
Grace Notes  

From the Desk of Pastor Blair 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ: 
If you are like me it seems just like only yesterday that 
we were singing our “Silent Night” in candlelight and 
celebrating the joy of the angel’s message of Good 
News at Christmas that Christ was born for you.  I 
pray that you and your family are off to a good start in 
2010 and that God’s richest blessings are being 
renewed daily in your lives. I am looking forward to 
what God has in store for us individually and as a 
congregation in the months ahead working out and 
conforming our will to His in so many areas 
of our life together.  As one member 
remarked to me recently, “It’s an exciting 
time at Grace and we’re happy to be a part of 
it!” Or as someone else stated, “There’s a 
new sense of excitement about our mission 
and purpose!”  Whatever the case, I praise 
and give thanks to God for that and the 
continued growth He’s already working 
among us in so many ways. 
 

One of those ways would certainly have to be 
the recent acceptance of God’s Call to Josh 
Swartz to serve as Principal of Grace 
Lutheran School.  I can’t begin to tell you 
how excited I am for our school and the 
children and families we serve with the 
addition of His spiritual gifts and talents.  I look 
forward to working with him and what he brings to our 
ministry in terms of a servant heart for Christ, passion 
and love for children, leadership in working with 
faculty, staff, and boards, and desire for impacting our 
community for Christ. Please keep Josh & Dawn and 
their children, Kiera and Kaitlynn, in your prayers as 

they transition over time for being with us this 
summer. 
 

If it seems like everyone’s been going a little crazy 
around here, it might have to do with our recent 
sermon series entitled, “Good Lord, I Think I’m 
Going Crazy!” where we’ve been focusing upon our 
God given mission and purpose as a church.  It is a 
great place for us to start a New Year as we ponder 
our calling in Christ, review our vision and core 

values, and consider the blessings of God’s 
grace in our lives.  Be sure to join with us on 
Sunday, January 31 at 11:45AM in the Family 
Life Center as we bring to a close our 50th 
Anniversary Celebration dedicating our bricks, 
opening time capsules, sharing gifts, and as 
always we’ll end with some great food! 
 

Finally, I would like to remind you that the 
2010 Midweek Lenten Season begins with our 
Ash Wednesday Service on February 17, at 
6:45 PM.  This year’s six week theme is 
entitled, “The Signs of Jonah!”  I know it 
sounds a little fishy – but this one fits!  When 
the Jews asked for a sign, Jesus said, “I will 
give you only the sign of Jonah.” After three 
days in the belly of the earth, Jesus rose with 

news of God’s prodigal grace. 
 

During the Sundays of Lent we’ll expand that even 
more with an unforgettable journey of discovering 
one of the most powerful and yet misunderstood 
parables of the Bible – “The Prodigal Son” in a new 
series entitled, “The Prodigal God – Finding Your 
Place at the Table!” based on the book by the same 

February 2010 
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English Classes 

English classes resumed January 
12th and are Tuesday and 
Thursday from 5:30 to 7:30 PM.  
Need teachers, babysitters and 
snack providers.  Contact Jack 
Renfro or Kleone Nelson if you 
can help or have questions.  No 
experience required because it is 
all on the job training.  Thanks 
for the warm clothing donated to 
the students on one of our 
unseasonably cold January 
evenings. 

Happy New Year from  
Iglesia de la  

Comunidad to Grace 
They thank Grace for our 

assistance during 2009 and they 
look forward to Making a 
Difference with Grace in 2010. 
They appreciate our relationship 
with them and pray God showers 
us with blessings in 2010. 

Christmas Fiesta Soup  
and Gifts 

Thank you to all of you who 
donated the small gifts and made 
soup for their Christmas Fiesta.  
You Made a Difference in the 
lives of little children with the 
gifts and you warmed the hearts 
of Iglesia de la Comunidad with 
the delicious soup! 

Thanks to Everyone for 
Making a Difference 

There are too many event 
participants from Grace to list 
here who contributed their time, 
talents and treasures in the Foster 
Community.  You all deserve a 
BIG thank you for Making a 
Difference!  You are all very 
important to the success of the 
mission work in that community 
and may you continue your 
efforts in 2010.  Our 2010 
planning session with Pastor 
Macedonio and Susie Rodriguez 
is Feb 8th. 

