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Grace Notes  

From the Desk of Pastor Blair 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ: 
 
Let me be one of the first to wish you and your 
family a “Happy and Blessed New Year!”  Looking 
back across the calendar it seems just like yesterday 
that we were celebrating the turn of the century, 
worried about Y-2K, and wondering what life 
would be like for our future together.  Now, some 
ten years later many of those questions and 
concerns have been answered in a variety of ways 
as we’re faced with a world greatly 
different than the one we knew back then 
that continues to plague us with questions 
as to what the future holds for us as we 
begin 2010!  If there’s one thing that we 
do know about the New Year, it’s the fact 
that “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, 
today, and tomorrow and that He’ll be 
with us until the end of the age!” 

I’ve never been a great fan of resolutions, 
but I do believe that the start of a New 
Year provides us with the opportunity to 
stop and reflect on where we’ve been and 
where God would have us to be in our faith 
relationship with Him as our Lord and Savior. It 
brings to mind such questions as to whether or not 
we’ve grown in our spiritual life from where we 
were last year, in what ways have we demonstrated 
our growth in spiritual maturity, and in what areas 

would God have us to grow in our life of Christian 
Discipleship in 2010?  

If we find ourselves in the same place or even 
behind that point in our Christian Discipleship 
where we were last year, then it’s a good 
indication that we’ve missed something along the 
way.  Maybe we’ve failed to avail ourselves to the 
means of God’s grace in studying or hearing His 

Word in personal and group study, regular 
worship, or communing often.  Maybe we’ve 
failed to recognize or employ our Spiritual Gifts in 
service, not been challenged in our sacrificial 
giving, less persistent in a life of prayer, and 
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“... I do believe that the start of the New Year provides 
us with the opportunity to stop and reflect on where 

we’ve been and where God would have us to be in our 
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unconcerned about reaching the lost for Christ.  
Whatever the case, that’s not God’s will for you – 
He wants you to be continually growing closer to 
Him.  That’s why he sent Jesus to be our Savior – to 
forgive us our sins – and by His Spirit renew our 
desire for such growth in our daily walk with Him.  
As 2 Peter 3:18 states, “But grow in the grace and 
knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!”   

One of the major tenets of my vision for Grace 
Lutheran Church and School that I presented to the 
congregation for approval in October was what I 
termed a commitment to a “Six-Fold Covenant of 
Spiritual Formation.”  Just as athletes enter into a 
season of training and physical formation for 
success in their field, so also we, as Christians, seek 
that sense of spiritual formation and strength needed 
for success in the spiritual battles we’re called to 
face every day as a believer in Jesus Christ.  
Without the spiritual formation of the Holy Spirit 
among us personally and as a congregation, we’re 
vulnerable to the many winds and waves that are 
contradictory to God’s will for us.  But with it, we 
stand strong and united in our faith and 
understanding of God’s will for our mission and 
ministry together in reaching the lost throughout our 
community and the world. 

That’s why I’d like to challenge you as we begin 
2010, to consider God’s plan for your spiritual 
formation as a disciple of Jesus Christ for making 
Grace Lutheran Church and School to be a beacon 
of God’s grace for our community.  Consider where 

God would have you to grow in your spiritual 
formation in the following six areas: 

1. Worship faithfully and pray daily. 
2.  Receive the Lord’s Supper frequently.  
3. Study God’s Word regularly in private and 

group settings. 
4. Serve willingly with your Spiritual Gifts and 

DISC Profile. 
5. Give sacrificially with a cheerful heart. 
6. Witness boldly the love of Jesus to all people. 
 
Throughout 2010 we will be providing numerous 
opportunities for you to partner with us in this plan 
for spiritual formation.  With the adjustments to our 
ministry and the recent Call of Josh Swartz to serve 
as our school Principal, there’s a new sense of 
opportunity for our congregation and school that 
seems to be contagious as we truly seek God’s will 
for His mission and ministry among us.  I look 
forward to joining with you in that formation and 
seeing how much God’s grace and love will be 
multiplied, not only among us, but across the world 
for reaching the lost. 

Your Servant in Christ, 

Pastor Blair Clark 
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If you did not receive your 50th Anniversary Reflections Booklet, please contact Joyce Knittel at 
jknittel@bellsouth.net. Thank  you! 
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We thoroughly enjoyed the 
month of December. The 
children definitely learned that 
Jesus was, is, and always will 
be the best Christmas gift ever! 
The children made their own gifts to give, 
decorated our Christmas tree, and sang Christmas 
carols. We finished the month with a family 
Christmas party and a visit from Santa. 
Our theme for January will be “God Keeps Me 
Safe”. The children will also continue to learn 
about numbers. We will introduce #6, 7, 8, 9. The 
4 year old children will begin to use scissors and 
practice writing their names. 

