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From the Desk of Pastor Blair 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ: 
 
Before I touch on the celebration of Christmas and 
the new life that is ours through the birth of the 
Christ child in Bethlehem, I wanted to share with 
you my thoughts about the events of the past few 
weeks. Recently, I lost my father-in-law and was 
reminded of the stages of grief people undergo 
following a significant loss in their lives.  Feelings 
of anger, denial, bargaining, depression, and 
eventually acceptance are a common and normal 
process for dealing with it. 
 
 In the same way, we, as a congregation, have 
experienced a significant loss in the resignation of 
Pastor Arndt.  As a result, we, too, need to be alert 
to those feelings during this transitional time in our 
ministry if we are going to move forward in 
building healthy relationships for our future.  I am 
reminded in my own faith life that Good Friday 
events come our way, but God in His grace always 
promises an Easter celebration of new life.  It may 
not be today or tomorrow, but IT will come and as 
it does we need to be ready to acknowledge it as 
God’s way for preparing each one of us and our 
congregation for an even better day. 
 
I truly believe God’s bringing us to that place 
where we’re already being led to see His guiding 
hand at work among us.  I can’t begin to tell you 

how humbling it  
was personally a  
few weeks ago to  
hear your  
overwhelming  
support and confidence  
for me to serve in this  
temporary position as Pastor.   
All I can do is thank and praise  God for that 
privilege to serve and  to my wife Kimberley and 
our children Austin, Ashley, and Jason for their 
encouragement and sacrifice as well. 
 
I hope you will join with me in the plans I believe 
God has in mind for us during this transitional time 
in bringing a sense of commitment, excellence, 
and action for our ministry together that includes 
the following four points: 

· Offering a strong Mission and Outreach 
focused ministry of excellence impacting 
our world for Christ. 

· A Six-Fold Covenant of Spiritual 
Formation for our members to grow in 
their Christian discipleship by worshiping 
and praying regularly, partaking of the 
Lord’s Supper frequently, studying God’s 
Word in private and group settings, 
serving in accordance with your “Uniquely 
You” profile, giving sacrificially with a 
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cheerful heart, and boldly witnessing the 
love of Christ to all people. 

· Providing basic pastoral ministry and care 
for the members and friends of Grace 
Lutheran Church and School. 

· Establishing a process for ministry 
excellence and accountability of church and 
school staff for effective ministry. 

 
By focusing in these four areas I believe God would 
have us to grow through our grief, will provide a 
sense of stability to our ministry, and will position 
our congregation to be receptive to and experience 
that resurrection blessing of new life that He brings 
with every Easter event.  
 
That’s just one of the many gifts that I see God 
providing His people as we enter this busy season of 
Advent and Christmas. The night Jesus Christ was 
born, a small group of poor shepherds was quietly 
tending their flocks of sheep in a nearby field when 

the heavens exploded with the angel hosts 
announcing the “Good News” of our Savior’s birth! 
(Luke 2:1-20) It was a birth that not only brought 
joy to their lives, but changed them and us forever 
in three ways when it comes to celebrating 
Christmas! 

· It’s the most expensive 
gift we’ve ever received! 

· It’s the only gift that will 
last forever! 

· It’s the only gift you’ll 
use every day for the rest 
of your life! 

From our family to yours we look 
forward to celebrating this Christmas with you and 
wish God’s richest blessings upon you in the New 
Year! 
 
Your Servant in Christ, 
 Pastor Blair Clark 
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Blount Hospitality House: 

Dear Members of Grace Lutheran Church, 

Thank you for your recent donation to Blount Hospitality House. The services we provide are unique and offered 
by no other organization in the Huntsville area. 

Blount Hospitality House has an annual budget of over $135,000 which is over $10,000 a month. We depend on 
gifts such as yours to keep our doors open. Your generous donation of 5 containers of chili, 3 tuna casseroles, 4 
turkey casseroles and 2 peach cobblers is greatly appreciated.  

