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Grace Notes  

From the Pastor’s Desk 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ: 
 
Let’s face it – the past two weeks our Huntsville 
and Madison communities have been rocked by a 
series of unbelievable tragic events that go beyond 
description with the recent shooting of a teen at 
Discovery Middle School and six faculty members 
at the University of Alabama - Huntsville that have 
resulted in the death of one teen, three faculty 
members, and serious injuries of three other faculty 
members. I can’t begin to tell you how much it 
pains me to see our community making national 
news for such issues as these, and yet at the same 
time, it brings great joy in seeing how quickly our 
community has responded to the situation and 
pulled together in an effort to foster aid and healing 
at such a time as this.  Please keep the families and 
people impacted by these events in your prayers for 
healing and strength in the midst of death and loss 
they have encountered in their lives.  Also, praise 
and thank God for the gift of city and school 
leaders, police and emergency responders, 
doctors and nurses, brave faculty and students, 
churches, counselors, and all types of care givers 
who daily seek to serve in meeting the tragic 
needs of our community. 
 
I make mention of this simply because so many 
people ask the question of, “Why?  Why, in 
Huntsville and Madison, Alabama of all places?”  
Sure, our authorities will seek out those answers, 

assign task forces to study the issues and seek to 
improve safety throughout our community and 
educational facilities, but as is so often the case, 
they’ll come up short in one area and fail to 
identify it as the painful consequences of SIN and 
the fallen state of our humanity!   In fact, one 
media outlet gets close by advertising their 
coverage of a “Community in Crisis!”  All the 
indicators point to what Paul states in Romans 6:23 
as, “The wages of sin is death.”    The fact 
remains, that left to our natural state we, and our 
community, are lost without Christ in our lives.  
But that need not be the tragic end to this story! 
 
We have an opportunity unlike any before to give 
witness to the truth and solution to the sin issue as 
found in the hope, joy, forgiveness, and love of 
God through the perfect, life, death, and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ for a time like this!  As 
Paul goes on to state in Romans 6:23, “But the gift 

of God is eternal life in Christ 
Jesus our Lord!”  The truth of 
the matter is that we have a 
Savior who has overcome the 
power of the world, death, 
and the grave and stands 
victorious on our behalf!  We 
have a Father’s heart that 
lavishly expends all that He 

has in reconciling the world, forgiving sin, and 
renewing whole communities by His grace.  He 

March 2010 
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Dear Friends at Grace Lutheran Church, 

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church would like to thank 
you for your participation in our Food Pantry this 
past year. Your food and monetary donation al-
lowed us once again to have a very good ministry. 
During 2009, with your support, we were able to 
provide food to 615 families, including 921 adults 
and 460 children. These numbers also include 
homebound senior citizens whose groceries were 

packed at St. Mark’s and delivered to their homes 
by CASA volunteers. 

Again, thank you so much for your generosity and 
participation in St. Mark’s Food Pantry. We feel 
blessed to be able to provide this ministry to those 
in need, with the help of groups such as yours. 

In Christ’s love, 

St. Mark’s Food Pantry volunteers 

goes so far as to pour 
out His Spirit, the 
Counselor, into our 
hearts and those of 
others with a comfort 
that goes beyond 
human understanding 
or experience.  He 
makes all things new even 
through events such as these. 
 
If you or someone you know is 
suffering from the effects of this 
tragedy or other life transforming 
events, please assure them that 
there is hope and a new tomorrow 
found in Christ alone.  We, as a 
community, certainly will not be 

the same, but we can grow 
through it to a greater place where 
we might not have even imagined 
before, through faith in Christ.  
As a congregation we have access 
to personal counseling, Stephen 
Ministers, and professionals who 
seek to bring about healing and 
strength that only Christ can give 
and I invite you to access them if 

you or someone you know 
is struggling with life 
transforming events. Invite 
them to church with you to 
hear of the Father’s love 
through our new series, 
“The Prodigal God!” 
Finally, continue to pray 

for our community, those 
impacted by the tragedy, our 
congregation, and the 
opportunities we have for 
witnessing the love of Jesus 
Christ with all people. 
 
In Christ, 
Pastor Blair Clark 
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2010 Midweek Lenten Schedule 
Series:  “The Signs of Jonah!” 