 

In His Service, Christy, Kathy, Carrie 

Welcome Our New Members to Grace! 

Mike & Jackie Huhlein 
902 Forrest Heights Drive 

Huntsville, AL 35802 
256.881.0621 

 
Daughter away at college: 

Paige Huhlein 
PO Box 6147 

Univ, MS 38677 
 

Kristin & Jordan Haycock 
4095 Lawson’s Ridge Drive Apt 1810 

Madison, AL 35757 
256.325.2206 

 
Lani Van Scoyoc & Kelly Ryan 

2108 Villaret Drive 
Huntsville, AL 35803 

256.880.1312 
 

Robert & Roberta Speck 
101 Shadow Trail SW 
Huntsville, AL 35824 

256.774.2910 
Children: Julianna, Justin 
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Parish Education Department�

Wednesdays are Family GIFT Nights (Generations in Faith Together):  
NOTE: Christmas Break -  
No G.I.F.T. on Wednesdays,  December 23rd & 30th! 
GIFT will resume for another exciting year on January 6, 2010. Wow can 
you believe it’s 2010? Stay tuned for more excitement from our GIFT 
program…and maybe a few surprises from this very ‘gifted’ group of 

families. Did you know that the GIFT children and families do servant events? That’s right, these 
youngsters and their parents get together and do things like make cards for Huntsville Hospital patients, 
make bags of goodies to give to local heroes like Police and Fireman (some of our youngsters even gave 
theirs to their mail carrier).  
Train a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not turn from it. Proverbs 22:6 
 
GIFT Praise Team:  If you haven’t had a chance to drop by yet, you’ll want to get on board soon! John and 
Emily Willis do an amazing job with this program. At the Christmas party we were treated to a sampling of 
what the kids can do. It was very moving to see kids 7 years old telling the story of Jesus’ birth through 
song!  

5:00-5:30  GIFT Praise Team up to 5th graders in GIFT Center 
5:15-5:55  Meal for family $5 or $2 per person – FLC Cafeteria by gym 

6:00-7:30 Generations In Faith Together in the Family GIFT Center 

Sunday Adult Bible Study – The winter classes go from the first week in December through the last week 
in February.  Check out the Parish Ed quarterly brochure in-depth description of classes (narthex or FLC 
Welcome Table) or Parish Ed FLC bulletin board.  
Grace 101: Exploring Grace (Beth & Jim Hartman host in 5th grade class room) 
Grace 201: Study on Martin Luther (Bob Wank in 7th grade class room) 
Grace 301: Crown Financial Ministries (Bob Drensek in 6th grade classroom)  
Grace 401: A Week in the Word - Matthew verse-by-verse (annex assembly room) 
Elective:  A Study on Angels (Craig Carmealy, 6th grade room) 
Elective:  Jewish Traditions (Kathryn Bradshaw, school library) 
High School:  Walk Through the Bible (Matt & Billie Hurst in Youth Room/FLC) 
College and Career:  Books of the Bible (J Brindley/H Roberts @ Panera) 
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Other Parish Ed News and Happenings 

Children’s Sunday School Christmas Program: 
Karen Zecher & Andrea King, along with Judy 
Burhans did a great job with this year’s Christmas 
Program. The children were well prepared and 
adorable singing about Jesus’ birth.  
 
Sunday School Hour for the Children:  Thanks 
to our Sunday School Supts. Shane & Kelly Jenks, 
for their dedication, as well as each of our SS 
teachers. Each of you makes such a difference by 
teaching about Jesus to our children. Our Sunday 
School worship directors teach music to the 
children in the sanctuary the first 15 minutes of 
Sunday School @ 9:30.  

Bethel Bible Studies For those of you who have 
completed the Old Testament Bethel Series, and 
would like to take the New Testament Bethel 
Series, here’s the info:  Tuesdays, 6:00-8:00 PM, 
church library & taught by Judy Zecher and will 
start back on January 5, and Mondays, 1:00-3:00 
PM, taught by Millie Sallo.  Please contact Judy or 
Millie for more information on Bethel in-depth 
Bible studies.    

 

Weekday Bible Studies : 
Mondays, 9:30-11, In the church library led 

by Ruth Jurenko beginning again in 
January with He Speaks To Me by 
Priscilla Shirer  

Thursdays, 9:30 AM, Sina Andrews’ home in 
Madison. 