It is our dream to serve families for years to come! Thank you once a gain for your thoughtfulness and support. 

You have no idea how helpful your Sunday School class has been. Thank you so very much! 
Sincerely, 

Marydae Sneed 

Executive Director  
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Iglesia de la Comunidad 

Gilberto Rodriguez is Home 

March 1, 2009, Gilberto suffered 
a massive stroke.  After 8 long 
months of hospitalization and 
rehab, Gilberto has come home.  
Suzy is grateful for her faithful 
‘brothers and sisters’ at Grace 
who have Made a Difference in 
their lives and she would like to 
thank you for your prayers and 
for all you have done for her and 
her family during this difficult 
time. 

Quarterly Grace LOG Meeting 

Information about what is 
happening in the Foster 
Community was shared with 
LOG October 20.  The LCMS 
stance on ministering to the 
Hispanics regardless of their 
legal status was presented.  In 
brief, the Joint Statement 
R e g a r d i n g  I m m i g r a t i o n 
Concerns dated June 2006 and 
s i g n e d  b y  D r .  G e ra l d 
Kieschnick, President of LCMS 
and Rev. Matthew Harrison, 
Executive Director of LCMS 
World Relief/Human Care said, 
“In order to fulfill our Christian 
obligation, we request that the 
charitable act of providing 
assistance to undocumented 
aliens not otherwise engaged in 
i l l ega l  ac t i v i t y  no t  be 
criminalized ipso facto.”  We 
should remember Hebrews 13:2 

and Matthew 25:40.  If you 
would like the entire document 
or a copy of the Blue Ribbon 
Task Force on Hispanic Ministry 
(LCMS) contact Kleone Nelson.   

Thanks to all the ladies of LOG 
for the donation of consumables 
co n t r i b u t i o n ,  t he  s h o r t 
paragraphs that will be used in 
the English classes being taught 
and for  submit t ing the 
playground equipment project as 
a possible recipient for LOG 
grant money. Thanks again for 
Making a Differnece and 
thinking of the needs at Iglesia 
de la Comunidad. 

October Festival 

The children loved their goodie 
bags, especially the chocolate 
and the glow in the dark crosses.  
Thanks 

Christmas Fiesta 

In addition to enjoying the 
traditional Christmas Soup 
(made by a small group at 
Grace), children in the Foster 
Community Grace will be 
receiving small, new items such 
as school supplies, toys, stuffed 
animals, clothing, books, etc. 
that we will be collecting at 
Grace.  Please do not wrap the 
items, just put them in the 
collection boxes that will be at 
Grace.  Thank you in advance 

for Making a Difference this 
Christmas in the lives of many 
children.  Contact Becky 
Heffelfinger if you have 
questions. 

Iglesia de la Comunidad 
Statistic 

Sunday, November 1, Iglesia de 
la Comunidad had 52 people 
attend their church service.  
They had 26 adults and 26 
children (most under 10 years of 
age).  We are trying to encourage 
Suzy Rodriguez to be the Sunday 
School Superintendent (now that 
Gilberto is home) and establish a 
Sunday School program to take 
place during part of the Sunday 
Service.  Pastor Macedonio 
would like this since their 
service is sometimes 2 hours.  

English Classes 

Last English class is November 
17.  Next 10 week session starts 
Tuesday, January 12.  The 
classes are from 5:30 to 7:30 PM 
on Tuesdays and Thursdays.  
Plan to participate and Make a 
Difference! 

G (Grace) O (Outreach) 

Make a Difference 

1 John 4:11 - Beloved, if God so 
loved us, we also ought to love 

one another. 
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Parish Education Department�

Wednesdays are Family GIFT Nights  
(Generations in Faith Together) 
NOTE:  
Christmas Break - No G.I.F.T. on Wednesdays,  December 23rd & 30th! 
Join our weekly intergenerational ministry for families with children 5th 

grade and younger.  God has blessed us with a new Director, and an amazing group of dedicated parents that 
desire this family faith-mentoring style of Christian education.  Thanks also to John Mays for his always 
enthusiastic and continued dedication to our GIFT program!  Join us each Wednesday for Bible study, 
Scripture & song set to American Sign Language, media/art/crafts & servant events.  We seek to build 
relationships within Grace Lutheran Church and School as well as outreach with neighbors and friends. 

