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From the Pastor’s Desk

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ: more resistant to the message of Jesus Christ! Yet
Coming on the heels of our Easter God has placed Grace Lutheran Church and
celebrations and shouts of, “Christ is School at this point in time for
risen! He's risen, indeed,” we sta ; meeting those challenges by His
poised with the start of May just ' grace and reaching untold people

few weeks away from celebratil m fg’p f for Christ!
one of the most life changing evel ok £ As a result, Pentecost offers the

in the history of the Christian Churi church a great opportunity for
— the outpouring gift of the Holy evaluating her ministry in light of
Spirit on the Day of Pentecost. Traditionally those challenges and the fulfillment of the Great
considered the birthday of the Christian Church,Commission for making a difference in peoples’
Pentecost remains one of those transformationalives. Where do we see God at work so we can
moments that forever energized and empowered theome alongside Him, what’s working well for us
Church for implementing the “Great Commission” and what areas need strengthening in our total
Christ shared with His disciples before His ministry, and could God be calling us to some new
ascension. It is that same Spirit which contintees opportunities for ministry we’re not even aware of
empower the Christian Church of today throughright now? Big questions to be sure, but even
Word and Sacrament ministry for mission and larger answers that only God can provide for His
ministry in a world that’s increasingly more and people!

...continued on page 2

THRIVENT'S

Lutheran Night

with the Stars
\ Tickets now on sale

57‘-&%‘:‘-‘- Call Thrivent 256 883-5509 S;S‘é%é,

N = N

(=]
Friday, May 7
Game Tickets and Picnic $12



...continued

It's with that thought in mind that | would like ®xpress my thanks and appreciation to the joint
efforts of the Church Council and the Board of Etdfr the recent appointment of a congregatioraskT
Force that has been commissioned
to do just that — evaluate our

ministry in light of the Great “lIt's my prayer that the same outpouring of thatreecost
Commission ~for facing = such  gyirit and power will fill each one of us with arsiar desire

gﬂalrlg:lglgfg g)mdg)s/. a:c,rhtg;S(\aNil‘lorbtge and love for reaching our world for Christ!”

making recommendations to the
Church Council and the
congregation as needed or called upon. We haveghtdogether a wide-range of experience and cross-
section of the congregation and they include: Milildson — Leader, Tommy Presley — Assistant, Jeff
Hollings, Ruth Jurenko, Kleone Nelson, Brian Steearel Judy Zecher. Advisory members include Denni
Sierk, Paul Counts, and Pastor Blair.

I commend them to your prayers for the next few kgeer months as they're engaged in this
timely process and we await their results. It's pngyer that the same outpouring of that PenteSpatt
and power will fill each one of us with a similaggire and love for reaching our world for Christ!

Your Servant in Christ,
Pastor Blair Clark

It is coming back...another Be the Church! Do youwwnof
someone we can serve or a project that needsdore? We are
looking for your ideas on projects and people wnilito lead
projects. If you have ideas or want to volunteeletd a project
please let Scott Miller know (852-1590 or e-mail at
scottmiller2@mchsi.cojn

Music For Habitat

On the evening of Friday April 80Larry Woellhart will be pickin’ and singin’ at Btge Street Towne
Centre from 6-10PM. All of the donations to thehigpcket will be going to Thrivent Builds with Haitfor
Humanity. He will be located outside, near the omtheatre.




Generations In Faith Together (GIFT)

It's great to be back after a break for Lent! We back into the swing of things, learning Biblerigs and
songs, doing servant events, and of course havioigod fun together! Thank you to Heather Robéots

coordinating our servant event for April. Our Gedamilies created some beautiful patriotic cacdsend
to the men and women serving our country. Hewmisschedule for the remainder of the school year:

May 5th: Old Testament Lesson -- Esther's Gamble
May 12th: Old Testament Lesson -- Job's Big Test

May 19th: Dream Team Meeting (All parents and atieoadults
interested in helping with GIFT, please attend.)

GIFT: Families with children 5th grade and youngeme together on
Wednesday evenings to hear Bible Stories, learrSceiptures using
songs and sign language, and create art to shizwe wonderful, fun
way to spend time with your family, learn, and h&we all at the same
time! Your children will love it and you will tood%o, come join us on
Wednesdays 6—7:30 PM! For more information con@ioa Lewis
(gina@nateandgina.com) or John Mays (jbmays96@yaboy).