Tuesdays, 9:00-11 AM, Nancy Rice’s south 
Huntsville home with a new Beth Moore 
study. The next study will begin on 
January 12. Call Nancy to sign up.  

  
Mommy’s Time Out is now five mornings a 
week. Christy Drensek (MTO Director) says we 
have room for several more children six months 
through four years of age.  This is a loving 
environment for your wee ones. There has been 
some very exciting news in December so be sure 
to check out Christy’s update! 
 
Church Library  Thanks to Wanda Hengel and 
volunteers for their dedication in charting, 
computer input, and maintenance of our church 
library. Check it out!  I bet you’ll find a book and 
be blessed by it.  

Kathy Howard, Parish Education Board Chairperson 256-503-3156  

Christmas Party for GIFT (Generations In Faith Together): Fun was had by all who were  
able to attend. We enjoyed lots of festive cookies, candy, apple cider and juice….and a few  
hyped up kids! There were crafts led by Alice Fordham, Christmas Carols led by John and  
Emily Willis, we had some prayer and blessing time, and we sang Happy Birthday to our  
beautiful Savior. My sincerest apologies for the lack of publicity.  

Quarterly Events for GIFT (Generations In Faith Together) Families: 
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 “Faith Journey” 
for Middle School and Senior High Youth 
Wed. Nights, 6:00-7:30 p.m., in the Annex 

(Wed. Night Supper, 5:15-5:45 p.m.) 
Jan. 6 Learning Night:  The Gospel 

& 8th Grade Preparing to Confirm Session 
Jan. 13 SERVANT EVENT #3 
Jan. 20 Learning Night:  5th Commandment  
Jan. 27 DREAM TEAM ONLY 

& 8th Grade Preparing to Confirm Session 
Feb. 3 Learning Night:  7th-9th-10th Com. 
Feb. 10 Learning Night:  8th Commandment 
Feb. 17 QUIZ BOWL! & Ash Wed. Service 
 
Each Wednesday night, Faith Journey kicks off 
with:  a guest-speaker with a faith story, a drama by 
some of our high school youth, a basics-of-the-faith 
Bible lesson using hands-on visuals, and small-
group time for parents and youth to share some 
"faith talk" on what it means, and a special “Youth 
Night” for our 8th-12th Grade Youth!  Faith Journey 
is open to any family, (with a 6-12th Grader,) who 
wants to grow in their faith in God and have an 
awful lot of fun in the process! 

SUPER SATURDAY NIGHT ! 
For Middle School & Senior Youth,  

Grades 6-12+ 
Sat., Jan 23, 7:00-9:30 p.m. 

In the Family Life Center Gym & Youth Center !!! 
*FREETIME IN THE YOUTH CENTER!  

*Open gym, basketball, games,  
friendship, food, fun! 

*Christian Growth & Prayer 
*Video games, foosball, pool, Rock Band, Wii! 

*Everyone in Grades 6-12+ is invited to  
come and bring friends! 

*Please bring brownies, cookies,  
or a snack to share. 

 

 
THE SENIOR YOUTH 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT OF THE 
CONGREGATIONAL CHRISTMAS DINNER! 

The dinner was held Sun., Dec. 6.  Ticket sales 
brought us $1441.50 + tips $1050 – exp $757.19 = 
$1807.19 profit.  Thank you for your great support!  

This will help our youth to afford their future trips and 
retreats, some of which are: 

 
*SY SKI TRIP  Jan. 15-18, at Wolf Ridge, NC. 

*SY ATLANTA-FEST  June 17-20 
 *NAT. LUTH YOUTH GATHERING  July 16-22 

 
PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR: 

ANNUAL SENIOR YOUTH SKI RETREAT 
at WOLF RIDGE, NC 

Jan. 15-18, 2010 
May God bless our Senior Youth and parents as they 
travel next month to the Ski Retreat; may they have a 

safe and enjoyable growing experience. 
  

SUPER-BOWL SUBMARINE  
SANDWICHES ! 

Available Sunday, February 7 
After Both Services and Sunday School 

 
Fresh Bakery Bread 

Lean Ham, Lean Turkey, Salami, Cheeses 
Crisp Lettuce 

Pickle Slices, Black Olives, Peppers 
Your $10 donation helps our High School Youth 

to finance their trips and retreats! 
  

SENIOR YOUTH - SUB SANDWICH MAKING 
Sat., Feb. 6, 6:00 p.m. 
in the FLC Cafeteria. 

Both youth and parents are needed to help  
assemble sandwiches.   