GIFT Praise Team:  Special thanks to John and Emily Willis for their dedication to the GIFT program, and 
for teaching music class each week. The children meet at 5:00 in the GIFT center and learn praise music, 
dance, and sometimes even use the parachute and other fun instruments! A great time is had by all, 
including the adults so bring your children and don’t miss out on this wonderful opportunity to worship with 
your children.  

5:00-5:30 Optional GIFT Praise Team up to 5th graders in GIFT Center 
5:15-5:55  Meal for family $5 or $2 per person – FLC Cafeteria by gym 
6:00-7:30 Generations In Faith Together in the Family GIFT Center 

Quarterly Events for GIFT (Generations In Faith Together) Families: 

Christmas Party for GIFT (Generations In Faith 
Together) Families are about fun!  Families will 
gather on December 13  for dessert and fun.  Calendars 
are just too full in December, so we decided to have a 
Family Christmas Party for  
the Grace families with children 5th  
grade or below instead of Super  
Saturday.  The fee is one canned  
item per person for distribution  
@ St. Mark’s Food Pantry.   
There will be wonderful  
Christmas desserts, cider,  
coffee, fellowship,  
Praise for our King, and  
memories will be made. 

Our 3rd Annual Trunk or Treat 
was fantastic with families from 
the church and school and the 
community attending.  We had an inflatable 
jousting match for four, inflatable bounce castle, 
and the amazing inflatable bungee run (who enjoyed 
more…children or adults?)    The Durda family won 
the $100 gift certificate for best decorated trunk 
(donation by John & Emily Willis) and 2nd runner-
up by Christy & Catherine Drensek.  Contact Kathy 
Howard if you would like to volunteer for next 
year’s fourth Trunk or Treat.  The best part was 
forming relationships with unchurched families 
from the community that also enjoyed the fire pit, 
inflatables, cookie decorating, etc. – all in the name 
of Jesus.  Wow that’s good stuff!! 
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WAAY 31 Christmas Parade 
 Again this year we will participate in the WAAY 
31 Christmas Parade, which will take place on 
December 5th at noon.  This is a big event for Grace 
Lutheran Church as well as School!  Come out, 
help decorate our float and march in the parade.  
It’s always a great time for everyone!   
 
Children’s Sunday School Practices Their 
Christmas Program: Karen Zecher & Andrea 
King are working with Judy Burhans for our 
annual SS program. 

Sunday School Hour for the Children:  Thanks 
to our SS Supts. Shane & Kelly Jenks, for their 
dedication, as well as each of our SS teachers. 
Each of you makes such a difference by teaching 
about Jesus to our children. Our SS worship 
directors teach music to the children in the 
sanctuary the first 15 minutes of Sunday School @ 
9:30.  

 Bethel Bible Studies Please contact Judy Zecher or 
Millie Sallo for more information on Bethel in-depth 
Bible studies.    
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Sunday Adult Bible Study – The winter classes go from the first week in December through the last week 
in February.  Check out the Parish Ed quarterly brochure in-depth description of classes (narthex or FLC 
Welcome Table) or Parish Ed FLC bulletin board.  
Grace 101: Exploring Grace (Beth & Jim Hartman host in 5th grade class room) 
Grace 201: Study on Martin Luther (Bob Wank in 7th grade class room) 
Grace 301: Crown Financial Ministries (Bob Drensek in 6th grade classroom)  
Grace 401: A Week in the Word - Matthew verse-by-verse (annex assembly room) 
Elective:  A Study on Angels (Craig Carmealy, 6th grade room) 
Elective:  Jewish Traditions (Kathryn Bradshaw, school library) 
High School:  Walk Through the Bible (Matt & Billie Hurst in Youth Room/FLC) 
College and Career:  Books of the Bible (J Brindley/H Roberts @ Panera) 

Other Parish Ed News and Happenings 

Weekday Bible Studies : 
Mondays, 9:30-11, church library, Loved By 

God ending soon for Christmas break and 
will restart with a Priscilla Shirer study in 
January.  