 
 

Midweek Service #2 
February 24 

“Saved in the Storm” 
 

Midweek Service #3 
March 3 

“Our Providing God!” 
 

Midweek Service #4 
March 10 

“Praying in the Belly of the Great Big Fish!” 
 

Midweek Service #5 
March 17 

“The God of the Second Chance” 
 

Midweek Service #6 
March 24 

“About Face!” 

Holy Week Schedule 
 

Maundy Thursday Communion Service 
April 1 

“Christ in the Passover!” 
Jews for Jesus Presentation  

6:30PM 
 

Good Friday  
Tenebrae Service 

7:00PM 

Easter Sunday 
April 4 

 

Easter Festival Service With Communion 
“Easter Cantata” 

7:00AM 
 

Easter Breakfast 
Hosted by the Grace Lutheran Youth 

8:00 – 9:15AM 
 

Easter Celebration Service 
“Easter Joy – It’s a Stone’s Roll Away!” 

10:45AM 

On Sunday, March 7, we will be celebrating 
Lutheran Schools Week with a special worship 
service involving our children and families from our 
Christian Day School with a variety of activities. 
Given that many of our school families attend other 
churches and to encourage their  
participation, we will not have  
Holy communion  on that day.  
Instead, we will offer Holy  
communion on the following  
Sunday, March 14.  

��������������
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Yep, it was still cold in 
February! But that didn’t stop 
us! The children enjoyed 
learning about how they, just 
like Jesus start out small and 
continue to grow. We also 
enjoyed the Valentine’s Day 
party. 

We have two themes for March. The first is “Jesus 
Is My Friend and Savioir.” The children will lean 
that Jesus yearns to be their frind. They will learn 
how God blesses us with friends and how God 
wants us to be a good friend. The second theme is 
“Jesus is Alive”. The children will learn about 
Jesus’ final week before his crucifixion and 
triumphant resurrection on Easter Sunday. The 

children will also begin learning about the letters 
A, B, and C. 
As many of you know, the school auction is 
coming up on March 6th. Look for the MTO 
auction item that offers a 3-day a week enrollment 
for the 2010-2011 school year. The total package 
for this item is $1500.00! You amy want to 
consider bidding on this exciting package for yoru 
own use, or for someone who may benefit from a 
scholarship to MTO next year. And of course, this 
will help Grace Lutheran School in their 
fundraising efforts. 

In His service, 

Christy, Kathy and Carrie 

ECCLESIASTES  this OT book is the product of an 
older man reflecting on life.  The beautiful words and 
sentiments in this book run the gamut from 
"Meaningless, meaningless, Utterly meaningless"  to 
"He has made everything beautiful in its time and set 
eternity in the hearts of men".     Bring your Bibles - 
it's the only text we'll use as we share this ancient - 
and timely - , wonderful,  book, letting God's Word 
illumine our lives!     
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Grace Lutheran School Third 
Graders and Family and 

Friends 

The industrious Third Graders 
(and family and friends) from 
Grace put together over 40 
Valentine goodie bags for the 
English students and members of 
Iglesia de la Comunidad.  In 
addition to the goodie bags 
which were filled with small 
gifts, candy, snacks, Valentine 
greetings, etc., there were beanie 
babies for everyone.  They were 
very surprised by and 
appreciative of the love 
conveyed.  Their smiles showed 
you Made a Difference! 

Children's Day (April 30) 

April 25th is when they will be 
celebrating Mexican Children's 
Day.  The celebration will be 
highlighted by the Grace Senior 
Youth puppets.  Young and old 
alike love the puppets!  Thank 
you Senior Youth for sharing 
your skills and Sunday morning 
with the community.  Thanks 

also for Making a Difference, in 
your continued support of the 
events in the Foster Community. 