P.S. There was a nice article in 
the Huntsville Times about Susie 
and Gilberto Rodriguez (on our 
prayer list) January 15th.  They 
are an inspiration to us all! 

title from Tim Keller.  We’ll uncover that the Gospel 
is neither religion nor irreligion, neither morality nor 
immorality, but something else entirely different as 
we make our way to the Easter celebration!   Invite a 
friend or neighbor to worship with you in this season 
of love! 
 

In Christ, 
Pastor Blair Clark 

���	�����������
��������������� ...continued 
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We sure had a cold start to the 
New Year. But Mommy’s Time 
Out has some news that will 
warm anyone’s heart. The 
Durda family (our only Grace 
members) welcomed Seth 
William, born on December 9th. 
The Sayle family welcomed 

Jacob, born on January 3rd. Both moms and babies 
are doing fine. MTO also welcomed a new student, 
Sofia Bernal; and in March , we’ll also have a new 
student Weston Trefry. 
The theme for February is “Jesus Grew and I 
Grow.” The children will learn that, like Jesus, we 
start out small and grow bigger each day. They’ll 

learn about being healthy, eating healthy foods, 
and about following Jesus, (which certainly makes 
us spiritually healthy)! In addition, the children 
will continue to learn about the numbers 7, 8, 9, 
and 10. 
God has blessed Grace with many wonderful 
ministries and we’re definitely thankful for the 
ministry of MTO. It is such a privilege to share the 
love of Jesus with the children and families who 
attend our program. 

 

In His service, 

Christy, Kathy and Carrie 

 
2010 Midweek Lenten Schedule 
Series:  “The Signs of Jonah!” 

 

Ash Wednesday Communion Service 
February 17 

“God is Calling!” 
 

Midweek Service #2 
February 24 

“Saved in the Storm” 
 

Midweek Service #3 
March 3 

“Our Providing God!” 
 

Midweek Service #4 
March 10 

“Praying in the Belly of the Great Big Fish!” 
 

Midweek Service #5 
March 17 

“The God of the Second Chance” 
 

Midweek Service #6 
March 24 

“About Face!” 

Holy Week Schedule 
 

Maundy Thursday Communion Service 
April 1 

“Christ in the Passover!” 
Jews for Jesus Presentation  

6:30PM 
 

Good Friday  
Tenebrae Service 

7:00PM 

Easter Sunday 
April 4 

 

Easter Festival Service With Communion 
“Easter Cantata” 

7:00PM 
 

Easter Breakfast 
Hosted by the Grace Lutheran Youth 

8:00 – 9:15AM 
 

Easter Celebration Service 
“Easter Joy – It’s a Stone’s Roll Away!” 

10:45AM 
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Parish Education Department�

Sunday Adult Bible Study – The winter classes go from the first week in December through the last week 
in February.  Check out the Parish Ed quarterly brochure in-depth description of classes (narthex or FLC 
Welcome Table) or Parish Ed FLC bulletin board.  
Grace 101: Exploring Grace (Beth & Jim Hartman host in 5th grade class room) 
Grace 201: Study on Martin Luther (Bob Wank in 7th grade class room) 
Grace 301: Crown Financial Ministries (Bob Drensek in 6th grade classroom)  
Grace 401: A Week in the Word - Matthew verse-by-verse (annex assembly room) 
Elective:  A Study on Angels (Craig Carmealy, 6th grade room) 
Elective:  Jewish Traditions (Kathryn Bradshaw, school library) 
High School:  Walk Through the Bible (Matt & Billie Hurst in Youth Room/FLC) 
College and Career:  Books of the Bible (J Brindley/H Roberts @ Panera) 

Kathy Howard, Parish Education Board Chairperson 256-503-3156  
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Our men’s ministry group – 
Men Compelled by Christ – is 
making great strides forward.  
We will start in February to 
expand our monthly breakfast 
and Bible Study to include 
ministry and service activities. 

All the men of our congregation 
are encouraged to join us for 
breakfast on the second 
Saturday of the month – Feb. 13 
– at 7:30, in the Annex 
Assembly Room.  After a great 

�� �� 
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meal, we will have a “Mountain 
Climbers” Bible study.  This 
month we are Climbing Mt. 
Sinai – the Mountain of 
R i g h t e o u s n e s s .   A t 
approximately 9:00 AM, we 
will begin a project – TBA – 
that will use our gifts and 
abilities to serve our Lord 
through our service to our 
congregation and community. 

We realize that schedules vary, 
so attend what you can for as 

long as you can.  Your presence 
and contributions are greatly 
appreciated. 

