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Grace Notes  

From the Pastor’s Desk 
Dear Friends in Christ: 

July marks what many people consider to be the 
halfway point of the summer with 
the celebration of our nation’s 
birthday on the Fourth, family 
vacations, and the “Dog-Days” of 
summer.  One could easily be 
lulled into a sense that little is 
happening in the life of the church 
either locally or nationally, but 
that’s certainly not the case with 
Grace Lutheran Church and 
School this month. 

First of all, we have the opportunity to welcome our 
newly Called Principal, Josh Swartz and his wife 
Dawn and their children Kiera and Kaitlynn, as they 
join with us in ministry as staff beginning the week 
of July 1!  In working with Josh through the 
interview process and in subsequent conversations 
since his acceptance of our Call, I look forward to 
His passion and love for His Savior, his sense of 
Servant leadership in working with school faculty 
and staff, his love for children and Christian 
education, and his passion for outreach in helping 
Grace Lutheran Church and School impact our 
community for Christ.  Please take the time to 
introduce yourself to Josh and his family and join us 
for the special welcoming on Sunday, July 11! 

On the national scene the Lutheran Church 
Missouri Synod will be meeting for the 64th 
Regular Convention from July 10-17 in Houston, 

Texas, under the theme, “One 
People – Forgiven!” Held every 
three years, the Synodical 
Convention brings together 
Pastoral, Lay, and Advisory 
Delegates representing 
congregations, circuits, 
Lutheran Schools, and more 
from across the world who seek 
to formulate our Synod’s 
mission and ministry for the 

next three years. Delegates will be considering a 
number of important issues including the election 
of President and officers, the Blue-Ribbon Report 
on Structure and Governance, Missions, the use of 
the name “Lutheran,” evaluation of the 
Transforming Congregations Network (TCN), 
reaffirmation of basic doctrines and beliefs, our 
relationships with the ELCA, use of Lay Deacons, 
funding of the Seminaries, our participation in the 
Lutheran Malaria Initiative with the ELCA and 
World Relief to curb this disease.  Please keep 
these issues impacting our Synod in your prayers 
that we might boldly testify to the world the grace 
of Jesus Christ in reaching the lost. 

July 2010 
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"First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for all 
people..."  (1 Timothy 2:1) 

The "Task Force" needs your prayers, as we study and discuss our church organization, strengths, areas 
needing to grow, what we are about as a church, and what it is that God would have us do.  If you have input 
you'd like to give the members of the "Task Force", please contact one of the following people:  Mark 
Nelson (Chrmn.), Tommy Presley (Co-Chrmn.), Jeff Hollings, Ruth Jurenko, Kleone Nelson, Brian Steeve, 
and Judy Zecher.   

Prayer Needed for the Task Force 
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Thanks so much for supporting Grace 
Lutheran School through our SCRIP 
program.  Jenny Cantrell, our school 
Scrip coordinator, has agreed to have 
two Scrip card sales during the summer  
- Monday, June 28, and Monday, July 

26.  You may turn in your forms and 
payment at any time and we'll place them 
with the next order that goes in. You may 
also place your order in the school office 
during morning office hours or on Sunday 
morning.  

Finally, our high school Youth 
will be attending the National 
Youth Gathering in New Orleans 
on July 17-21, and meeting 
under the theme, “We Believe!”   
This event held 
once every three 
years provides our 
young people an 
opportunity to learn 
more about God in Christ, 
Servant Events, and their 
Lutheran identity.  This is the 
single largest LCMS event 

impacting anywhere between 
15,000 – 25,000 youth from 
across the world.  Please pray 
that our young people will be 
strengthened in their faith and 

granted safe travel along the 
way. 