Thursdays, 9:30 AM, Sina Andrews’ 
Madison home on Christmas break. 

Tuesdays, 9:00-11 AM, Nancy Rice’s south 
Huntsville home, To Live Is Christ on the 
service & ministry of Paul by Beth Moore, 
DVDs and workbook. Call Nancy to see if 
they are on Christmas break, or when their 
next study begins.  

  
Mommy’s Time Out is in full swing five 
mornings a week. Christy Drensek (MTO 
Director) says we have room for several more 
children six months through four years of age.  
Scholarships are now being offered, so call Christy 
for info.  There is no better environment for 
loving, nurturing, learning and growing than our 
Mommy’s Time Out! 
   

 

Kathy Howard, Parish Education Board Chairperson 256-503-3156  



 “Faith Journey” 
for Middle School and Senior High Youth 
Wed. Nights, 6:00-7:30 p.m., in the Annex 

(Wed. Night Supper, 5:15-5:45 p.m.) 
Nov. 18 QUIZ BOWL! 
Nov. 25 NO SESSION-Enjoy Thanksgiving! 
Jan. 6 Learning Night:  The Gospel 

& 8th Grade Preparing to Confirm Session 
Jan. 13 SERVANT EVENT #3 
Jan. 20 Learning Night:  5th Commandment  
Jan. 27 DREAM TEAM ONLY 

& 8th Grade Preparing to Confirm Session 
 

 
SUPER SATURDAY NIGHT ! 

For Middle School & Senior Youth, Grades 6-
12+ 

Sat., Dec. 19; 7:00-9:30 p.m. 
In the Family Life Center Gym & Youth Center !!! 

*FREETIME IN THE YOUTH CENTER!  
*Open gym, basketball, games,  

friendship, food, fun! 
*Christian Growth & Prayer 

*Video games, foosball, pool, Rock Band, Wii! 
*Everyone in Grades 6-12+ is invited  

to come and bring friends! 
*Please bring brownies, cookies,  

or a snack to share. 
 

 
     A SPECIAL “THANK YOU” 

To the parents who attended 
and served as leaders for the Middle 

School Fall Retreat, Nov., 2009. 
We had 31 present at the retreat: 
19 youth and 12 parents. 
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������ WOLF RIDGE, NORTH CAROLINA! 
Mark your calendar for Jan. 15-18, 2010. 
We will be staying in Kevin’s cousin’s 
cabin, a few miles from the slopes!  

Whether you have skied before or not, you will 
have a great time on this exciting, fun-filled 
weekend featuring:  skiing morning-noon-&-night, 
home-cooked meals by a crackling fireplace, 
friendship building, Bible study and prayer, a 
Church Service, “Ski School” for new skiers, and 
“Night Skiing!”  More details soon. 
INTERESTED?  SEE KEVIN BRANDON OR 
JACK HENGEL! 

 
HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH AND PARENTS, WE 

NEED YOUR HELP TO FOR THE 
CONGREGATIONAL CHRISTMAS DINNER!  

Please mark your calendar: 
Set-Up on Sat., Dec. 5, 4:00 p.m. 

Serve & Clean-Up on Sun., Dec. 6,  5:30-9:00 
p.m. 