If you have any questions or 
suggestions, e-mail us at glc-
mcsquared@hotmail.com.  Or 
contact Joe Fairchild at 757-749
-2264.  Thank you. 
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GLS-PTL Spring Auction will be held Saturday, March 6, 2010 

Starting at 5:30pm until about 8:00pm in the FLC Gym 

2 Silent Auctions will be followed by the Live Auction with a professional auctioneer 

(Bid items won can be checked out & paid for after each section closes.) 

There will be a variety of items to bid on from local restaurants, spas, greenhouses, specialty meals, desserts & 
much more. 

Cost is $15 per person which includes heavy hor'dourves, drinks, & wine. 

(Child care is available for kids ages 5-12 at a cost of $10 per child with additional siblings $5 each; from 5:30 til 
8pm.   Children must be signed up in advance by calling 881-0553.  Deadline to sign kids up is March 1st.) 

Please purchase tickets in advance from the School Office (deadline 3/1) 

OR mail in the following form & money then the tickets can be mailed to you. 

Grace Lutheran School 

3321 S. Memorial Pkwy, 

Huntsville, AL  35801 

# of Tickets for Blooming Extravaganza (GLS Auction) ____________________ 

 

Total amount paid:  # of Tickets x $15 per ticket = $_________________________ 

 

Information to Mail Tickets: 

 

Name:______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address:____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

We look forward to a fun evening with you!  Thanks so much for your support!!!! 
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“Faith Journey” 
for Middle School and Senior High Youth 
Wed. Nights, 6:00-7:30 p.m., in the Annex 

(Wed. Night Supper, 5:15-5:45 p.m.) 
Jan. 20 Learning Night:  5th Commandment  

Jan. 27 DREAM TEAM ONLY 
& 8th Grade Preparing to Confirm Session 
Feb. 3 Learning Night:  7th-9th-10th Com. 

Feb. 10 Learning Night:  8th Commandment 
Feb. 17 QUIZ BOWL! & Ash Wed. Service 

Break During Lent 
Apr. 7 Learning Night:  Life of Luther 

 
Each Wednesday night, Faith Journey kicks off 

with:  a guest-speaker with a faith story, a drama by 
some of our high school youth, a basics-of-the-faith 

Bible lesson using hands-on visuals, and small-
group time for parents and youth to share some 

"faith talk" on what it means, and a special “Youth 
Night” for our 8th-12th Grade Youth!  Faith Journey 
is open to any family, (with a 6-12th Grader,) who 

wants to grow in their faith in God and have an 
awful lot of fun in the process! 

 
SUPER SATURDAY NIGHT ! 
For Middle School & Senior Youth, Grades 6-
12+ 
Sat., Jan 23, Feb. 20, Mar. 27; 7:00-9:30 p.m. 
In the Family Life Center Gym & Youth Center !!! 
*FREETIME IN THE YOUTH CENTER!  
*Open gym, basketball, games, friendship, food, 
fun! 
*Christian Growth & Prayer 
*Video games, foosball, pool, Rock Band, Wii! 
*Everyone in Grades 6-12+ is invited to come and 
bring friends! 
*Please bring brownies, cookies, or a snack to 
share. 
 

SPECIAL THANKS TO: 
OUR SKI TRIP COUSENLORS – for serving on 
the Senior Youth Ski Trip, Jan. 15-18: 
Jack Hengel, Jack Tomkovich, Mark Nelson, Kevin 
Brandon, Jennifer Stieglitz, Rosanne Fleckner. 
 
COMING EVENTS - MARK YOUR 
CALENDAR!  
 
SENIOR YOUTH - SUB SANDWICH MAKING 
Sat., Feb. 6, 6:00 p.m. 
in the FLC Cafeteria 
Sandwiches available on Sun., Feb. 7 for $10 ! 
Both youth and parents are needed 
to help assemble sandwiches.   
 
SENIOR YOUTH EASTER BREAKFAST 
FUNDRAISER! 
We will gather to set-up on Sat., April 3, 6:00 p.m., in 
the FLC Gym.  On Easter Sunday, Arpil 4, plan to 
come to the kitchen at 7:00 a.m. with your breakfast 
casseroles.  We will prepare everything and serve at 
8:00-9:15 a.m.  Clean-up will be at 9:15-10:00 a.m.  
Parents, we need your help; please plan to come 
during one of these shifts. 
 