As we seek to become more 
and more outreach focused as 

a congregation, I believe it is 
important that at times we step 
back and take a global look at 
the church and the outreach 
efforts others are doing around 

the world for reaching the lost for 
Christ.  That’s important, because 
we’re dealing with Kingdom 
issues, and Grace Lutheran 
Church and School plays an 
important role in that process as 
we partner together with others in 
making a difference in reaching 
the lost. 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Pastor Blair Clark 
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During our summer break, the GIFT Dream Team is busily planning some awesome events for next year.  
We’ll be using Faith Inkubators newest theme set “Songs of Israel” where the Psalms are intertwined with 
the parables of Jesus. Orientation will be on August 18th, so mark your calendars! In the meantime, keep 
sharing highs and lows, bible verses, and blessings with your family every night at home.  Also, check out 
the Faith Inkubators website for some fun games to play: www.faithink.com and use the fink links found in 
your home journal (e.g. PL01). We’ll see you in August! 
  

GIFT: Families with children 5th grade and younger come together on 
Wednesday evenings during the school year to hear Bible Stories, learn 
key Scriptures using songs and sign language, and create art to share.  
It’s a wonderful, fun way to spend time with your family, learn, and 
have fun all at the same time! Your children will love it and you will 
too! So, come join us on Wednesdays 6—7:30 PM! For more 
information contact Heather Roberts (roberts2006@bellsouth.net) or 
John Mays (jbmays96@yahoo.com). 

 The GIFT Center is located in the Annex across from the Assembly 
Room and the School Library.  
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Kids Praise Team: GIFT children learn to sing and play instruments. We do praise songs, Bible songs, and 
other fun music. The kids perform periodically for the congregation. It really is A LOT of fun! Practice is 
Wednesday evenings during GIFT, which starts at 6PM. For more information please contact John or Emily 
Willis (430-9537 or mail2ew@gmail.com) 

Generations In Faith Together (GIFT) 
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We have some great classes going on Sunday morning, and we'd love to have you join us for fellowship, 
sharing, and learning time if you aren't already involved.  You are welcome to come into any of the classes, 
even if they have been meeting for a while.  Come and get a taste of what is offered.  The following classes 
are currently meeting: 

· Exploring Grace - shares the basics of our Christian faith as Lutherans.  (Meets in the School Library) 

· Martin Luther , led by Bob Wank, studies the history, beliefs and contributions of Luther. (Meets in 
the 7th grade classroom) 

· Matthew's Gospel, led by Pastor Blair, shares Jesus' call to Discipleship for all of us.  (Meets in the 
large assembly room of the Annex) 

· We Three Kings, led by Ellen Brusick, a study of 1 and 2 Samuel and what we learn from Kings, Saul, 
David, and Solomon.  (Meets in the 6th grade classroom) 

· James, led by Dick Bradshaw, explores the book of James' as it addresses practical issues and our faith 
walk.  (Meets in the 8th grade classroom) 

· High School class meets in the Youth Room and explores what the Bible says about how we are to live 
as responsible Christians in today's world.  Bring your Bibles. 

· College and Career, led by Joy Brindley and Heather Roberts, is studying "20 Basic Beliefs Every 
Christian Should Know".  (Meets at Panera Bread on the corner of Airport Road and Whitesburg.)  
Bring your Bibles 

· Bethel Classes will begin again in September.  If you are interested in an overview study of the Old and 
New Testaments that ties together the themes, events, time lines, and people of the Bible, please contact 
Judy Zecher (722-3612) or Millie Sallo (880-1128). 

 
"Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path."  (Psalm 119:105)  

�� �����!�����"#$%�������&�
'�(�
If you’re looking for a new church home, would 
like to discover the distinctive philosophy that 
makes Grace Lutheran Church an exciting and alive 
community of believers, or just want to “refresh” 
your knowledge about the Christian faith, then mark 
your calendars for Sunday, at 9:35 AM, as our 

newly revised “EXPLORING GRACE CLASS” 
meets. This is an 8-week course that concludes with 
a special two and half hour Saturday morning 
worship! Please contact the church office or Pastor 
Blair for more information.  
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Summer time, summer time! 
 