 
SERVICE PROJECT WAS HELD NOV. 15 

"CHRISTMAS WORKSHOP"  
*150 youth and their adult leaders met to serve 
together for 3 hours last Sunday! 
*Presents were purchased and wrapped for 11 foster 
children. 
*250 shoe boxes were donated and wrapped for 
Samaritan’s Purse – Operation Christmas Child; for 
children in third world countries. 
*300+ Craft items were produced for Meals-On-
Wheels. 
*1200 Christmas cookies were baked, decorated for 
50 college students and military soldiers abroad. 
Thank you Thrivent – North Alabama Chapter 
for funding this project with a generous grant ! 

  
SENIOR YOUTH GARAGE SALE ON OCT. 24 
Thank you for the many donated items you gave us. 

With your help we made a profit of $2875 
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Come out with Saints Alive in December 
and let your light shine! 

· December 2 - 6:00PM - 9:00PM - Advent 
service & Galaxy of Lights, Dinner at Church 

· December 16 - 10:00AM - 2:00 PM - 
Christmas Luncheon, Arab B&B 

#�����
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The month of December is a special month 
for MTO because we are able to learn 
about and celebrate the birth of our Savior, 
Jesus Christ. The theme is called “Happy 
birthday Jesus; Baby Jesus Is Born”. The 
children will be learning that our Savior 
was sent to us as a baby , that he had a 
mother, father, brother and sisters; one part 
of a family just like us.  

 
We will be learning that Jesus was the first 
Christmas gift, and is and will always be, the best 
gift we could ever receive. In addition we will be 
learning about some of the many symbols of 
Christmas like the star, angels, and the Christmas 

tree. We always enjoy this very special 
month! 

 
We have also been blessed with the talents 
of Heather Roberts. She has been visiting 
our class on Friday’s doing music and 
movement with the children. She has been 

coined “the music lady”. Thank you Heather for all 
the learning and fun. Finally, we will continue to 
learn about the numbers 3, 4, and  5.  

 

Merry Christmas! 

Christy and staff, MTO 

����������
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Grandview at Redstone Village: 

Families from Grace Lutheran, 

Thank you for your service on Sunday!! I have 
heard many wonderful things. Cannot wait to see 
you all again soon (and those bells too!) 

Haley Hausen 
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There will be no LOG Board meeting in December. December circle meetings are optional. Please check 
with your Circle chair for December plans. 

LOG circles are responsible for the hors d’ oeuvres at the December 6 adult 
Christmas Dinner. Contact your circle chair for more information. Items should 
be in place by 6:00 PM 

Spotlight on  
Faith Circle 

Faith Circle meets the third Tuesday of the month 
at 6 PM August through May. We usually meet in 
the Parlor at Grace but in December and May our 
meetings are at local restaurants. 

Our meetings include Bible study, prayer and 
fellowship. We strive to adjourn by 7:15 PM. 

 

Faith Circle supports through member donations or 
activities, various mission related projects chosen 
by our members. Please call Rita Lange, Circle 
c h a i r  a t  8 2 8 -1 0 8 4  o r  e m a i l                   
rmlange1@bellsouth.net with questions. 

December 4th – 5-8 pm Burritt Museum  

Celtic Blessings/Blue Grass – Beth Creel, Kathryn Bradshaw, Susan Sadler, Taylor Creel 

December 7th – 7:00 p.m. @ Trinity Methodist Church on Airport Road 

Heritage Ringers of Huntsville – Amy Cherry and Susan Sadler are in this group 

December 12th – 5-8 pm at Constitution Village  

Youth choirs including bells and chimers 

December 13th – 4-6pm @ Bridge Street 

Adult choir and adult handbell choir 

"�������
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Submitted by Dr. Ellinor White, Chairperson, Stewardship Board 

Happy New Year!!! No joke! It’s 
the beginning of the new year for 
the church….right between 
Thanksgiving and Christmas in 
the “regular” calendar. What a 
perfect time to think about our 
stewardship! We are so thankful  
to God for His greatest gift , 
Jesus Christ our Savior, and we 
want to respond by giving back 
to Him because of His wonderful 
blessings to us. That is the whole 
motivation of our stewardship! 