CONFIRMATION WEEKEND IS COMING! 
*ORAL REVIEW – Fri., April 9, 7:00 p.m. 
*BANQUET – Sat., April 10, 6:00 p.m. 
*RITE OF CONFIRMANTION – Sun., April 11 
  
SY TRIP TO ATLANTA-FEST CHRISTIAN 
ROCK MUSIC FESTIVAL  
June 17-20, 2010. 
 
NATIONAL LUTHERAN 
YOUTH GATHERING: 
Theme:  WE BELIEVE 
July 16-22, 2010, in New Orleans 
The cost for the 13 youth and 3 adults attending “We 
Believe” is $850 per person.  Please pray as they 
prepare and they work toward this sizeable financial 
goal! 
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Time For A Financial Checkup? 

When was the last time you had a 
financial checkup? 

When you hear the word checkup, 
what comes to mind?  

Most likely it’s your physical health. But checkups 
are just as critical to your financial health—which 
may be as equally important.  

Most financial experts recommend you get a financial 
checkup at least once a year. The experienced and 
knowledgeable financial representatives at Thrivent 
Financial for Lutherans can help.  

Thrivent Financial offers simple ways to deal with 
changes in your life that naturally lead to changes in 
your financial needs. For example, if you have a new 
grandchild, money you invested in a CD two years 
ago may now make more sense in a college savings 
plan. Or a recent job promotion may mean it’s finally 
time to start saving for retirement.  

Regular financial checkups are one of the most 
important ways you can ensure you’re doing what’s 
necessary today to help you achieve your long-term 
financial goals.  

For a financial checkup or to discuss how Thrivent 
Financial can help you achieve your financial goals, 
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans at 883-5509 today, 
or visit 

 www.thrivent.com  for more information. 

Thrivent Builds with Habitat for Humanity  

Larry Woellhart is looking for a “few good men and 
women”  to help build our fourth home for a family 
that needs affordable, decent housing.  These builds 
have been a blessing to those who have previously 

participated.  We will begin building the walls in the 
Habitat warehouse in late February and will continue 
for thirteen consecutive  weeks.  Contact Larry at 
church or email him at:  lwoellhart@knology.net  
Also, visit our website at www.thriventbuilds.com  

Thrivent’s Lutheran Night with the Stars  

Lutheran Night with the Huntsville Stars is expected 
to be scheduled for May.  Look for exact date and 
time to be announced soon. 

Thrivent vs ALS 

The Walk to Defeat ALS is scheduled for Saturday, 
August 28 at Joe Davis Stadium.  Lutherans raised 
over $6000 last year that was supplemented by 
Thrivent.  A heart felt thanks goes out to all those of 
you who participated and donated.  God bless you. 

Defibulators Are Installed At Grace 

Through a joint effort of Smoked Offerings and 
Thrivent, two heart defibulators (AED’s) have been 
purchased and installed at Grace.  One course of CPR 
and the use of the AED’s was conducted by the 
American Red Cross at Grace on January 15.  All 
school teachers and school office staff received 
certification.  See Tom Naatz to register for the next 
course. 

Thrivent Makes $1,000,000 Available for Haiti 
Relief 

Thrivent has budgeted one millions dollars in 
matching funds for Haiti relief through several 
Lutherans disaster relief organizations which include 
Lutheran World Relief and 

LCMS World Relief.  Visit our website at to 
www.thrivent.com/helpinghaiti Or you may call 800-
236-3736  to make a donation. 
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Grace Scrapbook Society has begun meeting again.  We will meet on Friday, Feb. 26 at the home of Carrie 
Bloom, 256-337-5805.  In March, we will meet on the 26th at the home of Heather Boirun, 256-503-5186.  
And on April 26th, we will meet at the home of Karen Tomkovich, 256-652-7452.  All are invited and wel-
come to attend. 
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�  meets the 3rd Tuesday of each 
month from September through May at 9:00 a.m. 
in the church library.    

Each meeting includes a Bible Study and lunch 
together at a nearby restaurant.  We take turns 
leading the Bible Study and calling members to 
remind them of the meeting 

During the summer, ��������	
���������	
���������	
���������	
�  members meet 
for lunch, also on the 3rd Tuesday of each month. 
We enjoy keeping in touch with each other.   

Several ����� ���	
������ ���	
������ ���	
������ ���	
�  ladies visit congregation 
members who are unable to attend church and 
church activities on a regular basis. 