Letter to Grace Lutheran 
Church and School from Susie 
Rodriguez, Dated February 8, 

2010 

Brothers, Sisters and Friends:  
On January 12th there was 
published in the newspaper 
(Huntsville Times), a story about 
the Rodriguez family and Susie.  
If you had the opportunity to 
read it, that is only part of the 
story, (the other part was omitted 
for reasons beyond my control).  
I just want to say that this has 
been so difficult for me.  I never, 
ever, thought I would meet 
friends like all of you, and it 
would not have been possible for 
me to cope with all this had you 
not been there.  You made my 
heavy load turn into a light one.  
I thank God for your lives, your 
ministries, for you gift of giving 
and first of all for your love 
toward my family.  This is 

something that will live forever 
in my heart.  That's the part of 
the story that will remain written 
in the heart of the Rodriguez's 
family.  Thanks to you all of 
you!  With love, Susie 
Rodriguez 

Gilberto Rodriguez (on our 
prayer list) is now home with 
Susie, Malissa and Steven.  After 
suffering a stroke in March 2009 
he spent many months in the 
hospital and then in rehab.  He 
now is able to get around with 
the use of a cane, even though 
his right side is still somewhat 
paralyzed.  His speech is slowly 
returning and when not excited 
he is able to say a few words.  
This has been a long difficult 
year for the Rodriguez family 
and Susie wanted to thank Grace 
Lutheran Church and School for 
all the love and support you 
continue to show them.  You 
have Made a Difference in their 
lives.  Keep them in your 
prayers. 

To our Grace family, 
We would like to thank everyone for the prayers and support that you have given us over the past few 
months.  The long hospital stay and past month without sleep were a lot easier to get through thanks to 
the visitors, cards, dinners and calls (not to mention the caroling). 
We thank God that we're part of such a loving family. 
William, Cheryl, Sarah, and Logan Rydbom 
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��������



� � � � � � � � 	 � 
 � ������
�

'�����

Our ministry utilizes small groups, Youth 
Counselors, and parents attending with their youth 

to  learn, play, and serve together.  It is called: 
 “Faith Journey” 

for Middle School and Senior High Youth 
Wed. Nights, 6:00-7:30 p.m., in the Annex 

(Wed. Night Supper, 5:15-5:45 p.m.) 
Break During Lent 

Apr. 7 Learning Night:  Life of Luther 
Apr. 14 Servant Event Night 

Apr. 21 DREAM TEAM ONLY  
Apr. 28 Parents Only-Sex Ed Video Preview 

May 5 Learning Night:  6th Com.-Part 1 
May 12 Learning Night:  6th Com.-Part 2 

May 19 DREAM TEAM ONLY 
 

Each Wednesday night, Faith Journey kicks off 
with:  a guest-speaker with a faith story, a drama by 
some of our high school youth, a basics-of-the-faith 

Bible lesson using hands-on visuals, and small-
group time for parents and youth to share some 

"faith talk" on what it means, and a special “Youth 
Night” for our 8th-12th Grade Youth!  Faith Journey 
is open to any family, (with a 6-12th Grader,) who 

wants to grow in their faith in God and have an 
awful lot of fun in the process! 
NATIONAL LUTHERAN 
YOUTH GATHERING: 
Theme:  WE BELIEVE 

July 16-22, 2010, in New Orleans 
The cost for the 13 youth and 3 adults attending 
“We Believe” is $850 per person.  Please pray as 
they prepare and they work toward this sizeable 

financial goal! 
 

SY TRIP TO ATLANTA-FEST CHRISTIAN 
ROCK MUSIC FESTIVAL  

June 17-20, 2010. 
 

SUPER SATURDAY NIGHT ! 
For Middle School & Senior Youth, Grades 6-12+ 

Sat., Feb. 20, Mar. 27, Apr. 17; 7:00-9:30 p.m. 
In the Family Life Center Gym & Youth Center !!! 

*FREETIME IN THE YOUTH CENTER!  
*Open gym, basketball, games, friendship, food, fun! 

*Christian Growth & Prayer 
*Video games, foosball, pool, Rock Band, Wii! 

*Everyone in Grades 6-12+ is invited to come and 
bring friends! 

*Please bring brownies, cookies, or a snack to share. 
 

SENIOR YOUTH EASTER BREAKFAST 
FUNDRAISER! 

We will gather to set-up on Sat., April 3, 6:00 p.m., in 
the FLC Gym.  On Easter Sunday, April 4, plan to 

come to the kitchen at 7:00 a.m. with your breakfast 
casseroles.  We will prepare everything and serve at 
8:00-9:15 a.m.  Clean-up will be at 9:15-10:00 a.m.  

Parents, we need your help; please plan to come 
during one of these shifts. 

 
CONFIRMATION WEEKEND IS COMING! 

*ORAL REVIEW – Fri., April 9, 7:00 p.m. 
*BANQUET – Sat., April 10, 6:00 p.m. 