In the process of looking forward 
to Christ’s coming during this 
Advent season, we are reminded 
that we are starting a new year, a 
renewed celebration, in Him. 
Usually, around January 1, we 
are encouraged to make New 
Year’s resolutions because it is a 
great opportunity to start over…
to refresh our resolve to do 
better…to begin to do new 
things and make fresh starts. 
During the church’s “new year”, 
it is also appropriate that we 
think about renewing our 
commitment to the Lord. 

God wants us to be committed to 
service in the name of Jesus 
Christ. Why is this? Simply 
because Christ has no one else 
on Earth except those who are 
committed to God to do His 
work. All of us are chosen and 
appointed for that purpose. All 

of us are responsible, and we 
will be for as long as we live. 
We are called to do for others 
what He would have us do in His 
stead and by His command. 
Have we done that as well as we 
could? Would we like to do 
better? 

As God’s stewards we appreciate 
fresh starts. Since we have full 
and free forgiveness in Christ 
from past sins and failures, we 
can start over with a clean slate 
and look forward with 
confidence instead of looking 
back with regret. As stewards we 
are always in process. St. Paul 
counsels and encourages us in 
Philippians 3:12-14 with these 
words: “…I press on….one thing 
I do: Forgetting what is behind 
and straining towards what is 
ahead, I press on toward the goal 
to win the prize for which God 
has called me heavenward in 
Christ Jesus.” So, with St. Paul 
we can say to ourselves and to 
others: “Please be patient…God 
isn’t finished with me yet!”  

 How might we make fresh starts 
as God’s stewards? There are 
many things that we can do to 
make a difference in our 
stewardship. We may consider 
increasing our financial 
contributions to our church and/
or our favorite charities. We may 

want to volunteer more of our 
time for helping out in our 
church and community. We may 
decide to be more intentional in 
using our God-given skills and 
talents in service to make a 
difference in the lives of others. 
And the list of ways we can 
improve our stewardship goes on 
to include things such as 
working on our relationships 
with others; sharing of the 
Gospel in our thoughts, words, 
and actions; and properly caring 
for God’s creation, including our 
own bodies.  

This year, let’s resolve to follow 
the wise counsel from Hebrews 
10:24: “Let us consider how we 
may spur one another on toward 
love and good deeds.” And may 
we practice our Christian living 
and giving with joy, 
remembering that “Christian 
stewardship is the free and 
joyous activity of the child of 
God and God’s family, the 
church, in managing all of life 
and life’s resources for God’s 
purposes.” By putting this 
counsel into practice, we are 
blessed to be a blessing…oh, 
yes…. Happy New Year!! J 
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Thanks be to God!  Please join the students, faculty, and staff of Grace Lutheran School 
as we thank God for the many blessings that He has given to our school this year!  Then as we enter the season of 
Advent, thank God for the greatest blessing of all, His Son, Jesus. 
 
We have a super special thank you for all of the people who worked SO hard to make the German luncheon such a 
success.  Some people worked tirelessly for three days.  We have heard over and  
over that it was the best meal in years. 
 
First we want to thank all of you who supported our teachers through the Belk Charity Sale.  The faculty received 
$1123 through ticket sales.  Since some of our teachers helped at the store the day of the sale, we will also receive a 
portion of the ticket sales at the store.  Our staff development account now has enough money to send 14 of our teachers 
to the Southern District Teachers Conference.  We are blessed to have the Belk system and its commitment to help 
others in the community. 
 
Many of the classes participated in Operation Christmas Child by filling shoeboxes for children in troubled areas 
throughout the world.  Individual school families also participated by filling their own boxes to give to the mission 
project. 
 
The basketball season started this past week.  Our gym will often be busy for the next four months.  We are using both 
the old gym and the new gym for practices every night of the week.  We have 5 teams plus cheerleaders who fit into the 
practice schedule. 
 