The GIFT Center is located in the Annex across ftoenAssembly
Room and the School Library.

The kids did such a great job performing at thel3Gervice in February. We are now practicing far o
next performance in May. The kids are having fud daing a fabulous job learning their new music and
instruments. We are learning “When | Remember Yfoarh Philemon 1: 4-5 in addition to some other
rockin’ praise songs. Please come join us!

Kids Praise Team: Children ages 3—5th grade leaaing and play instruments. We do praise sondseBi
songs, and other fun music. The kids perform péaly for the congregation at our 10:45 servideehlly
is A LOT of fun! Practice is Wednesday eveningsrfrd&—5:30 PM in the GIFT Center. For more
information please contact John or Emily Willis (43537 or mail2ew@gmail.com)
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Please feel free to join one of the classes. Theg@ new members weekly! See you there on Sunday
morning at 9:35 AM.

Grace 101:Exploring Grace (Scott Miller host if"gyrade class room)

Grace 201:Study on Martin Luther (Bob Wank host iff grade class room)

Grace 301:Study on Ecclesiastes (Ellen Brusick host in 6#dgrclass room)

Grace 401:A Week in the Word - Matthew verse-by-verse (anagssembly room)

High School: Responsible Young Christian Behavior (Matt & Bilkurst host in Youth Room/FLC)

College and Career: Christian Beliefs (J Brindley/H Roberts @ Panera)

Please see Parish Ed Brochure for more informatioweekday classes and class location.
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Please join us for all or part ofnointed, fas == \NTLOe NP
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Transformed, Redeemedith Priscilla Shirer, Beth i b, S < e

gﬂnoo_ltlejéasr:jdaKsayfgrr;tqhuS;._l\iVea){NI:lI;r:]eCet fgirci,xswﬁoerﬁseVacation Bible School 2010 Be prepared to take off
y y and land atPlanet Zoom! VBS will be a 5 day

Workboqk is optional and the co_st is $14_1.00. Cal oming program this year with Nancy Rice as

Nancy Rice at 880-9374 for more information. Director, on June 21-25 from 9:00am - 11:30am. If
you are willing to help and volunteer, please conta
her at 880-9374 or e-mail her at -
nkrice@bellsouth.net.

"#$ % &

If you're looking for a new church home, wouldnewly revised “EXPLORING GRACE CLASS”
like to discover the distinctive philosophy thatmeets. This is an 8-week course that concludes with
makes Grace Lutheran Church an exciting and alive special two and half hour Saturday morning
community of believers, or just want to “refresh”worship! Please contact the church office or Pastor
your knowledge about the Christian faith, then marBlair for more information.

your calendars for Sunday, at 9:35 AM, as our
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has been leading this effort.
Thanks to Becky for all her hard
work and to LOG for thinking of
the needs in the Foster
dCommunity!

English Classes

English classes resumed April
13th and are Tuesday and
Thursday from 5:30 to 7:30 PM.
Need teachers, babysitters an
snack providers. Contact Jack
Renfro or Kleone Nelson if you

can help or have questions. No
experience required for teachingThe Grace youth will do a
because it is all on the job puppet show to help the children
training. Many thanks to our celebrate and John Rist will
faithful volunteers from Grace. capture the moments with his
picture taking skills. Grace will

be providing the light lunch for
A grant has been applied for the event also. It will be a great
through LWML for assistance in family time for them and Grace
purchasing playground will be Making a Difference in

equipment for Iglesia de la their celebration of Children's
Comunidad. Becky Heffelfinger Day.

Mexican Children's Day
April 25, 2010

Playground Equipment

) * ®

Our regular school year is
quickly coming to an end. The
last day of school will be
Friday, May 28th. This month
we will be learning about the
importance of family. The
theme is God Gives Us
Parents The children will learn
that we are all part of God’s family. The letteos f
the month of May will be H-I-J. Each week, the
children bring something from home that begins
with that letter.

In His service,

Adult Baptism of 8 New
Believers
May 2, 2010

Eight adults are currently
receiving instruction from Pastor
Macedonio before they are
baptized Sunday, May 2. Praise
the Lord for the expansion of His
Kingdom! Many of these adults
have been in our English classes
and we havéMade a Difference

in their lives.