*RITE OF CONFIRMANTION – Sun., April 11 
 Hayden Bloom      Zachary Denis 
 Andy Doering      Ben Gillard 
 Eric Naatz       Brian Rodriguez 
 Kelly Ryan       Laura Steeve 
 Shannon Thoms      Katie Trausch 

 
SPECIAL THANK YOU TO OUR 

CONGREGATION FOR YOUR SUPPORT OF 
OUR SUPERBOWL SUB SANDWICHES ! 

*With your help, we received donations of $1211 and 
after expenses, realized a profit of $847. 

  
Recognizing High School, College, 
& Advanced Degree Graduates! 

 Coming May 2010 ! 
Please see Kevin Brandon if someone in your family 

is graduating from high school, college or with an 
advanced degree! 
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Myths and Misconceptions  
of Long-term Health Care 
Even the words long-term health care can sound 
scary or confusing, but if you have the facts, the 
term can be reassuring.  Here are some common 
myths and misconceptions from Thrivent Financial 
for Lutherans to help you make an educated 
decision about your possible long-term care needs. 

Misconception: “I don’t need to plan ahead to 
finance long-term care. I’ll cover the costs with my 
regular savings or get it covered by Medicare or 
Medicaid.”  

Truth:  If you have significant liquid assets at your 
disposal, you may be able to pay for your long-
term care (known as self-insurance). However, 
according to the Genworth 2009 Cost of Care 
Survey, long-term care costs are often higher than 
expected. For example, even in Iowa—one of the 
most affordable states for long-term care—the 
average cost for a private room in a nursing facility 
costs $51,830 a year. Your personal savings may 
not be enough to cover the costs and still pay for 
basic living expenses. You also may wipe out the 
funds you had planned to leave as an inheritance.  

Many people believe that Medicare will cover 
their needs for long-term care—only to discover 
that this government program offers limited 
assistance in most cases. “there is a common 
misperception that Medicare will come to your 

aid when you need long-term care,” says Julie 
Murawski, a health products manager for 
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans. “That’s just not 
true.” In fact, Medicare offers long-term care 
coverage only under tightly restricted 
circumstances and usually for a limited amount 
of time.  

Here are some things you can do now if you think 
you may not qualify for this coverage in the future:

· Talk to your physician and review 
“Medicare & You,“ the basic primer available 
for free at medicare.gov, to learn more about 
eligibility. 

· Even if you are eligible for Medicare, the 
program typically only pays for skilled medical 
care, such as a registered nurse. If you want to be 
able to pay someone to cook meals and do light 
cleaning around the house, you might want to 
consider long-term care coverage. 

Find out if potential care facilities allow clients 
to transition to Medicaid. In some cases, you can 
move into your facility of choice and cover costs 
with your own assets at first, then start using 
Medicaid after exhausting your own reserves. If 
your facility of choice does not allow this 
transition, it’s crucial to know that you may have 
to move in the future. 

!�����������()���!�������
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Pick up your copy of the Addition to the 50th Anniversary Booklet. They are available in the Narthex and 
on the Welcome Table in the FLC. Any questions, contact Joyce Knittel jknittel@bellsouth.net or call 882-
6562 
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Spring forward with Saints Alive in 
March! 

· March 3 - 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM - Frisk Museum 
in Nashville, lunch at the Spaghetti Factory 
(Ruth) 

· March 17 - 8:30 AM - 3:00 AM - Albertville 
Winery Tour, lunch TBD (Shirley) 

Grace Scrapbook Society has begun meeting again.  
We will meet on Friday, Feb. 26 at the home of 
Carrie Bloom, 256-337-5805.  In March, we will 
meet on the 26th at the home of Heather Boirun, 
256-503-5186.  And on April 26th, we will meet at 
the home of Karen Tomkovich, 256-652-7452.  All 
are invited and welcome to attend. 
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Registration forms and more information are in the Winter 2009 issue of the Reporter or contact Karen 

Crout at 652-1482. 

Lodging reservations and convention registration must be made by March 15th. See registration forms for 
more detail. 