The PK-K and 1st & 2nd grade soccer teams finished their season on November 14.  The players really improved 
during the year and had a lot of fun playing their games. 
 
Students in grades 1-4 submitted billboard designs for Panoply.  We are anxious to find out if one  
of our designs will be made into a billboard this year. 
 
The second graders enjoyed a special unit on Native Americans.  They had a huge tepee in their room.  Part of the unit 
included a trip to Justin Baker’s home to learn about horses. 
 
Our Science Lab continues to be the highlight of the week for many of our students.  We thank Dr. B and many parents 
who staff the lab each Thursday. 
 
Did you know that we have four clubs that meet after school each week.  These include hand chimes, robotics, chess, 
and cup speed stacking.  The speed stacking club just participated with other speed stackers throughout the world to try 
to break a Guinness World Record by having the most people stacking in different locations on the same day.  The 
robotics club just received $1000 from AUVSI to buy supplies for competition. 
 
Our 6th graders enjoyed three days of environmental education at Camp McDowell, an Episcopal camp in 
Winston County, the end of October. 
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Please think about helping our school in the following ways: 
 

· Buy scrip cards on a regular basis.  Use them to do your regular shopping.  Thank you to all of you 
who have supported this effort.  Scrip Cards make wonderful Christmas gifts.  There will be 
three more opportunities to order them before Christmas: November 30, December 7, and 
December 14.  Orders may be placed on Sunday mornings.  

· Get a Publix shopping card from the school office and use it when you shop.  Publix sends us 
regular checks from the shopping. 

· Think about getting a Target Visa card.  It can be used anywhere that accepts Visa.  The school 
gets money from Target when the cards are used. 

· Bring your newspapers to the bins by the garage. 

· Save General Mills Box Tops for Education and Campbell’s product labels. 

Just a short article to express 
GLS’s sincere thanks to all the 
folk who assisted with the 
German lunch!   Check out our 
bulletin board for some really 

embarrassing pictures!      

  We’re also very grateful to the people who are 
remembering GLS  in their end of the year charitable 
giving.  Neither time, nor Thrivent’s matching fund 
offer, has run out yet, and we sincerely appreciate your 
considering us at this time of year.   We really can use 
your help – any amount – to help with our Annual 
Fund drive.    Many, many thanks for your generous 
gifts!          

  And finally, a prayer of thanks for the Elders and 
School Board members who are giving so generously 
of their time with efforts to locate a new principal for 

our school.   I am so impressed by the thought, and 
prayer and brain power that are  going into this 
task.  God WILL bless your efforts and WILL bless 
our school with the perfect new leader.  

 

And, Everyone:   please remember “Grace Lutheran 
School”  when the subject of “schools” comes up.   We 
offer  an excellent Christian education, with many, 
many, opportunities in sports, music, science, math, 
the arts . . .  We’re  pre-K through 8th grade. . .   We’re 
a small,  caring school . . . . .  We have a  very 
comfortable tuition and some assistance 
available.    So, when  thinking School, offer  Grace 
for consideration by your family, grandchildren or 
neighbors.    

Dr. B 

���������,���
&�-�
�	�
���

!��
����.����������*��������"�������
 �������%�������$������
�����&����



�������� � � 
 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 	 	 
 �

GLC&S Golf Tournament 
Municipal Golf Course – November 7, 2009 

Thanks to the 28 golfers and the organizers for a fun day of golf.  With the help of matching funds from 
Thrivent, Grace Lutheran School will receive $2,000.00. 

First Place Team: Wayne Shrenk, Richard Baldwin, Eric Sheldon and Rick Gowan. 
Second Place Team: Phil and Kleone Nelson, Jean and Herb Strandemo 

Third Place Team: Charlie Bradburn, Nate Bradley, Steve Rice and Joe White 
Longest Drive (Seniors): Phil Nelson 
Longest Drive (Men): Jordan Haycock 

Longest Drive (Women): Jean Strandemo 
Closest to the Pin (Men): Ryan Brown 

Closest to the Pin (Women): Kleone Nelson 
Congratulations to everyone, because you are all ‘winners’. 