 
MARK YOUR CALENDAR: 

Confirmation Sunday is April 11, 2010 
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Some anonymous wise person penned the 
following directions for living without bringing 
pain to others or oneself: 

“You will never be sorry—for thinking before 
acting, for hearing before judging , for forgiving 
your enemies, for being candid and frank, for 
helping a fallen brother, for being honest in 

business, for thinking before speaking, for being 
loyal to God and the church, for standing by your 
principles, for refusing to participate in gossip, for 
holding your words when tempted to demean 
another, for not entertaining impure or hateful 
thoughts, for sympathizing with the afflicted, for 
being courteous and kind to all.” 

In Revelation 22:16, Jesus says: “It is I, Jesus, who sent my angel to you 
with this testimony for the churches. I am the root and the descendant of 
____________, the bright morning star.”  

Choose the correct name from the list below: 

1. Isaac 

2. Jacob 

3. David 

4. Solomon 

 

Answer: 3 

�����������



LOG is part of LWML Mountain Lakes Zone, Golf States District.  The District April 2010 Convention will 
be hosted by Mountain Lakes Zone which means each Mountain Lakes Zone LWML organization has a task 
for the Convention.  LOG is responsible for the favors for the Saturday evening banquet.  We will be putting 
the finishing touches on these favors during our January Quarterly Fellowship meeting.  

 See you there on January 26.  No special talents needed! 
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 Good news for our faculty’s staff development fund.  The price that we receive for newspaper has gone up.  
Yeah!  Also, magazines are once more bringing us money.  Please continue to support our paper drive with 
your newspapers and once again your magazines.  The magazines may not go into the large containers but 

must be put in the smaller round container until we get something larger. 
 
Please DO NOT bring your newspapers and magazines during the school’s Christmas break.  Please 
save them for January.  During the break there won’t be anyone around to take them to South Cen-
tral Recycling. 
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JANUARY 26, 2010 

LOG QUARTERLY FELLOWSHIP 
 

ANNEX ASSEMBLY ROOM 

7:00 P.M. 

DEVOTIONS 

REFRESHMENTS 

PRAYER 

CRAFTS 
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At this time of the year when we celebrate our Savior’s birthday, our faculty, 
staff, and student body want to wish a blessed Christmas and New Year to each of you. 
 
Thanks for coming to our annual school Christmas service.  The attendance was overwhelming.  Your 
support of our school is fantastic and very much appreciated.  We would like to thank those who helped 
usher during the offering and of course, LOG for fixing a supper that included school families. 
 
The basketball season is in full swing.  We have 5 teams plus cheerleaders who fit into the practice 
schedule.  Come on out to see our athletes in action. 
 
Students in grades 1-4 submitted billboard designs for Panoply.  We are happy to announce that Brandie 
Artalona, a 4th grader, was the first place winner for our school.  Her design will be made into a billboard 
somewhere in Huntsville.  Josefine Jaynes in our 2nd grade was our school’s 2nd place winner, and Steven 
Jamison in 4th grade came in 3rd.  Congratulations students and thanks for representing our school with your 
artistic talents. 
 
The school’s robotics club participated in a competition at Columbia High School on December 5.  The 
Robotics Team designed and developed a Lego robot, Beaver Bot, also known as “The Luge.” They 
represented our school a fine manner. 
 
The word is in.  A Guinness World Record has been broken.  Nineteen of our students helped to break that 
record when our cup speed stacking club participated with 276,053           stackers from around the world to 
break the record of the most people stacking cubs in different locations on the same day.  A certificate 
recognizing the accomplishment hangs on the wall in the lunchroom. 
 
Some of our classes have been on the move during the past month.  Kindergarten and Pre-Kindergarten 
went to “Mr. Grumpy’s Toy Shop” at AAA.  Our Kindergarten visited Santa’s Village.  First graders went 
to the Huntsville Depot to enjoy a train exhibit, storytellers, and crafts.  The second graders enjoyed the 
presentation of “Nutcracker on Ice” at the IcePlex. 
 
We are pleased to announce that we were able to send $1000 to Topeka Lutheran School in Topeka, Kansas, 
to help a family that has had multiple misfortunes.  We also sent $400 directly to the family.  This money 
was what was received through our chapel offerings from August through November.  Our new recipients 
for December through February are the Downtown Rescue Mission and the Blount House, a home for 
families with loved ones in the hospital. 
 
The second quarter of the school year ended on December 18 with the beginning of our Christmas break.  
Time is really flying through the school year. 
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Please think about helping our school in the following ways: 
 

· Buy scrip cards on a regular basis.  Use them to do your regular shopping.   Thanks for your support of 
the program during December.  We had a fantastic sales month. 