Since this year’s convention is sponsored by Mountain Lakes District, of which LOG is a member, our 
ladies have several responsibilities during the convention. All ladies and teen girls of Grace are encouraged 

to attend and show their support. 
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The serious season of Lent is here, but it’s full of as 
much anticipation as Advent is.  Great anticipation 
as we wait for Spring to come at last – 
and await the blessings of Easter: joy 
and renewal that the Resurrection 
brings!    This anticipation is also seen 
and felt in school at this time of 
year.   This the best time of the school 
year for teachers and students – we’re 
all reaping the rewards of our earlier 
work during the year.  We’ve come to a 
time and place in the year when students are in the 
routine,  hitting the mark according to their grade 
level, and all are settling into a comfortable 
productive routine.    (Of course that all changes 
come May!!!) 

Our “Anticipation” includes looking ahead to the 
2010-2011 school year.  Enrollment is now open, 
and Open House tours are held each 
Tuesday.  We’ve raised tuition only slightly, and are 
adding a full-day Kindergarten to our 
program.   We’re  anticipating new technology for 
our classrooms, and an awning over our sidewalks, 
and we're even going to begin to consider how we 
can complete the unused, excellent space above our 
school building.  Oh yes, and the wonderful 

anticipation of the arrival of our new 
principal!    It's a season in which we can really see 
the blessings that God is showering on us!   

LUTHERAN SCHOOLS WEEK is March 7 -
12.  Our worship service “Lives of Service” on 
March 7 will be a celebration service with stirring 
hymns, a processional, and warm thanksgiving and 
praise.  Please join us as we lead you in prayer and 
praise, thanking Him for all the blessings we’ve 
received in our lives and those we anticipate.    

During the week, other LSW plans include a service 
project from each class. (“Be the School!”) We’re 
planning a giant photo spelling out ‘GLS’.  We’re 
having an assembly featuring parents and 
congregational members sharing their occupations 
or hobbies.  (Using the gifts that God has given 
us.)  We’re serving Lenten dinner during that 
week.  An all-school luncheon followed by the GLS 
Olympics will be Friday.  And then, to really 
celebrate, Spring Break begins on the 13th! 

.Mark your calendars for our GLS PTL AUCTION, 
Saturday March 6.   Come enjoy an evening of 
fellowship, good food,  and fun, and bid on some of 
our many great items. 

-Dr. B 
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surgery. It was blessed and her recovery is going 
well. We continue to pray her speech will be much 
improved and stay that way.  Natasha and John 
especially wanted my to thank you.  

Love, Nancy Rice 

Thank you for your prayers for 
my niece, Natasha McCabe who 
recently underwent surgery on 
her vocal chords for spasmodic 

dysphonic. My brother, John (her dad) flew out to 
Utah to be with her and the whole family rallied 
for the complicated six hour reconstruction 
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As we enter the Lenten season, we are thankful for God’s unending grace 
through Christ’s death and resurrection.  Thank God with us. 
 
We have passed the 100th day of the school year.  Students and teachers in PK-Grade 3 celebrated the day in 
many ways.  One of those activities was collecting 216 non-perishable food items for St. Mark’s Lutheran 
Church’s food bank.  We hope that you saw our pictures in The Huntsville Times showing the 100 that we 
spelled out with our students. 
 
The 5th & 6th grade basketball teams have finished their season.  We are so proud of each of the players and 
their cheerleaders.  The boys team finished 4th in the local tournament, and Austin Clark was named to the 
All-Tournament Team.  The 7th & 8th grade teams are in their local tournaments as Grace Notes goes to 
press.  Both of these teams will travel to New Orleans this coming week for the annual Lutheran Basketball 
Tournament. 
 
The faculty recently met with Mr. Josh Swartz (our principal beginning next school year) and his wife, 
Dawn, to discuss the future of teaching in our classrooms using interactive boards.  We have decided to 
move toward equipping the classrooms with SmartBoard technology. 
 
Several of our classes have been on trips this past month.  The 4th and 5th graders enjoyed a visit to the 
public library.  Third graders enjoyed an outdoor education trip to Wheeler Wildlife Refuge and Cook’s 
Museum.  Thank you Mrs. Kershner for leading that trip. 
 
In the next few months be sure to watch for Panoply billboards around Huntsville.  Brandie Artalona in our 
4th grade was chosen to have her billboard design made into a billboard which will also advertize our school.  
Congratulations, Brandie. 
 