Special thanks to Thrivent for the matching funds and to Frank Childs for prizes. 
Praise the Lord for the beautiful fall day and great fellowship! 

Protect your family against the unexpected 

Too often, people work hard to build their assets 
and then fail to protect them. Without proper 
protection, the money you’re working so hard to 
save could be lost if you die or suffer an illness or 
injury. Are you protected? 

Life insurance:  One in four Americans dies 
before he or she retires. Premature death can 
undermine a family’s financial health, now and in 
the future. Having adequate life insurance can 
ensure your family continues to live at home, your 
children go to college and your spouse retires as 
planned, even if something unexpected happens to 
you. 

Disability income insurance:  Illness and injuries 
are more common than you might think. Today, a 
25-year-old has a one in four chance of 
experiencing a long-term loss of income from a 

disability before he or she turns 65. A disability 
disrupts a person’s ability to work and impacts 
their earnings and ability to cover daily living 
expenses. Disability income insurance can help. If 
you’re unable to work due to a qualifying illness or 
injury, this vital coverage helps pay eligible 
expenses. 

Long-term care insurance:  One of every two 
women, and one of every three men, aged 65 and 
older will spend some time in a nursing home. 
Long-term care insurance can protect your savings, 
as well as your freedom to choose the care you 
receive. 

For help protecting your financial strategy and 
your family, contact you local Thrivent Financial 
representatives at (256) 883-5509 or visit 
thrivent.com. 
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Dear Grace Lutheran 
Praise Team, 

You have gave us a no-
less than a marvelous program here today. I just felt 
compelled to let you know how great it is that folks 
like all of you, are carrying out the message of faith, 
hope, and love for humankind - of our salvation 
through God our Savior. What the whole world needs 
right now, are many, many just as you all are. We 
need those millions…..who are exactly like you - 
who have let your light to show before men - to 
glorify our Father who are in Heaven. 

I have sung in our church choir in Iowa for 60 years. 
We have a group called, “Joyful Noise,” who sing 
each Sunday in the Den here, hymns of worship. Our 
hymn book has songs of all denominations. Join us 
any time you can - Sunday AM, nine to ten to sing. 

Sincerely, 

Marjorie Heaton Lynn 

.�������"��������

�� Thanksgiving Eve Service 
November 25, 7:00 PM 

�� Advent Dinner & Service 
December 2, Dinner 6:00 PM, Service 6:45 PM 

�� Advent Dinner & School Christmas Program 
December 9, Dinner 6:00 PM,  Program 7:00 
PM 

�� Advent Dinner & Cantata 
December 16, Dinner 6:00 PM, Cantata 6:45 PM 

�� Christmas Eve Candlelight Services 
5:00 PM - Contemporary Candlelight 
7:00 PM - Traditional Candlelight  
 

�� Church Office Closed 
December 24, 25, 31, January 1 

Have a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!! 
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For the last two years Grace has been collecting 
beanie babies to send to our soldiers in Iraq and 
Afghanistan . Each year we sent over 500 beanie 
babies collected from generous donations. The 
soldiers are able to pack a number of these small 
beanie babies in their pants "cargo" pockets. They 
distribute them to children they encounter as part of 
their daily duties. One of many interesting stories is 
of a small girl that waved down a convey and 
pointed to a place on the side of the road where a 
"roadside bomb" had been placed. The little girl 
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then showed the soldiers her beanie baby. It is hard 
to tell sometimes what a big difference a small gift 
will make. Will you please help us again this year 
by bring any and all beanie babies that you can 
donate. Please drop off your beanie babies in the 
school office by the 11th of December. 
 
Thank you in advance for your generous response! 
 
Jim and Martha Baumann 