· July 7 - 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM - Planning Meeting at GLC,  
Lunch TBD 

· July 19 - 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM - Concert in the Park, Huntsville, 
BYO Dinner 
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English Classes 

The Hispanic students (and their 
families) provided a traditional 
meal of grilled meat, refried 
beans, homemade taco shells, 
salad and homemade desserts for 
the English teachers from Grace 
on June 17th, the last class of the 
session.  They gave us thank you 
notes (for Making a Difference 
in their lives) stating: "Thanks 
for all your patience, time and 
dedication, for your great care; 
thousand of thanks.  God blesses 
you all, by all the affections that 
you give to  us".   We presented 

each of them with a completion 
certificate and they were thrilled 
with the recognition.   

English classes start again 
September 14 and go until 
November 18, 2010.   

Vacation Bible School (VBS) 

Iglesia de la Comunidad's VBS 
is June 21-25 from 6:00 PM to 
8:00 PM.  Thanks to Smoked 
Offerings for a monetary 
donation for crafts and snacks, 
and to others from Grace who 
will assist with snacks, crafts and 
games.  They appreciate our 
assistance in Making a 
Difference in the lives of their 
children. 

Cooking with American 
Friends 

Many of the residents in the 
local Hispanic community would 
like to learn how to 'cook 
American' or 'use American 
herbs and spices'.  So, there will 
be a cooking class in July on 
How to Make American 
Vegetable Salads.  There may be 
more class in the future, we will 
see how it goes.  These classes 
are another way for them to learn 
more English and help them 
acculturate! 

 

 

God has given each of you some special abilities;  be sure to use them to help each 
other,  passing on to others God's many kinds of blessings.  1 Peter 4:10 



Super Saturday Night! 
For Middle School & Senior Youth, 

(only those presently coming out of Grades 6-12+) 
Sat, July 24; 7:00-9:30 p.m. 

In the Family Life Center Gym & Youth Center !!! 
*FREETIME IN THE YOUTH CENTER! 

*Open gym, basketball, games,  
friendship, food, fun! 

*Christian Growth & Prayer 
*Video games, foosball, pool, Rock Band, Wii! 

*Everyone in Grades 6-12+ is invited  
to come and bring friends! 

*Please bring brownies, cookies,  
or a snack to share. 

         
     

National Lutheran  
Youth Gathering 

Theme:  WE BELIEVE 
  July 16-22, 2010, in New Orleans 

Please pray for our youth that they would have a 
safe and spiritually enriching trip! 

 
 The Senior Youth  
14th Annual 
 “Welcome Retreat-Canoe Trip” 
Fri.-Sun., Sept. 3-5, 2010 
on the Buffalo River, 
Waynesboro, Tenn.    
 
This entire weekend has been planned to welcome 
our new 9th Graders into Grace’s Senior High 
Youth!  This trip is a blast; you won’t want to miss 
it!  We will meet to leave at 5:00 p.m. on Friday, 
stop to eat supper, travel to Waynesboro.  This 
event will feature:  tent camping, campfires, Bible 
study, good food, canoeing and swimming in the 
river, and an outdoor Church service.  WE ARE IN 
NEED OF PARENTS TO ATTEND AND HELP; 
SEE KEVIN BRANDON!  To register, forms will 
be available Aug. 1 on Kevin’s Office door.  Sign 
them and return them with $55 fee BY SUNDAY, 
AUG. 22! 
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Our Church offers one of the best ministries 
possible to young people:  "Faith Mentoring!"  
Many studies reveal and the Bible itself agrees that 
young people learn about God best when their 
parents become directly involved in the faith life of 
their children.  Our ministry utilizes small groups, 
Youth Counselors, and parents attending with their 
youth to  learn, play, and serve together.  It is 
called: 

“Faith Journey” 
for Middle School and Senior High Youth 

Wednesday Nights, begins August 25, 2010 
6:00-7:30 p.m., in the Annex 

(Wed. Night Supper, 5:15-5:45 p.m.) 
 