The Huntsville Museum of Art displays student art work during the month of March for Youth Art Month .  
Camille Spotswood (Grade 5), Lexi Presley (Grade 3), and yet to be determined middle school student will 
have a piece of art work displayed at the museum. 
 
Plans are well underway for our annual Summer Camp.  Miss Pam Helton will once again direct the camp.  
This year her co-director will be Sarah Vigil, a school mom.  Registration for the camp is underway. 
 
Thirty-five of our students in grades 1-5 have been enjoying Club Invention.  Donna Behnken and 
Katherine Devine are leading the students through this club. 
 
Did you know that we have a group of mothers, Moms in Touch, who meet each Tuesday to pray for the 
students, teacher, staff, and families of our school? 
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Please think about continuing to help our school in the 
following ways: 

1. Buy scrip cards on a regular basis.  We have 
had a profit of about $3,600 so far this year.  
Don’t forget that Kroger Scrip cards are 
available.  Scrip cards may be used throughout 
the United States.  Ask friends and relatives in 
other cities to buy cards through you. 

2. Get a Publix shopping card from the school 
office and use it when you shop.  Publix sends 
us regular checks from the shopping. 

3. Think about getting a Target Visa card.  It can 
be used anywhere that accepts Visa.  The 
school gets money from Target when the cards 
are used. 

4. Save General Mills Box Tops for Education 
and Campbell’s product labels. 

5. Thanks to Troy Bowden, we now have another 
way to raise money for GLS.  If you buy Coke 
products, please check the bottles or packages 
for the a school code. Then do one of two 
things: Google "My Coke Rewards" and enter 
the school code to donate a percentage of your 
purchase to GLS (registered with Coke)  OR 
bring the bottles, packages, or NUMBER to 
the school office, and Troy will input your 
numbers and credit GLS for your purchase.  
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 Good news for our faculty’s staff development fund.  The price that we receive for 
newspaper went up.  Magazines are bringing us money.  Now the price for cardboard has 
also increased.  This is fantastic.  Please continue to support our paper drive with your 
newspapers, magazines, and cardboard.  The magazines may not go into the large 

containers but must be put in the large green container.  If you bring cardboard, please put 
it on the back shelf in the church/school trailer parked by the garage.  The trailer is not locked.  
DO NOT PUT CARDBOARD IN THE BIG CONTAINERS.  Thanks! 
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In the past few months, 
many of our own GLC 
members have lost their 
jobs. Our Family Assistance 
Fund is set aside to help 
those who are in financial 
need. In the past our 
assistance has been focused 
mainly on those people 
outside our GLC  Family. However, we also 
need to extend that help to our own members. 

Up until 2009, the LOG sponsored a spaghetti  
dinner to raise monies for that fund; however, in 
2009, the LOG membership requested that we 
just emphasize February as the month for giving 
to that fund. If you are able to contribute to the 
Family Assistance Fund, please put your 
donation in a "Designated Gift” offering 
envelope. 

The money in the fund is managed the Church 
office and all needs are handled in a confidential 
manner. If you are in need or know someone in 
need, please contact the church office. You can 
call (256) 881-0552 or email them at 
glc1@hiwaay.net.  
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Submitted by Dr. Ellinor White, Chairperson, Stewardship Board 

As we look forward to seeing signs of spring, 
Easter and the end of winter, we’ll begin to see 
rebirth, renewal and new life. It’s so refreshing and 
exciting to see this in the cycle of nature that God 
has created. This renewal is happening in our 
church planning process as well, as we prepare for 
the election or our Congregational Officers, Board 
Chairpersons and Board Members. Our 
Nominating Committee has been formed to 
identify members who are willing. 

That makes this spring a great time to consider 
your involvement in our congregation’s ministries. 
There are many opportunities for service such as 
teaching Sunday School, joining the choir, serving 
as an usher or a greeter, helping with the care of 
facilities and grounds, serving on a board and a 
whole array of activities. Our Nominating 
Committee has been formed and will be actively 
seeking and identifying people who are willing to 
serve in an area of need. 

God has entrusted all of his stewards with special 
gifts, talents and abilities. He also provides them 
with opportunities to use these gifts, talents and 
abilities within the home, the workplace, the 
church and the community. No deed, regardless of 
what one may think, is insignificant. Each one is 
important in its own way. That’s part of why God 
has gifted each of us differently, so that we can 
complement each other as members of the body of 
Christ to get ministry done. 