Suggested Reading on How to
Make a Difference

The Externally Focused Church
by Rick Rusaw and Eric
Swanson.

Registration is now under way for our summer
session which begins June 21st and ends July 16th.
Please call the church office for more information

about this session. There are still openings but we
are filling up fast.

Christy and Carrie



Special thank you to our congregation for your
support of the Easter Breakfast fundraiser!

*With your help, we received an offering of $1409
and realized a profit of $1059.

“Faith Journey” Senior Youth

for Middle School and Senior High Youth Trip to Atlanta-Fest 2010

Wed. Nights, 6:00-7:30 p.m., in the Annex Thurs-Sun, June 17-20

(Wed. Night Supper, 5:15-5:45 p.m.) This exciting trip will bring you to concert after
Break During Lent _ concert of the very best in Christian music. In
Apr. 7 Learning Night: Life of Luther addition, you will be able to enjoy three days of
Apr. 14 Servant Event Night beautiful Stone Mountain Park. Other highlights:
Apr. 21 DREAM TEAM ONLY . friendship building, tent camping, Bible study and
Apr. 28 Parents Only-Sex Ed Video Preview prayer time, loads of fun. The staff will be Kevin
May 5 Learning Night: :BCom.—Part 1 Brandon, Youth Minister and parents; please
May 12 Learning Night: ‘6 Com.-Part 2 volunteer! All those presently in Grades 9-12 may
May 19 DREAM TEAM ONLY attend, (those in these grades during 2009-2010

) ] . school year.) Those presently il @rade in Spring
Each Wednesday night, Faith Journey kicks of5010 may attend if they have a parent attend with
with: a guest-speaker with a faith story, a drdaya (hem. Each person may also bring 1 guest. The
some of our high school youth, a basics-of-theifaitogst  covers your pass for all concerts and
Bible lesson using hands-on visuals, and smalkjghtseeing at Stone Mountain, most group meals,
group time for parents and youth to share somgansportation: $120 for youth; $100 for Adulfo
"faith talk” on what it means, and a special *Youthegister, please find forms on Kevin Brandon’s
Night” for our 8™12" Grade Youth! Faith Journey office door; turn in completed forms with your fee
is open to any family, (with a 6-12th Grader,) whayy DEADLINE: SUNDAY, May 9. (After May 9,
wants to grow in their faith in God and have anegistration is space-permitting and the cost will

awful lot of fun in the process! have an $20 late fee added.)
Super Saturday Night! National Lutheran Youth Gathering:
For Middle School & Senior Youth, Grades 6- Theme: We Believe

12+ July 16-22, 2010, in New Orleans

Sat, May 15, June 12, July 24; 7:00-9:30 p.m. The cost for the 13 youth and 3 adults attending

*“Free time in the Youth Center! _ _ they prepare and they work toward this sizeable
*Open gym, basketball, games, friendship, food§nancial goal!

fun!

*Christian Growth & Prayer . Recognition of High School, College and
*Video games, foosball, pool, Rock Band, Wii! Advance Degrees

*Everyone in Grades 6-12+ is invited to come angs;aquates!

bring friends! Sunday, May 16

*Please bring brownies, cookies, or a snack tgi 8:00 & 10:45 a.m. Services

share. With a Reception in their

honor 9:00 a.m., in the Family Life Center.
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Submitted by Dr. Ellinor White, Task Force Chairperson

Our Anniversary Task Force has completed itskwior tying up all the “loose ends” of our 80
Anniversary Celebration. We thank all of you fouysupport. We pray that God will bless Grace Ltdhe
Church and School as we look forward to many aneary celebrations in the future.

As most of you know, we sponsored a varietyativities as we commemorated our"Sénniversary, and
the money that was raised through the sales of ntams covered the cost of those activities. ThekTa
Force voted that 50% of the proceeds from the Biales would be designated to the FLC Building Fund
Debt Reduction. The Task Force also voted to dieerémainder of any proceeds to the Roof Fund.