IMPORTANT KICK-OFF EVENT!  
Faith Journey – Orientation Meeting for 

Parents of Youth, Grades 6-12 
Wednesday, August 18, 2010 

7:00 p.m., in the Annex 
 
Each Wednesday night, Faith Journey kicks off 
with:  a guest-speaker with a faith story, a drama by 
some of our high school youth, a basics-of-the-faith 
Bible lesson using hands-on visuals, and small-
group time for parents and youth to share some 
"faith talk" on what it means, and a special “Youth 
Night” for our 8th-12th Grade Youth!  Faith Journey 
is open to any family, (with a 6-12th Grader,) who 
wants to grow in their faith in God and have an 
awful lot of fun in the process! 
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Dear GLS School Board, Faculty, GLC 
staff, and Congregational members: 

Thank you for the wonderful retirement 
“send-off”  on May 21st.    I was very 
flattered to receive such a unique honor. Thank you 
for your wonderful generosity.  Thank you for the  
beautiful “Grace” plaque and the praying hands 
bronze work,  and my very own Ed Starnes 
painting!    I loved the reception and the beautiful 
cake. Thank you for planning, organizing, or 
attending, the whole wonderful celebration with 
friends and good fun! 

And thank you also, School Board members, for 
your wonderful support through these past  three 

years.  It was a pleasure working beside 
you and Dr. Baumann, an incredible 
leader  and tireless worker who, with so 
many of you, have done so much to 

make GLS the fine school it is today.  GLS is 
poised to welcome a new leader whom our God has 
graciously led to us through the efforts of Dr. 
Baumann, the Board and the Elders. 

And so I thank God for you all – and for the 
blessings that He has bestowed upon our school and 
its children and all its supporters.  GLS is very 
blessed to have a faithful, caring, and wise workers 
who guide and provide for GLS so it can truly be a 
place where lives are built in Christ. 

Announcing a “POUNDING” 

(the old-fashioned name for the gifting of a pound of food to newcomers,  

now commonly known as a PANTRY SHOWER) 

for   - 

Grace Lutheran School’s new principal and his family 

Sunday, July 11, 2010, during fellowship time following first service. 

 

Bring your gift of food or gift cards to the FLC Café 

and meet Josh Swartz and his family. 

or   - 

If you are unable to attend take your gifts to the church office.  
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Baby step your way to financial independence 
 
Imagine eating an apple in one bite… 
 
That’s what saving for your long-term financial goals can feel like if you don’t first break them into small, 
manageable steps. 
 
Whether your goals include buying a new home, starting a college education fund for your children or 
saving for retirement, the best way to achieve them is to start saving early—and often. Doing so puts time 
on your side. The longer your money has to grow, the more you can enjoy the benefits of compounding. 
Even if you set aside as little as $20 a month, your savings can add up over time. Here is a hypothetical 
example for Illustrative purposes, which assumes an 8.5% annual return: 
 
Invest      In 20 years, you’ll have 
$20 a month    $15,173.50 
$50 a month     $30,346.00 
$100 a month      $60,692.00 
 
You can also take other steps today that will pay off over the long term:   

· Establish an emergency savings account by setting aside one to three months’ worth of living expenses. 

· Pay off your credit card debt. 

· Set up a college savings plan. 

· Open an IRA. 

·  
Completing these steps will help build your confidence and put you well on your way to achieving your 
long-term financial goals.  
 
For help reaching your financial goals, contact your local Thrivent representatives at either (256) 883-5509 
or 1-(800) 554-5495 today, or visit thrivent.com. 
 
Walk to Defeat ALS 

It’s time to start getting your Walk Teams together! The annual Walk to Defeat ALS will be held at Joe 
Davis Stadium on Saturday, August 28. Last year, Lutherans fielded the largest teams, Ascension being the 
largest at 52.   

Register your church team is registered on-line at webal.alsa.org.  Smoked Offerings, an all Thrivent team, 
will be providing the BBQ lunch again.  Over $100,000 was raised last year, with most of the funds going to 
patient services here in Alabama. 
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Katherine Devine 

2010 Princeton Blvd 

Huntsville, Al 35801 

256-783-7005 

katherine.devine@gls-hsv.org 

Karla Strauss 

356 College Park Court 

Huntsville, AL 35805 

256-489-4184 

 

Barbara White 

10209 Todd Mill Road 

Huntsville, AL 35803 

256-883-8462 
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Camp Invention was a big success.  We had 45 
campers for the week.  Thanks goes out to 
Katherine Devine, Nikki Ellis, and Heather 
Roberts who taught the classes and to Heather 
Brandon, Rebecca Schrenk, and Bonnie Williams 
who as counselors “corralled” the campers 
throughout the week.  Everyone had a great time. 
 