As do all the circles, we take our turn cleaning the 
kitchens, hostessing a Quarterly meetings, and in 
June preparing a lunch  for the mental health 
Aquarius Club. 

In November ����� ���	
������ ���	
������ ���	
������ ���	
�  members gather a 
special donation for the Downtown Rescue 
Mission Thanksgiving Dinner.   

Each December, we choose a special restaurant 
for our Christmas luncheon.  We also gather a 
donation  to purchase animals through Samaritan 
Purse.  This year we were able to supply two 
goats, a dozen baby chicks and twenty gospel 
booklets for those in need throughout the world. 
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I thank the Lord for being with me and working out all the details of 
my recent surgery and recovery.  I thank each one of you for your prayers on my behalf.  Prayer is invaluable.  I 
encourage you to keep someone in your prayers each day.  Bill Zecher  
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We are so thrilled that the Lord has sent us Josh 
Swartz.  I know that Josh and his family will be a 
genuine, long-lasting blessing to Grace.  They are 
looking forward to being with us, also, and I get a 
daily email from Josh as he helps us make some 
technology decisions.   Having this fine new principal 
will be a real "selling point" as our re-enrollment 
period begins.  His name is Swartz, by the way, not 
SCHwartz.  "Swartz" like swell and swing: "swartz"  -
   it means black, as in Swartzennegger!     Thank you, 
Grace, for all your work that brought us to this place.    

 
Enrollment for the 2010-2011 year is 
beginning.  We have several ads in 
place, but the best "ad" of all is your 
word of mouth.  Please help us spread 
the good news of the good school we 
have here.  Open Houses are held each 

Tuesday in February, but we'll glad to lead a tour or 
talk to people ANYTIME .  Call the office!  
 
Please continue to support our PTL with your SCRIPT 
purchases.   We thank you for your support!  
  
Feb. 24-28, our 7th and 8th graders will be making a 5 
day trip to New Orleans to participate in the 
Lutheran Basketball (and Cheerleading) Tournament 
there.  Keep us in your prayers - that's a long time and 
a long way!   And remember those of us "left behind", 
too! 
  
Come to Madison Square Mall on Saturday, Feb. 20 
from 11:45 -12:30 to see GLS cheerleaders, praise 
team and chimers performing there.  We're in the 

center of the mall, part of their annual "Adventure 
Fair" 
 
 I have been given permission to gather a task force of 
my favorite men to look at what it would take to finish 
off the upstairs.  If you have some input, advice, and a 
little time to tell me what to do, I'd appreciate your 
volunteering to be on the “Upstairs Nearly Completed 

Level Effort"  (UNCLE) Committee.   All I'm 
looking for now,  is advice on how to proceed.  We'll 
meet for about one hour one evening in February, 
and walk through the upstairs, and then Give Ellen 
Advice - Free.  Tell me, or call the office, seriously, if 
you'd consider helping me get this underway.   
  
The 2010-2011 school calendar is finished, and now 

it's time to make the BUDGET!      Pray for me.  
  
Coming soon: news and enrollment 
information about our excellent 
Summer Camp Program which runs 
from June 1 -  August 6th.    You can 
choose which weeks to attend.  Hours 
extend from 7:00 AM  to 5:30 PM, 
and you can choose which weeks to attend.   This is an 
excellent, fun, enriching experience for children from 
any school who need child care during the summer 
vacation.   By the way, we are searching for a Summer 
Camp Co-director and are accepting applications in 
our school office.  Call 881-0553 for more 
information.    
Peace Out.  

���	�����*���� �+���������

,-�������#�����
����������
If you did not receive your 50th Anniversary Reflections Booklet, please contact Joyce Knittel at 
jknittel@bellsouth.net. There is no charge for these booklets. Thank  you!  
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Happy New Year to all of you.  May God richly bless you and your loved ones 
during 2010.  After a restful, relaxing Christmas holiday break, we are back going strong at Grace Lutheran 
School.   
 
The school is delighted the Mr. Joshua Swartz has accepted the call to be our principal next year.  We look 
forward to working with him and continuing our excellence. 
 
Our basketball season continues to be in full swing.  With five different teams, you can imagine that things 
are hopping for our athletes, coaches, athletic director, and parents.  We are truly blessed to be able to 
provide this service to our school and families.  Of course, like in most sports, we have won some games 
and lost some games.  Above all, our players and parents have been showing wonderful, Christian 
sportsmanship.    
 
