO HELP OUR SCHOOL SUCCEED  

You can help your school in different ways most of which do not cost you any extra money. 

1. Buy scrip cards on a regular basis.  Use them to do your regular shopping.  We have had a profit of $910.94 since 

school started this year.  Thank you to all of you who have supported this effort.   Now you can also buy Kroger 

cards from Scrip.  These cards will be available in the school office. 

2. Get a Publix shopping card from the school office and use it when you shop.  Publix sends us regular checks from 

the shopping. 

3. Think about getting a Target Visa card.  It can be used anywhere that accepts Visa.  The school gets money from 

Target when the cards are used. 

4. Buy a $5 ticket to Belkôs November 7 Charity Sale.  More information will be coming. 

5. Bring your newspapers to the bins by the garage. 

6. Come to the facultyôs Pancake Breakfast on Sunday, Sept. 26. 



Saints Alive 
October Events  

Oct.7th from 9:45AM to 1PM Huntsville 

Botanical Gardens and a picnic lunch in the 

Pavilion. 

Oct. 21st from 8AM to 3PM Barbers 

Motosports Museum in Birmingham. Lunch is 

TBD. 

Oct. 28th at 10AM the Huntsville Museum of 

Art. 
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Prayer Time During Worship Service 

Be part of an intercessory prayer time during the worship services as we pray for our congregation, our worship 

services, our pastors, church and school leaders, etc. 

 

* If you attend early service, you would commit to pray during the time of the late service.  If you attend the late 

service, plan to pray during the early service.  That way no one misses their worship time. 

 

* Sign up for a prayer time on the clip board near the welcome desk. 

 

* We will be using the church Parlor, in the narthex of the Sanctuary for the prayer time. 

 

  *In the Parlor, we will have lists of prayer topics and Scriptures to give you ideas for the direction of your 

intercessory prayer time. 

 

*You can pray individually or with a prayer partner. 

 

* Any questions?  Call Judy Zecher: 722-3612 