A special thank you goes to those of you who 
provided recycle materials or old appliances for 
the camp.  A major thanks goes to a generous 
Grace member who paid to provide the third 
counselor needed to help our campers. 
 

   Donna Behnken 

The school is officially on summer break.  God 
blesses the students and faculty with two months 
of rest and rejuvenation.   
 
In last month’s Grace Notes, the 8th graders were 
congratulated on their graduation.  There was 
another graduation also.  The students in the 
Kindergarten also had a graduation.  
Congratulations to those students who will be 

moving on to First Grade. 
 
 
A special thank you goes out to all who helped the 
school in any way during the 2009-10 school year.  
Without your help we would not be able to provide 
the great Christian education that we offer. 

Parents, be sure to watch for the July mailing which will be coming to your home the week of July 5.  In the 
mailing will be almost anything you want to know about the 2010-11 school year.  There will also be forms 
that will need to be completed and returned when you come to Clerical Day, July 23, 8:30 AM - 1:30 PM.  
You will be asked to pay various fees and the August tuition at that time. You may also buy the P.E. uni-
forms, locks and other items that are needed. See you then! 
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Grace Lutheran School is out but our sports teams 
are still working hard this summer!  Our 
volleyball teams participated in an individual 
skills and a team camp at Grissom High School 
the week of June 7, and free volleyball clinics 
will be offered in the FLC gym the weeks of June 
14 and 21.  Contact Nancy Steeve for more 
i n fo r ma t i o n  o n  the 
clinics.  Karen Zecher is 
gearing up the 7&8 girls' 
basketball team with team 
runs with the Huntsville 
Track Club and open gym 
times to be set for July and 
when school starts in 
August.  
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The Home for the Deborah Cowan Family was dedicated on Saturday, June 19, 
with Pastors Peterson, Clark and Ansorge officiating. Thanks to all Thrivent 

members, Lutherans and others who worked to make the dream come true for Deborah and her family.  

Thrivent Builds will build 118 homes this year across the nation in partnership with Habitat for Humanity 
and local Lutheran congregations.  
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Grace  Lutheran's 2010 Vacation Bible School has been extremely blessed.  Our program, 
"Planet Zoom", produced by Concordia Publishing House, was kicked off on Monday, June 21 
at 9 AM with our "Zoomtacular Opening".  Ellen Brusick, decked out in bee costume, led the 
openings and closings which also featured music video with words and actions, Bible readings, prayers and 
skits with live actors portraying Barb, the hive manager (Nancy Rice), Bubba, the worker bee (Andrew Ols), 
Nanny McBee, the nursery care giver (Peggy Stuckey), Sarge, the hive protector (Kevin Brandon) and 
Bianca, the queen bee (Donna Behnken). 
 

The openings and closings took place in the Sanctuary which was transformed into "Planet Zoom  with a set 
that would "do Disney proud", constructed by Lynda Ladd with the help of Louise Walker, Annette  
Rullman, Jessie Rullman and friends.  Following the opening, the children rotated in groups of about six, 
escorted by our "Bee Leaders to Zip Zap Zoom Bible Story,  Honey Comb Crafts, Sweet Bee-Stro  Snacks,  
Biz-z-zy Body Games,  Super Bee-liver Challenge and ending with everyone together again for the 
Zoomtacular Closing. 
 