Our science lab continues to be a weekly activity for which the students look forward.  Each week Dr. B., 
the teachers, and several generous parents provide hands-on science experiences for all of the students in our 
school.  On our snowy half-day, many of the students enjoyed looking at snowflakes through a hand lens 
and learning about snow. 
 
Recently, eleven of our teachers and three school secretaries completed CPR/AED training  through the 
American Red Cross.  Now that we have two AEDs in our buildings, we felt that it was important for the 
school faculty and staff be trained to use them.  We now have quite a few people certified to help in case of 
an emergency. 
 
It is the time of the year to hold Open Houses for the community.  Our first Open House is this coming 
Sunday, January 24, from 1:00-3:00pm.  Then other such events will be held each Tuesday morning in 
February from 9:00-11:00.  If you know someone who is interested in a quality, Christian education, invite 
them to come to visit us.  You are all welcome to come and see your school in action. 
 
We would like to thank the Jurenko Foundation for giving us $3000 in grant money to enrich our students 
in the areas of art and music.  We plan to bring Rhea Sprecher, an art historian, and an Alabama musical 
group to enrich our students in the arts. 
 
Did you know that the school has handbell and hand chimes groups for students in grades 2-4?  Watch and 
listen for the groups to show up some Sunday to enrich our worship services. 
 
We will be hosting Club Invention after school for five weeks.  This is a hands-on science and creativity 
club for grades 1-5. 
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Please think about continuing to help our 
school in the following ways: 
1. Buy scrip cards on a regular basis.  
Use them to do your regular shopping.   
Watch for teachers and parents who will 

be selling the cards after the early service and 
before the late one each Sunday.  Don’t forget 
that Kroger Scrip cards are available.  Scrip cards 
may be used throughout the United States.  Ask 
friends and relatives in other cities to buy cards 
through you. 

2. Get a Publix shopping card from the school office 
and use it when you shop.  Publix sends us regular 
checks from the shopping. 

3. Think about getting a Target Visa card.  It can be 
used anywhere that accepts Visa.  The school gets 
money from Target when the cards are used. 

4. Save General Mills Box Tops for Education and 
Campbell’s product labels. 

5. Encourage your friends and relatives to join in 
these activities. 
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“The Prodigal God:  
Finding Your Place at the Table!” 

  
February 21 

“He Welcomes Sinners!” 
Luke 15:1-10 

 
February 28 

“Give Me Mine!” 
Luke 15:11-14 

 
March 7 

“He Came To Himself!” 
Luke 15:11-20 

 
March 14 

“To Be Called Your Son!” 
Luke 15:21-24 

 
March 21 

“And Kissed Him!” 
Luke 15:11-24 

 
March 28 

“We Had To Celebrate!” 
Luke 15:17-32 
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 Good news for our faculty’s staff 
development fund.  The price that we 
receive for newspaper went up.  
Magazines are bringing us money.  
Now the price for cardboard has 
also increased.  This is fantastic.  Please continue to 
support our paper drive with your newspapers, 
magazines, and cardboard.  The magazines may not go 
into the large containers but must be put in the large 
green container.  If you bring cardboard, please put it 
on the back shelf in the church/school trailer parked by 
the garage.  The trailer is not locked. 
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Submitted by Dr. Ellinor White, Chairperson, Stewardship Board 
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You are invited: Rev. & Mrs. Author  (Janice) Porter extend an invitation to Grace Lutheran Congregation to 
attend his installation service as Pastor of Saint Paul Evangelical Luther Church in Birmingham on Sunday, Feb 7, 
at 4:00 PM. The church is located at 132 6th Ave., South, Birmingham, AL 35205.  

Your $10 donation helps 
our High School Youth to 
finance their trips and 
retreats! 

Available Sunday, February 7 
After Both Services and Sunday School 
 
Fresh Bakery Bread 
Lean Ham, Lean Turkey, Salami, Cheeses 
Crisp Lettuce 
Pickle Slices, Black Olives, Peppers 
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God continues to bless Grace Lutheran through His 
people here. We praise and thank Him for the 
blessings that were evident during our recent Fall 
Stewardship Drive. To date, our members have 
pledged approximately 63% of the General Budget 
and approximately 63% of our Debt Retirement for 
2010. 