St. Paul, in writing to the Romans (12:1-8), 
encouraged them, in view of God’s mercy, to offer 
their bodies as living sacrifices. He went on to 
explain that they should not all seek to do the most 
visible and praiseworthy things, but rather consider 
who they are, how they have been gifted, and what 
they can do very well - and then do it! 

Consider these words: “We have different gifts, 
according to the grace given us. If a man’s gift is 
prophesying, let him use it in proportion to his 
faith. If it is serving, let him serve; if it is teaching, 
let him teach; if it is encouraging , let him 
encourage; if it is contributing to the needs of 
others, let him give generously; if it is leadership, 
let him govern diligently; if it is showing mercy, 
let him do it cheerfully.” (Romans 12:1-8) 

This is by no means a complete listing of all the 
things God’s people can do, but it is a large 
enough list to let us know that we can all 
contribute something of value as God’s stewards. 
The key is to make ourselves available to do what 
we can do and love to do to build up the body of 
Christ. Please prayerfully consider how you can 
best give a portion of your time to serve in some 
capacity for the next two years. 

In response to what Christ has done for us, we 
want to serve Him by serving each other to build 
up the body of Christ. God has blessed each of us 
so that we, in turn, can be a blessing to others.  
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If you’re looking for a new church home, would 
like to discover the distinctive philosophy that 
makes Grace Lutheran Church an exciting and alive 
community of believers, or just want to “refresh” 
your knowledge about the Christian faith, then mark 
your calendars for Sunday, at 9:35 AM, as our 

newly revised “EXPLORING GRACE CLASS” 
meets. This is an 8-week course that concludes with 
a special two and half hour Saturday morning 
worship! Please contact the church office or Pastor 
Blair for more information.  

8:00 AM    10:45 PM 
Elders 
William Zecher    Dick Stewart 
 
Ushers 
Jack Hengel    John Rist 
Chris Roberts    Cameron Mueller 
Sabina Wank 
 
Greeters 
Mar 7 Karen Crout, Jona Hardin  Bob & Christy Drensek 
Mar 14 Al & Nit Fetterer   Kris & Sarah Wyzynski 
Mar 21 Deborah Melton & Girls  John & Vanessa Holland 
Mar 28 Jack & Wanda Hengel  Rod & Sue Schumann 
 
Sound & Video Operators 
Mar 7 Tommy Presley   Anthony Howard, video - Jim Hartmann 
Mar 14 Harvey Lange   John Mays, video - Kathryn Bradshaw 
Mar 21 Bill McFerrin   Ken Ols, video - Bob Drensek 
Mar 28 David Zecher   Bob McCutcheon, video - Paul Drensek 
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"Shoes That Fit" has been chosen as the recipient of 
the Lutheran Women in Mission "Gifts from the 
Heart" in-gathering at their 2010 Gulf States 
District Convention, to be held in Guntersville in 
April. New shoes received at the in-gathering will 
be given to schoolchildren at local elementary 
schools. The chapter of STF at Grace Lutheran 
Church in Huntsville, Alabama, sponsored by 
Thrivent Financial, was the first chapter in the state 
of Alabama, and since it's inception in 2004 has 
helped hundreds of children at local elementary 
schools receive much needed shoes and other items 
of clothing. 

 Shoes That Fit  provides new shoes and clothing to 
children in need so that they can attend school in 

comfort and with dignity. We 
do this by matching a 
sponsoring group (in our case, 
Grace Lutheran and Thrivent 
F i n a n c i a l )  w i t h 
schools (currently Lincoln and 
Ridgecrest Elementary Schools) near them that have 
children in need. The school determines what 
children are in need and measures students with 
materials STF provides. The sponsor/s provide funds 
and  purchase the exact items those children require, 
and delivers the items to the school. Every penny 
spent goes directly to the child! 

 Thank you to Grace Lutheran Church and Thrivent 
for your continued support of Shoes That Fit! 

Vacation Bible School 2010 - Be prepared to take off and land at Planet 
Zoom! VBS will be a 5 day morning program this year with Nancy Rice 
as Director. If you are willing to help and volunteer, please contact her at 
880-9374 or e-mail her at -  nkrice@bellsouth.net.  