Each day we had a “Take Home Point”, Bible Stories and a verse: 

· Day 1 - Jesus, our Savior, came to see and save the lost. (Luke 2:41-52, John 6:29) 

· Day 2 -  Jesus, our Savior does big things. (John 6:1-15, John 6:35) 

· Day 3 -  Jesus, our Savior says, “Believe!” (Mark 5:36)  

· Day 4 -  Jesus, our Savior tells us to go and tell (John 3:14-15) 

· Day 5 -  Jesus, our Savior, works through His people. (Acts 12:1-19, 1John 3:23) 
 

The skit bees and leaders related the way bees work together in the hive with their individual jobs and 
talents to the way we bee-lievers work together as a church to Zip together , Zap God's Word in study and 
Zoom out to spread the Gospel! 
 

I found the experience of directing this VBS to be like the theme- an adventure of seeing the work of God 
unfold with the varied talents and gifts of my beloved co-workers.  We are all members of one body with 
individual parts but one in Christ.  Our goal of instilling this message into the children in entertaining and 
engaging ways was blessed and successful.  Of course we were blessed in the process.  A big THANKS to 
all the supporters. I know we were also prayed for a lot! 
 

Volunteers: Sina Andrews, Donna Behnken, Kevin Brandon, Ellen Brusick, Marion Camealy, Karen Crout, 
Kay Davis, Chris Fairchild, Joe Fairchild, Kelly Godwin, Pam Harmon, Lynn Harmon, Billie June Henley, 

Trisha Hollings, Marilyn Johnson, Andrea King, Barbara King, Lynda Ladd, Joyce Larder, Joyce 
McClure, Lila Nelson, Andrew Ols, Nancy Rice, Steve Rice, Heather Roberts, Annette Rullman, 
Jesse Rullman, Peggy Stuckey, Rosemary Sweet, Celia Thorsen, Abby Tomkovich, Ashleigh 
Tomkovich, Karen Tomkovich, Kris Wyszynski, Sarah Wyszynski, Shelby Mays. 
 

In the love of Christ,  
Nancy Rice 
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8:00 AM    10:45 PM 
  
 

Ushers 
Larry Woellhart    John Rist 
Jon Stieglitz    Cameron Muelling 
Pam Stieglitz 
 

Greeters 
July 4 Ron & Pat Passmore  Brian & Nancy Steeve 
July 11 Bill & Julie McFerrin  Matt & Billie Hurst 
July 18 Richard & Billie June Henley Wes & Essie McElveen 
July 25 Glen & Kay Davis  Bob & Christy Drensek  
 

Acolytes 
July 4 Eric Naatz, Shannon Thoms Helen & Laura Steeve, Brian Rodriguez 
July 11 Zachary Burhans, Juliana Speck Hayden & John Bloom, Kelly Ryan 
July 18 Jeremiah Burhans, Megan Zecher Josh, Emma & Sarah Miller 
July 25 Kristen & Shannon Thoms  Ben Gillard, Chris Drensek, Zach Denis 
 

Sound & Video Operators 
July 4 Tommy Presley   Anthony Howard; video - Jim Hartmann 
July 11 Harvey Lange   John Mays; video - Kathryn Bradshaw 
July 18 Bill McFerrin   Ken Ols; video - Bob Drensek 
July 25 David Zecher   Bob McCutcheon; video - Paul Drensek 
 

Altar Guild 
July 4 Louise   Marilyn Renfro 
July 11 Louise 
July 18 Kim & Susan 
July 25 Kim & Susan 
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Please continue to support the faculty’s paper drive.  
Prices for paper are quite good right now so the 
more paper we get the better.  Thanks to all who 
regularly share their newspapers, magazines, and 
cardboard with us.  Please make sure that you put 
the cardboard on the back shelf of the trailer and 
your magazines in the green 
container.  No cardboard 
should be placed in any of the 
big containers. 

Grace Lutheran’s Summer Camp is well-
underway.  There are 74 children enrolled at 
various times throughout the summer.  Most weeks 
there are about 45 children at camp.  So far the 
campers have enjoyed swimming at the YMCA, a 
trip to Birmingham to the McWane Center, roller 
skating, movies at Hollywood 18, meals at Ding 
How and CiCi’s Pizza, Southern Adventures, and 
Jump Zone as well as activities around the school.  
Thanks to Pam Helton and Sarah Vigil for 
directing this year’s camp. 
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