· Get a Publix shopping card from the school office and use it when you shop.  Publix sends us regular 
checks from the shopping. 

· Think about getting a Target Visa card.  It can be used anywhere that accepts Visa.  The school gets 
money from Target when the cards are used. 

· Save General Mills Box Tops for Education and Campbell’s product labels. 

Thank you, again, to Dr. Jim 
Baumann, Bill Zecher, Pastor 
Counts, and Elders and School 
Board members  who have 
devoted so much time, effort, 
attention, wisdom,  finances and 

prayer to the search for our new principal.   We all are 
pleased with the decision t issue a call to Mr. Joshua 
Swartz of  Indiana,  and are keeping him and his 
family in our prayers as we wait.  We know that 
Joshua and his family are also spending time in prayer 
to determine the Lord’s will for his life – and ours! 

We have received word that the THRIVENT 
MATCHING FUND program is no longer!  What an 
effective, financially helpful program that was!   I 
offer sincere gratitude to the many generous 
congregational members who participated in the 
program over the years.    In 2009 before the program 
ended, we estimate that we’ve received about 
$3000.00 in “free money”  -  matching funds from 
Thrivent.    Thank you, thank, thank you all!   This is 
curious:  one of the reasons that Thrivent gave for 
discontinuing the program was that it was not fully 

utilized by many congregations.   Makes 
me even MORE grateful for OUR  
wonderful congregation!   More to come from 
Thrivent, tho – they have a new plan in mind! 

In 2010, GLS will still continue to use the SCRIP 
program as our school’s main fundraiser.   Please stop 
by our GLS  table on Sunday  mornings to see if 
there’s a gift card that you could use .   And this 
spring, remember SCRIP when for your building/
remodeling  projects  or gardening plans – you can buy 
lots of building materials and plants from Lowe’s or 
Home Depot.  Use a SCRIP card to purchase  your 
materials and GLS  gets 4% of your hard-earned 
money! 

Happy New year, to all! God’s richest blessings in the 
new year!    Resolutions from me:  (1) Begin work on 
finishing the upstairs for Middle Schoolers and  (2) 
invest more time and effort into publicity for Grace 
Lutheran School. 

Dr. B 
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So you thought we had finished our 50th Anniversary Celebrations? Not so fast!! 
The Anniversary Task Force has a little more “icing on the cake” for our 
celebrations. Mark the date now so you can be sure to attend. On Sunday, 
January 31st, we will do a few things to wrap up our celebrations. We’ll dedicate 

the new memorial bricks that were ordered, make a few special presentations, and wrap up with a pot luck/
covered dish luncheon. For all the details, check the weekly “This and That” and listen for the Sunday 
announcements in the coming weeks. We hope that you can join us!! 

Enrich your life by helping others 
If you’re one of the 76 million baby boomers 
approaching retirement, you’ve probably given 
some thought to what you will do in the next phase 
of your life.  
Most boomers are enjoying better health and are 
far more active than retirees of the past. If this 
sounds like you, consider contributing your time, 
energy and expertise to one of the many volunteer 
organizations in your community.  
Congregations, non-profit organizations and civic 
groups are just a few places that offer meaningful 
opportunities to those willing to serve.  
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans also offers a wide 
range of volunteer opportunities through its 
chapters. These opportunities give Thrivent 
Financial members and other Lutherans the chance 
to join together to meet individual and community 
needs.  

So, next time you’re thinking about retirement, 
think about your strengths, passions and special 
gifts. Then think about how rewarding it would be 
to share them. For instance, if you like building 
things or helping others, you might want to 
participate in a Thrivent Builds with Habitat for 
Humanity project. In 2008, there were more than 
320 such projects in which Thrivent Financial 
members worked alongside families in need to 
build their homes. 
 
For more information about Thrivent Financial 
volunteer opportunities, contact your local 
Thrivent Representative at 883-5509, or visit 
thrivent.com. 
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If you’re looking for a new church home, would 
like to discover the distinctive philosophy that 
makes Grace Lutheran Church an exciting and alive 
community of believers, or just want to “refresh” 
your knowledge about the Christian faith, then mark 
your calendars for Sunday, January 10, 2010, at 

9:35 AM, as the start of our newly revised 
“EXPLORING GRACE CLASS”. This is an 8-
week course that concludes with a special two and 
half hour Saturday morning worship! Please contact 
the church office or Pastor Blair for more 
information.  