We have summarized all of the activity for the finas regarding the Anniversary Celebrations:

Income

Anonymous Donor (Seed Money)

Cookbook Sales
Bricks Sales*
Tee Shirt Sales

Ticket Sales for Celebration Dinner

History CD Sales

Expenses
Cookbooks
Bricks*
Tee Shirts
Celebration Dinner

Portable Sign with new logo

Saturday Reception

Combined Worship Service
Bronze Plaque/History Pictures
History Booklets and Misc. Items
Supplies and Misc. Expenses

Total Proceeds

*$ 1460.28** is earmarked for the Debt RetiremEnhd.
** ($ 4000.00-$ 1079.45=% 2920.55. Half of tha$is460.28)

(To Building Fund/Debt Retirement) -
(Remainder To Roof Fund)

$ 460.28
$ 1,864.82

To God Be The Glory!!

$ 19,721.97
$ 1800.00
$ 7915.97
$ 4000.00
$ 696.00
$ 5150.00
$ 160.00

$ 16,396.87
$ 3279.30
$ 1079.45
$ 426.33
$ 4735.42
$ 264.60
$ 662.59
$ 1154.89
$ 2617.67
$ 1039.49
$ 1137.13

$ 3,325.10
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LAKE GUNTERSVILLE STATE PARK LODGE was the site of
the LWML Gulf States District Convention on Aprib418. Since
this year's convention was sponsored by Mountaketaone of
which LOG is a member, our ladies were directlyoiwred in
planning, preparing and executing the conventiemex

COME TO THE MOUNTAIN, WALK WITH THE LORD was the
theme of the convention which included Bible stueigd by Judy
Zecher. Judy Lessmann attended as Gulf StatesdDistasurer.
Lynn Harmon was the LOG voting delegate, Norma Ralserved
as on-site RN, Ashleigh and Abby Tomkovich and MdBcott
were convention pages. Rita Lange, Elizabeth Lakgéhy Brady,

Lila Nelson, Karen Tomkovich, Sabina Wank, EssieBleen, Marlie Schilloff, Nancy Rice, Betsy Scott,
Heather Roberts, Chris Fairchild, Erika Hauer, eJlicFerrin and Karen Crout rounded out LOG's

representation.

March on with the Saints Alive in
May!
- 9:30 AM - 1:30 PM - Cinco

de Mayo, Lunch TBD (Shirley)

8:00 AM - 3:00 PM - Franklin TN, Walking
Tour, Lunch TBD



The Benefits of a Financial Inventory representatives g256) 883-550%r (800) 554-

Caught in the middle, many baby boomers are raising54950r visitthrivent.com.

their children and managing their careers, all @hil Thrivent's 22™ Annual Lutheran Night with
caring for their aging parents. Talking to yourgyds  the Huntsville Stars

about care-giving and end-of-life issues is impatita It's time for baseball, hotdogs, peanuts, popcorn

Many people put it off because of being and fellowship!
uncomfortable. Reduce the stress and start disayssi May 7 is the official date for Thrivent's 2%

the location of information, not the contents. Annual Lutheran Night with the Huntsville Stars
An important tool that can help is a financial at Joe Davis Stadium! You may purchase your
inventory. The inventory, which you should update tickets at the Thrivent Huntsville Office: 7500
annually, includes: Memorial Parkway SW, Suite 115M, Huntsville,

] AL; or at your local Lutheran church office.
Legal documents property deeds, wills, trusts,

living wills and health care and financial direetyy ~ P'ease plan to come and enjoy the game, special

birth, marriage and military discharge certificates ~ €Vents and the picnic and fellowship under the big
tent. We will be honoring all military families by

Contact information: attorneys, accountants, asking our members to donate phone cards that
financial planners, physicians and anyone whowill enable our brave men and women serving
provides financial, legal and medical advice angtca overseas to contact their family members back

home. The Thrivent Builds with Habitat for

Current account information: type, number  Humanity program will also be recognized.
and institution for all financial accounts, incladi

checking, savings, retirement, investment, loargs an S€€ You at the Game!

insurance policies. Thrivent Builds with Habitat for Humanity —

. . Update!
Valuables and collectibles location and P

description of any valuables such as jewelry, sitle The work on home for the Cowan family
gold and collectibles such as stamps and coins. continues on schedule! Construction is to be
completed in late May, with the Dedication

Instr.uctlons:_ funergl, bur.lal and  obituary Ceremony on the calendar for Saturday, Ma. 29
information and instructions.