If you have not yet had an opportunity to turn in your 
Pledge Cards, it’s not too late to do so. We have extra 
copies of the pledge cards in the office. You are more 
than welcomed to turn in your completed cards in the 
office. All of this information is very, very helpful to 
our ministry leaders as they make their plans. 

We also had approximately 90 people who completed 
their Time and Talent surveys. The data from those 
forms are being entered into the database in the 
church office. In addition, the lists of people who are 

interested in particular areas of service will soon be 
forwarded to the appropriate leader(s). Those surveys 
are also available in the church office if you need 
one. 

Making a commitment to God to give back to Him a 
portion of all the gifts He so freely bestows on us 
blesses not only our church ministries, but also our 
personal relationship with Jesus Christ. Jesus talked 
about giving and money matters more than any other 
single subject in the New Testament. He taught us 
that it is more blessed to give than to receive. He told 
us to give freely because we have freely received His 
gift of salvation. He taught us that when we give back 
a portion of what He gives us, we learn to put 
ourselves in the proper alignment with Him. We learn 
to trust Him to provide all that we need. He goes so 
much further beyond that, though, and we are truly 
blessed to be a blessing. 
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If you’re looking for a new church home, would like to 
discover the distinctive philosophy that makes Grace 
Lutheran Church an exciting and alive community of 
believers, or just want to “refresh” your knowledge 
about the Christian faith, then mark your calendars for 
Sunday, January 10, 2010, at 9:35 AM, as the start of 

our newly revised “EXPLORING GRACE CLASS”. 
This is an 8-week course that concludes with a special 
two and half hour Saturday morning worship! Please 
contact the church office or Pastor Blair for more 
information.  

8:00 AM     10:45 PM 
Elders 
Kenny Ols    Paul Counts 
 
Ushers 
Al Reumann    Jim & Martha Baumann 
Wayne Schrenk 
Joe White 
 

Acolytes 
Feb. 7 Juliana Speck, Sophie Thorsen Ben Emmerson, John Bloom 
Feb 14 Eric Naatz, Shannon Thoms  Laura Steeve, Brooke Boirun, Kelly Ryan 
Feb 21 Zachary, Jeremiah Burhans  Josh, Sarah, Emma Miller 
Feb 28 Juliana Speck, Megan Zecher Chris Drensek, Ben Emmerson, Brian Rodriguez 
 
Greeters 
Feb 7 Al & Mary Jane Reumann  Doug & Susan Keegan 
Feb 14 Bill & Sandy Robinson  Brian & Nancy Steeve 
Feb 21 Steve & Nancy Rice  Matt & Billie Hurst 
Feb 28 Kelly & Dot Grounds  Wes & Essie McElveen 
 
Sound & Video Operators 
Feb 7 Tommy Presley   Anthony Howard, video - Jim Hartmann 
Feb 14 Harvey Lange   John Mays, video - Kathryn Bradshaw 
Feb 21 Bill McFerrin   Ken Ols, video - Bob Drensek 
Feb 28 David Zecher   Bob McCutcheon, video - Paul Drensek 
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The 50th Anniversary Task Force invites everyone to a 
final “wrap-up” party to close out the celebrations of 
the 50th Anniversary of Grace Lutheran Church. It will 
begin at 11:45 on Sunday, January 31st. Y’all come!! 

Since we had our culmination weekend in mid-January 
2009, we have been tying up some loose ends, and we 
want you to join all of us as we share with you just a 
few more reasons to continue our celebration with this 
event. 

We will open and display 
the Time Capsule that 
was created at the 
beginning of the new 
millennium and 
scheduled to be opened 
in 2010. We will also 
have on display the 50th 
Anniversary Time 
Capsule to be opened on 
the occasion of Grace 
Lutheran’s 75th 
Anniversary.  
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Our memorial bricks were recently installed by Larry 
Woellhart and Frank Childs, and we want to dedicate 
those bricks to the glory of God. In addition, the Past 

and Present Pastors Picture Project has been completed, 
and we’ll have a few extra images to share with you. 

Those items will eventually be hung in the entrance area 
of our Sanctuary building, but you’ll get to see them on 
the 31st. The Task Force  will also present a special gift 

to the congregation. Finally, the CD of the history of 
Grace will be available for viewing that morning.  

Following all of these 
activities, we will have 

a covered dish meal 
together. Only drinks 

will be provided, so 
please bring any type of 

dish you would like to 
make. We’ll have a 
wonderful time of 

celebration and 
fellowship.  

We hope to see you 
there!! 