. , . . Volunteers are still needed on Tuesday's,
This process won't happen in a day. Breaking thery,.qqay's, and Saturday’s: sign-up for a full day
information  gathering process into small, ;. just a few hours, whatever you can spare!

manageable conversations, helps ensure  tabjgase contact your church’s Thrivent Builds
everyone’s best interests are considered. Champion, Larry Woelhart

For more guidance on talking with parents, or other
loved ones, contact your local Thrivent Financial
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We have had some significagrowth in our Our 4" and %' graders

student body. There are 10 new students who held their ‘Wax

have enrolled in our school since Christmas. We Museum’ for this year. Each of the students

also had a couple of students move on from Gracepresented a person from history by dressing in

during that time, but overall there was growth. character and sharing information about that
person and why he/she is famous.

Our spring sportsare underway. The PK-Gr. 1 T-

ball team has enjoyed victory. Th& & 3" grade Art is an important part of our

indoor soccer team is undefeated after 5 games.school experience Brandie

Our track team has been preparing for their track Artalona (4" grade) has a

meet on May 1. These students would love to Panoply billboard currently on

have a big cheering section at their games anddisplay. It is on Drake Avenug

track meet. across from the Cadillac dealéy
Please check it out. Abigal

Classes were on the movthis month. Our third  Thompson (1), William Spanier

graders enjoyed a trip to Safety City and also to (2), Mason Mays (3), Rylee Blossey (4), Camille

Grissom High to see “Seussical the Musical.” Spotswood (5), Helen Steeve (6), Adam Vaden (7),

Fifth grade students spent a morning at Panoply for Alex Helton (8), Shannon Thoms (8), and Katie

5" Grade Days. The Kindergarten class went to Trausch (8) had art work in an art show sponsored

Burritt Museum. by Greengate School. Also, eight of our students
will have art work in the Student Art Tent at

Recently the students of the school showed off Panoply.

some of what they have learned this year in the

Science Lab. TheScience Expowas a great  Congratulations to Shannon Thoms who made

experience and involved a lot of visitor the Huntsville High cheerleading squad for next

participation in taste testing experiences. The year. Also congratulations to Laura Steeve who

students were great in sharing their knowledge. made Grissom’s volleyball team.
<3 Our school also recently had a Alex Helton, Laura Steeve, and Katie Trausch,
ol e Scholastic Book Fair It all some ofour 8" grade German studentswent to

started off with a “Grand” Person Tuscaloosa to compete in a high school level
event that involved chapel and the German competition. Out of 200 students, three of
book fair. The “grand” guests ours placed. Also, three of our alumni placed in
who came sat with their special the competition. Frau Halbritter took our students
children and then shopped at the book fair for the to the competition. Way to go German students!
children. They also enjoy “GR” foods as a shack.
We sold over $4000 worth of books.
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Belk’s stores are once again helping us by having / 1 (
another charity sale. This sale is May 1 from

6:00 am to 10:00 am. Please buy a $5 ticket he  Kpights of Columbus members once again
help our faculty's staff development accountj, | qed Grace Lutheran School as a beneficiary of
The ticket buyer will get $5 off of his/her first yheir monthly breakfast. Many of you came to enjoy
purchase at the sale so it really costs the buygle gelicious meal. Thanks so much. We received
nothing, and the school makes $5. If you args7s in donations and will also get some money from
unable to attend the sale, you may go to Belk'g,q proceeds of the breakfast.
any day the week prior to the sale and make your
purchases. Belk's will ring your purchases up o special thanks goes out to Jim Baumann, Pat
May 1, and you may go the next week to get whad,ssmore, Doug and Martha Patz, Jack Renfro, and Al
you bought. and Mary Jane Reumann (school board members) and
Donna Behnken, Ellen Brusick, Al Cypher, Katherine
Devine, Lynda Ladd, Monica Naatz, Carole Thorsen,
$ 0 and Louise Walker (faculty members) who worked at
the breakfast.

Grace Lutheran School will host Camp Invention
once again this summer. The camp is open

students currently in grades 1-5. It will be hel
June 14-18. If you or someone you know has
child who would be interested in attending thi

science and creativity camp, you can regist
using the Camp Invention link on our schoa
website. Registration is currently underway. |
you have questions, contact Donna Behnken

school or at home 881-6659.

$

Thank you for your support of the Scrip program
during this school year. We raised over $4500
from the sale. There are a couple more opportu
nities to buy the cards before our summer break
(April 26, May 10, and May 24).




The Agenda for the Vocal Music Workshop, to be pntsd at Grace on May 14 and 15, is now writtellaack
and white! Besides the adult vocal workshop thatkgeBradley is presenting on the weekend, she® @gdsng to
spend Friday with the kids at Grace (Bonus #1jpthicing them to some musical experiences thatbeayew
to them, but whether it's a new experience or itatjll be fun! At 2:00 PM on Friday afternoon, the kids will
present an assembly to demonstrate what they'vaddahat day, and I'm pretty sure Principal Brisidll say
we can all come to watch, too!

For everyone interested in the Friday evening sassind Saturday morning activities, here is thedate:
Friday, May 14 6:00 -7:00 PM  Vocal Workshop for Choirs
Welcome to my Voice Studio
Finding your singing voice ~
Focus of sound sz D .\
Breathing ’ ‘
Vocal Exercises
7:00 — 8:00 PM  Using Your Talent

Hymn Singing
Saturday, May 15
8:30 AM Free Continental Breakfast
9:00 — 10:00 AM Vocal Exercises for -Mind, Bodgice
10:00 AM Noon-Singing together

Tips and Techniques
Sunday, May 16 8:00 AM Worship Service Special Music
(This is Bonus #2!)

| would ask that many of you try to attend some péthis weekend, just to show support, if not thoe
vocalizing part. However, I'm sure that if you shaw, you'll not be disappointed! Besides the coenital
breakfast, there will be bottled water availableyso can quench those vocal cords after taking ttieoaugh
their paces!

Unless the group is a “crowd” and too many for Assembly Room, the weekend activities will takecplan the
Annex Assembly Room. We also have the sanctuagrved in case of “overflow,” which would be wondetf

See you May 14 and 15!
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8:00 AM 10:45 PM

Elders

John Mays Phil Nelson

Ushers

Steve Rice Norma Palmer

David Walker

Ron Schmitz

Greeters

May 2 John & Ruth Jurenko Susie Mclintosh

May 9 Ron & Marge Schmitz Joyce Larder, Peggy i8tyc

May 16 Floyd & JoAnn Brumbelow Bill & Judy Zecher

May 23 David & Elizabeth Witteveen Brian & Nancyesve

May 30 Bud & Millie Sallo Anthony & Kathy Howard
Acolytes

May 2 Sophie Thorsen, Juliana Speck Hayden & JdborB, Kelly Ryan
May 9 Eric Naatz, Shannon Thoms Ben Emmerson, Aalring, Zach Denis

May 16 Jeremiah Burhans, Megan Zecher Ben Gill@hdis Drensek, Brian Rodriguez
May 23 Zachary Burhans, Juliana Speck  Katie Trauselly Ryan, Brooke Boirun

May 30 Kristen & Shannon Thoms Josh, Emma & Satiller

Sound & Video Operators

May 2 Tommy Presley Anthony Howard, video - Jirtthann
May 9 Harvey Lange John Mays, video - Kathryndtaaw
May 16 Bill McFerrin Ken Ols, video - Bob Drensek

May 23 David Zecher Bob McCutcheon, video - Hardnsek
May 30 Harvey Lange Dick Stewart, video - BriaayD

One Memorial Day, some children were asked whatitizens of other countries might

the holiday meant to them. “That's the day thealso enjoy the privileges of

swimming pool opens!” answered one eager boyolitical social and economic freedom. Memorial
What he didn't realize or appreciate was that hee caDay is our opportunity to pause and remember the
freely go to the pool because more than one milliosacrifices of many of America’s best citizens. They
people have put their lives on the line to preservemade the supreme sacrifice on our behalf, so please
America’s democracy. Many of them have died seemember to honor these heroes on May 30.
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Return Service Requested

Our beloved principalDr. Ellen Brusick,
(Dr. B), will be retiring at the end of this
school year. We are so very grateful for
her leadership and faithful commitment to
Grace Lutheran School for the past three
years. She is truly one of God’s special
servants.

An appreciation celebration is planned for
Sunday, May 23, 2010, 9:15 am, (between
church services), in the school gym. Your
cards and good wishes are welcomed.

Retirement opens the door to many
possibilities and enjoyment. We wish her
God’s may blessings in the years ahead.



